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RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS, 


To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


I wave been happy to perceive, of 
late, a growing attenuon to the re- 
ligious state of Abyssinia ; and I am 
anxious to promote this disposition 
as much as possible, in the hope that 
our religious institutions, and par- 
ticularly the British and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society, may be induced to di- 
rect their efforts to this quarter. I 
should greatly doubt whether there 
be any part of the world where these 
efforts are more necded, or where 
they are likely to be attended with 
more immediately beneficial conse- 
quences. The Huabassiis,’ says 
Geddes, in his Church History of 
Ethiopia, *¢do hold the Scriptures 
tobe the perfect rule of the Chris- 
tian faith, in so much that they de- 
ay it to be in the power of a general 
council to oblige people to believe 
any thing as an article of faith, with- 
outan express warrant from thence.” 
‘p $1.) But while the Abyssinians 
do, with our own church, maintain 
this cardinal point of the sufficiency 
of the Scriptures as a rule of faith, 
itappears, from the concurrent tes- 
umony of all late travellers, that co- 
pies of the Scriptures have become 
exceedingly rare among them. Even 
i) their churches it Is seldom thata 
‘compiete copy Is to be found; and 
imong the great body of the people, 
‘cw possess even a fragment of a Bi- 
ble. One of the causes, doubtless, 
‘that religion is ata low ebb among 
‘hem. But this may be considered 
‘San effect as well as a cause of the 
‘vilin question. Where the art of 
Printing is unknown, and volumes 
‘I such size must be transcribed in 
Christ. Observ. No. 124. 





order to be possessed, however the 
zeal of individuals may, for a time, 
multiply copies, yet experience 
proves that this source of supply 
will ever be inadequate to the wants 
of a people. 

In the case of a nation, however, 
circumstanced as the Abyssinians 
now are, there are pecullariy suonge 
inducements for giving them che Bi- 
ble. They are not only Christians 
in name, but their national creed ap- 
pears in the main to be scriptural. 
Add to this, that the authority of the 
Scriptures has always been held by 
them to be paramount to every 
other; but that they do not possess 
the means of knowing what it is 
which this authority enjoins. To 
such a people, what can be conceiy- 
ed a greater benefit than the circu- 
lating among them of the Word of 
God? And would not sucha gilt be 
likely to produce something of the 
effect upon them which the discove- 
ry of the lost book of the law had 
upon King Josiah ? 

It must operate as a further en- 
couragement to our religious socie- 
ties to exert themselves in favour of 
Abyssinia, that it furnishes, perhaps, 
the easiest medium of access into 
the very heart of Africa. The inter- 
course between Abyssinia and some 
of the great cities on the Niger is 
said to be constant. Saturate Abys- 
sinia with scriptural light, and, 
through the Divine blessing, we 
may hope that it will stream even 
into that region of darkness. 

The hope that great good will 
arise from such exertions, in favour 
of Abyssinia, as are here recom- 
mended, is strengthened by a refer- 
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ence tu the page of history, which 
shews us not oniy that tuere bus ex- 
isted in the government of that coun- 
try, and at no remote period, uw strong 
desire (not well directed indeed,) to 
extend the influence of Christianity ; 
but that the body of the peopie could 
be induced, by no severity of suffer- 
ing, to submit to the unscriptural 
authority, or adopt the unscriptural 
practices, of the Romish Church. 

A letterot David Emopcrorof Ethi- 
Opia, to King John LL. of Portugal, 
dated in 1524, has been preserved, 
and another to the Pope, of the same 
date. ‘Vhese letters commence, * In 
the name of God, the Father Ai- 
mighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and of all things visible and invisible ; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, who was the same with him 
from the beginning of the world, and 
who is ligit of light, and very God 
of very God; and inthe name of God 
the Eloly Ghost, who is true God, and 
procecdcth from the lather.” 

To the Sing of Portugal, David 
thus writes :— 

© O lord my brother king, attend 
and apply yourself to the friendship 
that was begun betwixt us by your 
father, and do not neglect to send 
letters and ambassadors to us fre- 
quently ; for Tam extremely desir- 
ous to receive them from you, as 
from my brother: and since we are 
both Christians, and the Mahonie- 
tans, though wicked, are still in peace 
with all of their own sect, itis ft it 
should be the same betwixt us. And 
T do declare, that forthe future I will 


receive no embassy from the kine of 


Egypt, nor from any of those king- 
doms which have formerly sent ain- 
bassadors to us, nor from any other 
king but only from yeur highness, 
from whom I do earnestly desire to 
have them come ; for the Mahome- 
tan kings, by reason of the difference 
that is betwixt us in religion, do 
never look upon me as their friend, 
and do only pretend to have a kind- 
ness for me, that they may trade 
with the more conyeniency and se. 
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curity within my dominions, from 
whence they draw great proit, ex. 
porting yearly great quantities of 
gold, whercot they are extremely 
covetous ; while at the same time 
they have no rea! friendship for me, 
for which reason i take no pleasure 
in their gain; but this. having been 
a custom oi my ancestors, was tobe 
endured ; though, after all, the only 
thing that hinders me from making 
war upon them, and coniouncing 
them, is the fear of provoking them 
thereby to violate and destroy the 
temple of Jerusalem, where the se- 
pulchre of Christ ts, which God hath 
been pleased to leave ip the hands of 
those filthy Mahometans, and to de- 
molish the churches that are in Egypt 
aid Syria. This is the only cause 
why I do not invade and conquer 
them, which I am sorry 1 am not at 
liberty to do. 

“() king, I can by no means re- 
joice in the Christian kings of Eu- 
rope, who, as I am informed, do not 
agree In one heart, but are at war one 
with another. Be you ali unanimous, 
and in friendship one with another. 
For my own part, had fa Christian 
king in my neighbourhood, I would 
never be absent from him. I do not 
now what to say of these matters, 
nor what to do, since God seems te 
have ordained things to be as they 

The following is an extract from 
his letter to the Pope :— 

‘ T must expostulate with you, ho- 
lv father: why do you not exhort 
the Christian kings, your sons, to 
lay Gown their arms, as becomes 
brethren, and to agree among them- 
selves; secing they are all you! 
sheep, and you are their pastor’ 
Your holiness is not ignorant of the 
eospel-commands, and of its having 
said, ‘A kingdom divided against 
itself cannot stand, but will become 
desolate. Vor if those kings would 
but all join together, they would 
quickly destroy all the Mahometans, 
and with ease demolish the sept! 
chre of their false prophet. App! 
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yourself therefore to this, holy father, 
that so there may bea firm peace and 
coniederacy established among them, 
and exhort them to assist us, who are 
besteged on all sides by wicked Ma- 
hometans and Moors. The ‘Turks 
and Moors can assist one another, and 
their kings and rulers do all agree 
together: I have a Mahometan for 
my neighbour, who is constantly sup- 
plied with arms, horses, and all mili- 
tary weapons, by princes of his own 
sect, namely, the kings of India, Per- 
sia, and Egypt. Thisisa great mor- 
tification to me, to see the enemies 
of ‘he Chrisizan religion enjoy peace, 
and live towether like brethren ; and 
at tue same time, to see Christian 
kins, my brethren, not in the least 
concerned at the injuries I endure ; 
not one of them offering to succour 
ive as becomes a Christian, notwith- 
standing the filthy sons of Mahomet 
are abvays ready to succour one ano- 
t not that I desire any soldiers 
oi them, for 1 have enough of my 
Own, and to spare ; but all that I ce- 
sire of them, is, only their prayers 
and su plications, and your holiness’ 
and my brethren’s favour. The rea- 
son why [ want your friendship, is, 
that I may be furnished by you with 
such things as are necessary to ter- 
rify the Mahometans, the enemics 
of the name of Christ; and that my 
neighbours may be made sensible of 
iy being favoured by the Christian 
<ingsymy brethren, and of their being 
ready to assist me whenever there 
shall be occasion; which would be 
much for the honour of all of us that 
ere of the same faith and religion, 
end do intend to persist therein. 
* God fulfil your desires to the 
praise of Jesus Christ, and of God our 
ather, who Is praised by all through 
allages. And you, my lord and holy 
father, with all the saints of Christ at 
Rome, embrace me ; ; and let all my 
subjects, and all that dwell in Ethio- 
Pla, be received with the same em- 
Yraces 5 and let thanks be returned 
‘o Christ with your spirit.” 
a only use which the King of 
‘ortugal and the Pope made of this 
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intercourse with Abyssinia, was to 
attempt to reduce them to the obedi- 
ence of the Roman Pontiff. Spien- 
did missions were sent thitner with 
that view, and these missions were 
supported by Portuguese troops. 
lor a time, one of the Abyssinian 
emperors was brought under the Ko- 
mish yoke; and he laboured, with 
the aid of the Portuguese forces, to 
impose the same yoke on the necks 
of his subjects. A long and bloody 
civil war was the consequence, in 
which, though the emperor was al- 
ways successful, yet he made no pro- 
gress in reconciling his subjects to 
the church of Rome. At length, dis- 
gusted with the insolence ef the Ro- 
mish missionaries, and shocked by a 
view of the misery and desolation 
which his adherence to them had 
brought on his country, he at length 
decreed to drive them out’ef Abys- 
sinia, and to restore the religion of 
the land to its former footing. This 
was the last act of the Emperor’s life, 
and happened about the year 1665S. 

His son, Seltem Saged, was assail- 
ed by the Romish Patriarch, with the 
most perseveriug importunity, to re- 
store him to the possession of the 
power of which he had been depriv- 
ed. The reply of the young prince 
throws much light on the religious 
state of Abyssinia at the time when 
these events took place in that coun- 
try. Itis as follows : 


“The letterof Seltem Saged, cometh 
to the Patriarch, with the peace of 
God. 

“ My Lord, 

“ Hear what we say and write 
to you: we have received your let- 
ter, and do uncerstand all that it con- 
tains. As to your desiring to know 
why we have turned you out of the 
post wherein God and the emperor 
had placed you ; your lordship can- 
not but be sensible, that so long as 
we were under our father the Em- 
peror, we never disobeyed him in 
any one thing ; nor did we ever so 


much as open our mouth against any 
thing that he did; but were so sub- 
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missive to him in all things, that we 
never said, 1 will have this, or I will 
have that; or I like this, or dislike 
a that; insomuch, that I do not re- 
mt OE member, that during his life, I ever 
| did any thing of my own head, but 
did still what he commanded me. 
As to the business of your religion, 
our soul never entered into its coun. 
cils, neither did + e ever join with 
any counsellors either to build it up, 
cr destroy it. We need not be 
told, that the Emperor sent for your 
lordship, and that the fathers like- 
Wise came with his consent; as we 
! need not, that ever since your com- 
eo ing he has been continually embroil- 
4 ed in wars for endeavouring to es- 
tablish your faith; fighting some- 
\ ij times with his sons, and at other 
he) times with his slaves, whom he had 

raised from the dunghill to great 
it honours: in so much that, from the 
i first hour we were able to bear 
arms, we have never done any thing 
but fightin obedience to our father’s 
‘ commands, which we always obey- 
a ed. After the battle 1 had in the be- 
cjuning of this winter with Oenade- 
gu, our learned monks and people 
having assembled themselves toge- 
ther in the camp, took the confi- 
dence to tell my father their thoughts 
freely in the following words :— 
‘ Sir, how long are we to be “om 
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thus, and to Ure ourseives about 
j j things that are good for pee? 
a = desire to know, when we are to 
Pe rive over fighting with our kinsloiks 
ind brethren ; or cutting cur richt 


left?’ What great 
betwixt the Ro- 


hand off with out 
difference 1s there 
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bY | i man faith and ours! Vor do they of 
ope) tome teach, that there are two na- 
ee ‘ures In Christ; and have not we al- 
Bh? ways believed and taughtthe same, 


n aflirming that our Lord Christ is 
ocala God and perfect man; per- 


’ Jy { 
eae cect man as to his humanity, and 
be a erfect God as to his divinity? But 
£5 whereas those his two natures are 
eh not separated, his divinity being 
as united to the flesh, and not separated 
es. | ‘vom it, and his flesh to the divinity ; 
4 ve do not fer that reason afiirm them 
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to be two, but one ; being made go 
out of two causes, and that not so as 
to confound and mix those natures 
in their beings ; but on the account 
of their bemg one and the same 
principle, we call them by the name 
of that union ; so that our controver. 
sy with them in this matter is of 
small importance: neither was it the 
cause of our having Hat so much 
fighting, but it was because they de- 
pied us the blood in the communion, 
notwithstanding Christ has told us 
positively in his Gospel, that uniess 
we eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink his blood, you shall not 
inberit eternal life. And notwith- 
stencing that Christ himself, when 
he instituted the sacrament, after 
having given his body to his disci- 
ples, and received it himself, did not 
say, ‘ The blood is in my flesh which 
I have given you ;’ but on the con- 
trary, he said, ¢ Vake and drink, and 
divide it among you :’ his disciples 
doing as he commanded them, and 
as he eave them to understand by 
saying, * Do this in rememberance 
of me.’ Neither was this the only 
thing that discontented the people.” 
SC 

‘‘ Tor these and divers other rea- 
sons, the people far and near werc 
much discontented, and said to the 
f.mperor, * Hear what we have to 
say, and either give us leave to live 
quietly, or knock us on the head, 
since the war does thicken upon us 
daily. When the Emperor was 
told this by all his people, he, with- 
oucour joining with them in it, find- 
ing that there was no ‘other way (0 
G uict their minds s;and that he w ould 
not be able to punish them much 
joneer, commanded his counsellors 
to advise torether what was best to 
; who, after a serious con 

to this resolution, that 
all return to their ancient 


be done 
sult, came 
ars must 


‘ligion and customs. 

‘“ Your lordship, in being acquaint 
ed with this, wi!] know the reason 
Ww hy you are tur ned out of your places 
which God and the emperor had be- 
stowed on you; and that the very 
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sane emperor that sent for your 
jordship, and gave you your autior!- 
ty, Was the person that deprived you 
of it: wherefore since an Alexan- 
drian abuna (bishop) is on his way 
hitner, and he his sent us word, that 
he cannot be in the same country 
wiih a Roman patriarch and fathers ; 
we have ordered you to repair to 
Frermona, and there to remain. As 
to what your lordship now offers, 
which is, that if the people of Ethi- 
opia will but continue in the obedi- 
ence of the Roman church, you will 
dispense with them as to all matters 
which are not contrary to the faith ; 
that comes too late now ; for how is 
it possibie for them to return to that 
whica they have not only forsaken, 
but do abumunate, how they have had 
ataste of their old religion again ? 
For can a grown man be born again, 
oenier a second Ume into his mo- 
tier’s womb £ Your fordship further 
desves, Loat we would assembie our 
learne ) men to dtspure with you be- 
lore you depart, about matters of 
lati: this ought also to have been 
(one in the beyvinning ; besides, is 
that cause like to be supported by 
arvuments, Which has been main- 
tuned hitherto only by force and 
violence? By taking estates from 
somes and throwing oilers into pri- 
son, and punishing others more se- 
Vrely 5 and that for no other reason, 
but because they would not embrace 
rour faith ? Andas if that had not 
sven sufficient, you have dragged 
great multitudes out of the deserts, 
Yho would have been contented to 
have lived there upon herbs, and 
confined them to prisons ; nay, the 
Poor people that would have been 
glad to have buried themselves in 
“ves, not having escaped your per- 
ecution. Now what a_barbarity 
Yould it be, to go and tease poor 
People with arguments, who have 
‘ulered so much in deserts and ban- 
‘oments ? It would certainly be a 
‘ty unjust thing, both in the sight 
fGod and man. As to your lord- 
“Up's desiring to have a Portuguese 
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guard to attend you, that cannot be 3 
but we shall appoint a very honest 
man, and who hus a great train of 
servants to convey your lorusilpy 
and all your goods in salety, to ime 
place whither you are to go.”’ 

The Romish Patriarch, however, 
persisting in his attempts to recover 
his power, the Emperor sent him 
another letter, in which is the fol- 
lowing passage. 

‘“ We must tell you, that now your 
expulsion is determined, it is to no 
purpose: to allege reasons why you 
cannot go; and that if you should 
shuffle any longer with our orders, 
it will be your ruin. Have we taken 
any thing from you that you have 
got in Ethiopia, that. you should dis- 
obey us, and say you will not go: 
This is not right. Begone, there- 
fore, without making any further re- 
ply or excuse ; your expulsion be- 
ing determined, as you will under- 
stand by the order you will re- 
celve.”’ 

It is impossible not to feel warm- 
ly interested in the destinies of this 
people, and to desire and pray that 
their constancy, in resisting the pa- 
pal yoke, and maintaining the para- 
mount authority of the Scriptures, 
may be rewarded by an influx, in 
these latter days, of scriptural light, 
which may make that country the 
means of enlightening the adjacent 
regions of Africa and Asia, lying at 
present in the depth of Mohamme- 
dan darkness. I know no project 
which has been entertained by the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
numerous and have 
been their projects of bencficence, 
which promises a richer harvest of 
blessings than that of giving the 
pave word of God to the millions of 
Abyssinia. 


° 24} »T} ‘ ‘ 
exceiient as 


Iam, &c. 





To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
Your correspondent ACADEMICUS, 
in yournumber for last month, wish- 
es for information on a passage In 
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the 27th chapter of St. Matthew, 
verses 52, 53—** And the graves 
were opened, and many bodies of 
the saints which slept arose, and 
came out of the graves after his re- 
surrection, and went into the holy 
city, and appeared unto many.” 

He inquires,what became of these 
persons, as it does not seem that they 
continued in the city? Though the 
sacred historian has given us no light 
upon this question, we may, howev- 
er, venture to hazard an opinion up- 
on it, if our conjectures be not con- 
trary to reason and Scripture. ‘The 
Evangelist speaks of these persons as 
saints. We may therefore safely 
conclude, that our merciful Father 
would not have raised them to life, 
on that happy occasion, to subject 
them again to the temptations and 
trials of this sinful world, and to un- 
dergo the pains of a second death. 
Itis most probable that they were re- 
ceived up into heaven, like our bless- 
ed Saviour, though not with the same 
circumstances of majesty and glory. 
Enoch and [:lijah had before been 
translated in the flesh tothe regions 
of immortality, and the resurrection 
ef these saints was but an anticipa- 
tion of that event, which shall hap- 
pen to the whole human race in the 
last great day of the world. It, 
doubtless was intended as a farther 
proof to the Jews, that the same 
Power, which had raised from the 
dead the Son of God, would, in like 


manner, raise the fallen children of 
Adam from the gloomy mansions of 


the grave. 


ow wee 


Vo the Edttor of the Christian Gbsenct 
Your corresponcent, signed Aca- 
DEMICUS, Is Informed, that the col- 


lection of HlHebrew BISS. (viz. that of 


Dr. Buchanan) referred to, in his 
paper for Jast montii, page 79, does 
not contain any Hebrew copy cf the 
book of Ezra. ‘There are, mcd 
Syriac copies of that book in te 
above collection, which may be con- 
sulted ; but I very much doubt whe- 


ther the quotation from Justin Mar- 
tyr, noticed by your correspondent, 
has, or ever had, any place in the 
canonical text of the Hebrew or 
Greek. The 6th chapter of Ezra 
contains twenty-two verses, of which 
the first eighteen in the original are 
in Chaldaic, the remaining verses 
are in Hebrew, and record the cele- 
bration of the first Passover since 
the return of the Jews from Baby- 
lon, and their Pentecost, or least of 
Weeks. The same transactions are 
recorded, and nearly in the same 
words, in the Apocrapha, | Esdras, 
ch. vil. ; but in neither of these par- 
allel passages is Ezra mentioned, 
only that such things were done by 
the children of Israel ; nor are any 
words spoken by Ezra recorded on 
these occasions in either passage. 
Neither the present Hebrew nor 
Greek copies of this book, therefore, 
are found to support the assertion of 
Justin. I have looked into Dr. Ken- 
nicott’s Dissertations, but find no no- 
tice of any such corruption of the 
Hebrew text ; so that, in my humble 
Opinion, it has been a gloss in the 
margin, or comment of some Greck 
copy, afterwards taken into the text, 
but which was never admitted into 
the public canonical text. It would 
be altorether unjust to charge the 
Jews with expunging so important 
a testimony of the Saviour without 
proof, as no Liebrew copy, with wich 
we are acquainted, is known to give 
the least countenance to the suspl- 
cion ; but, on the contrary, there is 
every ground to suppose that not 
many years before Jusun Marty?’ 
there were some corrupt and vitiated 
copies in the Greck tongue, as those 


by Aquila, Thecdotion, and Symmé | 


chus. Aguila made his_ version 


about A.D. 180; and he, who from 


paganism had embraced Christan 
ty, now became a Jew. Theod 
tion judaized ; and Symmachus W 
a renegado from the ae 
Phbeir mischief, whatever they iG 
must have principally operated 1 
translating of the Hebrew 
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the Greek, with the avowed design 
9 ruin the reputation of the Septua- 
cint, and to corrupt and darken the 
prophecies relating to Christianity. 
Now, Sir, admitting it was so, it can- 
jot hence be proved, that it was in 
(he power of those men, or of any 
cthers, tO corrupt and mutilate the 
Hebrew text of the Old Testament, 
waich is the point in question. 
3; 5 
bo the Editor of the Ciristian Observer. 

[xxow not whether it is that your 
orrespoundents enjoy a greater share 


of prosperiiy than the generality of 


mankind, or thut they are, at least, 
more — — exempt from 
the storms and trials of life: to what- 
ever Cause the phenomenon may be 
were certain it 1S, that the sub- 

etol a Pliction has but seldom occu- 
vied a place in your truly ere 
work. Praces, indeed, « {that trouble 
to which men is born ‘4as the sparks 
ty upward,’ frequently appear in 
every one of your volumes. Your obit- 
wary has often recorded the breach- 
eswhich death has made in every 
iss of the community, and occa- 
sonuily testified the excellences of 
ieceused Christians, and the sorrows 
ui survivors over departed worth ; 
utrarely has the mourner been di- 
rected to thenn sources of instruction 
aid consolation which religion so 
suundanily affords. I cannot, how- 
every but think, that many of your 
eaders, who, during the course of 
our most useful labours, may have 
“sted of the cup of afliiction, must 
hive wished that your pages had 
more frequentiy adverted to that 
banful but interesting subject. Al- 
OW me, therefore, to suggest a few 
‘ints upon it; which, as they will 
% the result of some degree of ex- 
rimental know ledge, may »perhaps, 
that account, be not altogether 
‘worthy of attention. Ifthey should 
‘Ppear to be more immediately “a 


. adle to the sorrow occasioned b 

¢ loss of friends, they will be 
“arcely Jess so to any other descri 

“on of trouble. 
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Affliction, like death, commonly 
meets us unexpectedly. We alk, in- 
deed, of our liabihtty to calamities 
of every kind, like mariners in fair 
weather, of the possibility of storms 
and shipwreck ; but, like them, we 
scarcely believe that these evils will 
actually overtake ourselves, though 
we are perpetually hearing of them 
with respect to others, and perhaps 
witnessing the scattered fragments 
of their happiness around us. Rarely 
does any one, in this point, derive 
wisdom or caution from the example 
of others. We commonly think, 
like the secure and short-sighted 
Psalmist, that our mountain Is too 
strong to be moved, our happiness 
too well founded, and too watchiully 
euarded, to be easily shaken or de- 
stroyed, tll an arrow 1s suddenly 
discharged from a quarter, perhaps, 
where we deemed ourselves most 
iree from alarm, by which we are 
wounded anc fall. There are, doubt- 
less, some Christians who are so ha- 
bitually sober and vigilant, that afilic- 
tions, when they arrive, do net thus 
take them by surprise; but few, 1 
believe, ever become so but by disci- 
pline ; by means of treuble waiich 
d of their lives, 


has, at some per 10d 
assuiled them unawares. Before the 
instruction thus received by Adver- 
sity, we, for the most part, listen to 
the flattering tale of Hope, that sor- 
row shall never very deeply shade 
our brow ; that yoy shall ever be ours. 
But we are, at length, painiully un- 
deceived; andour surprise and alarm 
are proportioned to our previous 
peace and security. How frequently 
have the fairest prospects been thus 
unexpectedly obscured, the brightest 
hopes disappointed, the apparently 
firmest basis of human happiness de- 
stroyed ! Calamities—the bare idea 
of which, when occasionally present- 
ed, in the midst of present freedom 
even from the prospect of their ap- 
proach, by that busy imagination 
which delights in picturing scenes 
of fancied sorrow as well as joy, has 
made us shrink with apprehension— 
have suddenly been realized, and lets 
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the mournful subject of them dis- 
mayed and overwhelmed by the un- 
expected pressure. Certainly no one 
ought to be thus unprepared for al. 
fliction, nor thus astonished at its ar- 
rival; and when we are so, it is, 
doubtless, a proof that we have for- 
eotten our condition, our deserts, and 
our necessities as guilty, corrupt, and 
dying creatures. I shall not, how- 
ever, stay to point out that which 
the observation and experience of 
every day may teach us—our vari- 
ous and perpetual Hability to afflic- 
tlon—or to expostulate with those 
who are guilty of the folly and incon- 
sistency of forgetting it. But sup- 
pose that the trial, which of all others 
we have, perhaps, most dreaded, has 
actually overtaken us; that * the 
thing,” which, like Job, we * greatly 
feared,” has come upon us. Thus 
visited, then, by affliction, how shall 
we regard it; whither shall we look 
for relief; how shall we conduct 
ourselves under it? Not to feed the 
chastising band of God, and that 
deeply, in proportion to the weight 
of the blow which is inflicted, would 
argue adegree of stoical indifference 
whoily inconsistent with the Chris- 
tian character, and subversive of the 
very design with which affliction is 
sent. Let those who are disposed 
either to think lightly of trouble 
when at a distance, or to brave it 
when actually arrived, listen to the 
following striking admonition of a 
late eminent prelate of our Church, 
and learn from it a better wisdom 
than his own. ‘Say not,” says this 
energetic writer, “that affliction Is 
not az evil: say thatit is to be borne 
with humility, as the punishment of 
sin; to be endured with fortitude, as 
the instrument of good ; to be ac- 
cepted with thankfulness, as the dis- 
cipline of God, whereby he trains 
his sons to virtue, and fits the virtu- 
ous for glory : but confess that It Is 
that which the most perfect natures 
do the most abhor; that which it Is 
the wisdom of man, with due sub- 
mission to the dispensations of Provi- 
enced, to shun*.” 

* Bishop Horsley’s Sermons, vol. ii. p. 148, 
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This epitome of the views with 
which affliction ought to be regurded, 
is obviously derived from that ie. 
markable passage in the twellii Chup- 
ter of the epistle to the Hebrews, the 
substance of which is comprised ip 
the two following verses My 
son, despise not thou the chastening 
of the Lord, nor tatut when thou art 
rebuked of him. For whom the 
Lord toveth, he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he re- 
ceiveth.—Now no chastcning for the 
present scemeth to be joyous, but 
erlevous : nevertheless, alterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fh ult of righ- 
teousness, unto them which are ex- 
ercised thereby.’ Vo point out some 
of the more eminent and valuable of 
these fruits of sanctified affliction is 
my principal design in addressing 
you. I say of sane/zfied affliction, for 
it is of the utmost importance to ob- 
serve, that to th7s alone do the pre- 
ceding and all other similar declara- 
tions of Scripture refer. Affliction 
does not in itself possess any power 
to produce such salutary effects. It 
is, like every thing else, merely an 
instrument in the hands of God, 
which is frequently used for the sole 
purpose of punishment, and is some- 
times the occasion of aggravated 
euilt and misery. It is with divine 
as with human chastisement, that the 
dishosition of the subject renders it 
either beneficial or otherwise ; with 
this important difference, that as to 
the former, it is owing to the special 
influence of Him who inflicts it, that 
the disposition to profit by the cor- 


recting dispensation is produced. | 
Without this, chastisement would be | 
reccived by all, as it is by the wicked | 
and impenitent, with the suallenness | 
and obstinacy of a froward slave, Un. — 


der the lash of an incensed mastels | 
wis@ 


but with this peculiar blessings 


submitted to with the meek and In- | 
eenuous feelings of a dutiful though | 
offending child towards a displease¢s 
It is to childrens, 
therefore, whether then first partake 
ers of the filial spirit, or visited aS 
having already received it, that 7 


yet revered parent. 
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fliction is sancufied, and rencdere 
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vhimately beneficial. Having pre- 
gised thus much, I wouid now pro- 
seed to Observe, in the first place, 

|. That afflictton thus under the 
sancufying direction of the Father 
of mercies, is productive of most im- 
portant benefit, by the views which 
‘tis the means of exciting concern 

Trouble of any kind i is com- 
associated in the human mind 
with some ideaofmisconduct. “ We 
wwe verily guilty concerning our 
brother,’ was the united feeling of 
Joseph’s brethren, when first im- 
prisoned by the unknown governor 
{Ezypt; “ therefore is this distress 
come uponus.” And even with the 
children of God, the first impres: 
of calamity is generally connected 
with the conviction of sin, and the de- 
sertof punishment. Who that has 
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been afl recolicet the 
furee with which this painiul feeling 
pressed upon his mind, and the 
must involuntary emotion with which 
iw uttered the conkessi ion of the Roy- 
' Penittent, “ I have sinned against 
he Lord.” There is in this some- 
thi ie far more than a mere gencral 
coviction of guilt as a sinful and 
corrupt creature, somcihing sfecial 
ind particular in the recollecuions to 
which this bes age pives rise. 
In the case either of the careless 
hominal Christian, or of the back- 
‘lider, the voice of God is as it were 
heard, in awakening afflictions, ad- 
lressing him in the words of the 
Psalmist, ** Zhese things,’ of which 
thy conscience is the accusing wit- 
ness, “ hast thou done, and I kept 
‘lence,’ for a time, “and thou 
thourhtest,” or wert beginning to 
‘uink, “ that I was altogether such an 
ne as thyself,” regardless of evil, 
ind unwilling to punish it; “ bat I 
will reprove thee” by this calamity, 
“and set them inorder before thee,” 
‘N somewhat of that convincing and 
‘arming light, in which they “have 
wer been in the sight of my coun- 
enance, Many examples of this 
‘ind occur in Scripture, to which 
‘ose who are conversant with it 
Christ. Obsery, No. 124 


ale 
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will readily recur, and few perhaps 
will be at a loss for instances of a 
more personal nature. In some 
cases, both public and private, there 
is so marked a correspondetce be- 
tween the sin and its visitauon by 
affliction, that the eye of the mind, 
purged of its temporary blindness 
by the heavenly Physician, cannot 
fail, however painfully, to perceive 
it, and the lips, thus opened to con- 
ession, to exclaim with David, 
* Righteous art thou, O Lord, and 
justare thy judgments!’ Itis true, 
that in the progress of the real Chris- 
tian’s views and feelings in affliction, 
this sad 1 of guilt and pun- 
ishment will be wradually softened, 
and oe bes cheering 
in some cases, by more just ap- 
maui 4 ec Divine 
IVOCCEGINGS. But the effect of af- 
liction wiil still be a deeper convic- 
tion both ef the evilofsinin general, 
and ef his own particular oe ey 
sions. He will, indeed, if he be a 
true believer in Christ, feel most 
keenly the ingratitude and baseness 
of sin; but ke will also feel, with a 
force to which he was before a stran- 
ger, its folly and malignity, its bit- 
terness and misery ; that it is that 
which has hidden or snatched yvood 
things from him—which separates 
between him and his God, which 
disturbs and poisons all created good. 
And what are the practical lessons 
which he whose mind has been thus 
opened to instruction learns from 
such dispensations? He perceives 
in a clearer and more convincing 
point of view, the oly character, and 
the moral government of God. He 
acquires a more vivid hatred and 
dread of sin. He stands in awe of 
the Divine judgments. He watches 
more carcfully against temptation :— 
he fears even the approach, the oc- 
casion, and the appearance of evil. 
He saith unto God, “I have borne 
chastisement——Z wil sin no more.” 
Experience and dispositions such as 
these are well purchased at the ex- 
pense of affliction; and the cor- 
ak 
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sciousness of having uned them 
tends to console the sufferer amidst 
wi his trouble. “his, however, 1s 
buta parcol that peaceful tiuit which 
is the result of sanctified affliction. 
2. Increased Aumtity is another 
of its effects, and one of the niost 
valuable and important. “Phis 1s, in- 
deed, closety connected with the con- 
Iie, whose comicorts 
have been Jaid pros- 
hand ot God, 


Victton of sin. 

or whose hopes 
trate by the ailicung 
cannot, if he be under the Divine 
teaching and guidance, be disposed 
to indulge pride, or a high conceit 
of hisown merit. Lhe biow which 
mus levelied or reduced 
atthe same time brought down every 
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the excellent fruits of sanctificd af. 
fiction. Have you lost much of 
What constituted your carthly bappi- 
Mess & 
the support, the delighi, or the com. 
fortot your lile £ Are you suffering 
from privations of any 
trials Wuich are continually recuizine 
amidst the circumstances in which 
you dwell? Yet think of the nulti- 
plied blessings which sull surround 
you—Dblessings, even of a temporal 
nature, of which you are contesscdly 
unworthy—which you have, perhaps, 
long undervatued 3; which the remo- 
val or the dhhhalting of something 
overprized has at iength taughe you 
to csteem arieht. it SOMETIMES 
Aimighty to pour upon 
uS a profusion of bounties, which 
— cr the imordinate desire of 

yet denied, leads us to ne- 
ant “i com! narat! vely to despise. 
In such a case, is it not Just, by dis 
mintsAins the store which 
thius unchankially received, 
licuily to convince us of our 
not 
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us, also,is the same tribute 


an 


re spared, as fora P reviou ly ulle: 
cup 3 ; and if we are disposed to re- 


rard with more tender aifection our 
lac » -} { os ’ tg . > a 7 natn 
lessened portion, to cherish it wha 


more Christian care, to 
be more devoutly thenkful for 1, 


really 


and more genulne 


to derive 
happiness from it than we knew ve 
fore. we may surcly 
peculiar blessing 3 a 
scuse say, “It is good for me that 
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have been afflicted.” 
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cau ever deprive us: The riches 
of tne Divine goodness and mercy 
jn our redemption by Jesus Christ 
ay iat transcend ail the treasures of 
this world, as the heavens are higher 
tuan the earth, as time is exceeded 

elecnity. The Christian whose 
mind has been enlightened to per- 
ceive the grace of God revealed by 

whose faith 

braced the promises of forgiveness 
and recouciliatioh, and who has felt 
in hisaseit the workings oi the Spirit 
of Carist, drawlig up his thoughts 

biga and heavenly things, must 
ss, and 
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the Gospel, has eim- 


abkiuine 
support and = hy 
which are infinitely bevond 


possess grounds of th 
aiuna ol 
the rich- 
est sources mereiy of this world’s 
and enurely independent of 

its influence or control. itis, how- 
ever, in the hour of distress and sor- 
row that the valuc of spiritual bless- 
ings Is chiefly felt. may, in- 
deed, and, under the influence of the 
erace of God, undoubtedly snall 
beat all times unfeignedly thankful 
lor the mercies of Redemption ; but 
when the earthly cistern is broken, 
orthe human gourd withered—when 
the objects of worldly expectation 
snd delight shall no ionger blossom, 
or shall cease to yield their accuse 
frun—then is it, that the 
Christian does most emphatically 
ejoice in the Lord, and yoy ia the 
0d Of his salvation; then is Christ 
increasingly prectous, his mediation 
Wore valuable, his yoke more easy, 
ls promises of present and cternal 
rest more refreshing and delihitul. 
‘iis under the pressure, or in the 
Prospect, of afflicuion and trial, that 
uc Apostles are seen to bre: ik forth 
nd thanksgiving for the 


COO, 


\V Cc 


we 


{ > P 
tomed 


J 
4 
{ 
‘ 


at IS 


ae eS A ; . w 
MO praise a 
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easured up in Christ 5 and itis in 
similar circumstances that his disci- 
ics have ever most d leeply felt their 


ue. Hf, then, 


such a di ispo SILION 
Gj ne be, 


as it Ce rtainly 1S, 
slly to be desired, and productive 
— rtant practical consequences, 
alitction which is the means of 
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exciting it must be acknowledged to 
be eventually a biessing. 

The loss or the denial of earthiy 
good, and the increased conviction 
of the vaiue of spiritual ble: 
will, under the Divine influence, aad 
ereatiy to the earnestness and fer- 
vour of the Christian in the cacercises 
cf devotion. “ They,” says Arch- 
bishop Leighton*®, * who have been 
used to the mr 
devotion, 
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fies pray more fervently and niore 
frequently than ordinary, and this ts 
to be numbered among the chief bene- 
jits attending efflictions ; and it would 


surcly be weil worth our while to exe 


pericnce all the hardest pressures of 
them, If we may gain that the 
Janguor and sloth, and stupidity Into 
which our minds and our souls are 
ready insensioly to sink, while all 1s 
calm and serene about us, may be 
happily shaken off by something 
whichthe wv wie may Cail on unhappy 
evenim—that some more violent gust 
of wind te the sacred flame, 
that seems almost exlneuished, and 
blow it up Into greater ardour.’ It 
wes not ull the Israelites sorely felt 
the bondage and the cruelty of Egypt, 
that they cried carnestly to the Lord 
for deliverance. Had th e sunshine 
of royal favour, In which they basked 
curing the lit 
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in dec waters, that so we, who in 
prosperity do but whisper or mutter 
out our prayers, may jrom the defiihs 
cry aloud unto him. (), how fre- 
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nothing but gentic zephyrs and 
flowery fields, «nd calm repose, as 
the lot of our life ; for these plea- 
sant things often prove the most dan- 
serous enemies to our nobler and 
dearer life. Oh! how true is that 
saying, that prayer is fervent in 
straits, but in joyful and prosperous 
circumstances, if not quite cold and 
dead, at least lukewarm. Oh! hap- 
py straits, ifthey favour our corres- 
pondence with Heaven, and quicken 
our Jove to celestial objects, without 
which, what we call life may more 
properly deserve the name of death.” 
——It may be added, that together 
with the more frequent and fervent 
exercise of prayer, tie word of God 
with become far more valuable and 
delightful to the afflicted Christian. 
Lhere are many parts of Scripture 
which can only be rightly understood 
and cordially received under circum- 
stances of trial. On these a new 
and holy light will be shed by the 
Spirit of God, and then will the 
Christian truly say, ‘ Unless thy 
faw had been my delight, I should 
then have perished in my affliction.” 
“ ‘Thy statutes have been my songs 
5 

5. But as the increased fervour of 
our pravers for spiritual blessings, 
and additional delight in the word 
ef God, is one of the consequences 
of sanctified affliction, it does also, 
by a happy kind of necessity, drive 
the soul to fly as it were fo s’ek its 
refuge under tie wing of the Divine 
Gooducss, and to fix its hope upfion 
God. And this is undoubtedly ano- 
ther most important advantage which 
the pious soul gains by adversity, 
that it calls or rather tears away the 
affections from earthly objects, when 
obstinately adhering to them. How 
strongly the love of the world is na- 
turally rooted in our hearts needs 
not to be insisted on—nor how abso- 
lutely essential it is, both to our pre- 
sent peace and toour hope of heaven, 
that this Shoutd be subdued. and 
even eradicated. We are all natu- 
vally inclined to wish for a double 
paradise—for one in the present 
vorld formed ofa 
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are, perhaps, in some cases innocent- 
ly dear to us—trom the uninter. 
rupted enjoyment of which we de. 
sire to be translated to that which has 
been regained in Heaven. But this 
must not, and cannot be. There js 
but one paradise for man, which, if 
we are truly wise, we shall seek in 
the realms cf unclouded light and 
purity. In the mean time, we must 
not be surprised, if He, to whom man 
is dearer than to himsel{*, should 
defeat his plans, disappoint his hopes, 
and destroy the self-formed fabric of 
his happiness. “ Vere suos aiiat, 

says Seneca, “et severe Deus.” God 
loves his children truly ; but he love: 

them severe/y. He will not, there- 
fore, indulge them in that which may 
either ultimately prove their ruin, o: 
even be injurious, though less fatal- 

ly, to their spiritual welfare. Like 
a wise and tender parent, he chas- 
tises them in those particular ways 
which may be most conducive tothei 
profit, that they may be partakers of 
his holiness. ‘ He threatens,” says 
St. Chrysostem, * that he may not 
strike—he strikes, that he may not 
destroy.” And, behold! happy is 
the man whom the Almighty thus 
correcteth—who by the destitution 
of creature-comforts is led to place 
his hopes in the Lord his God, and 
whose expectation of happiness is 
from him alone—who, from the fail- 
ure of the earthly stream, is driven 
to the ever-flowing fountain of living 
water, of which whoso tasteth shall 


thirst no more—who is weaned [rom 


worldly hopes and dependences, and 


is persuaded determinately to fix his 3 
affections on things above, where | 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of 
We may protess to do this,” 


God. 
and, in a certain degree, we 
really fulfil it,even when surrounded 
by earthly blessings—but such a (1s 
posiuon of mind is far more gene 


may 


rally the effect of sanctified afflicucn;_ 
and wherever itis produced, it affords : 
a peuce, and even a happiness, W hich 
no circumstances merely of thls, 


world can either give or take away 
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Nor will this comparative ab- 
straction from earthly objects lead to 
habits of barren contemplation and 
inactivity. On the contrary, sancti- 
fed affliction, while it will tend to 
refine, and elevate the soul above this 
lower world, witl ever be found to 
be productive of the most important 
aractical consequences. It will lead 
the humbled and awakened Christian 
to far more faithful and diligent self- 
examination than he was previously 
accustomed to exercise. He will 
spare no evil habit in which he had 
before too much acquiesced, nor any 
longer neglect the difficult and selt- 
denying duties to which he may 
have formerly been unwilling to at- 
iend. The voice of God has been 
heard loudly calling upon him to go 
and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
befal him—to be zealous and repent 
—io strengthen the things which 
were ready to die—to give proof of 
his professed love of God and of the 
Redeemer—to fulfil the work frecu- 
arly given him to do—to forget the 
which are behind, and to 
reach forth to those which are be- 
iorey pressing towards the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God 
in Christ Jesus. Affliction, of which 
this Is not in some measure the 
practical result, which is not, at 
one followed by a most sincere de- 

sire and purpose thus to grow in 
stacey and to be fruitful in every 
eood work, can scarcely be said to 
de sanctified ; but where this is in 
ay good degree effected, we may 
(erive from it the heart-felt and ex- 
ated consolation which the Psalmist 
"Xperienced, when he declared— 
“This is my comfort in my afflict lon; 
for thy word hath ¢z uickencd me?— 
‘Before I was afflicted I went astray. 
wut now I keep thy commandments. 

While sanctified afflictions will 
“us tend to quicken the subject of 
hem in all holy obedience to the 
Wil of God, it will have a particular 
nluence on the great Christian 
staces of patience and resignation, 
"> produce these in the heart is evi- 
"ently one of the most direct objects 
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of affliction. “ My brethren, count it 
all joy when ye tall into divers temp- 
tations, knowing this, that the trying 
of your faith worketh patience.’ 
Now whoever considers the condi- 
tion of man upon earth, the variety 
of calamities to which he is exposed, 
and the certainty with which every 
one ought to anticipate his own share 
of them, cannot surely complain, if 
by the ail-wise and gracious super- 
intendence of his heavenly Father, 
some tribulation, which for the time 
may be deeply grievous, should prove 
the means of working faiience, that 
temper of mind of which all dave 
need, that after we have done and 
suffered the will of God, we may at 
length “ inherit the promises.”? In- 
deed, of all the lovely train of hea- 
venly graces which adorn the Chris 

tlan character, paticnce under the 
chastening hand of the Father of out 
spirits, and resignation to the ap- 
pointments of his unerring wisdom, 
and boundless, though sometimes to 
us mysierious, poodness, most emi- 
nently glorify God, and promote ou: 

spiritual improvement. They tend 
in an especial manner to produce 

that self-denying, subdued, and pro- 
foundly submissive temper, which is 
of the essence of Christian holiness 
—which is precisely that disposition 
of mind which ts both the safest, and, 
notwithstanding first impressions, 
the happiest, to be habitually main- 
tained amidst the various changes 
and uncertainties of this morta! life 
—and which, by refining and invigo- 
rating the general character—by ac- 
customing the Christian pilgrim to 
mortification, and the sacrifice of his 

own carnal and earthly inclinations t 

the hely will of God—and by enur- 
ing him to live and walk by faith, t 

look chiefly at things unseen anc 
cternal, to place his supreme happi- 
ness and expectations in God, and to 
aspire after a state of unchangeable 


and endless felicity, forms the most 


direct and appropriate preparation 
for * the inheritance of the saints in 
light.” 
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Twill only add. as to th 
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effects of sanctified affliction, that 
there is one other disposition to 
which it Is peculiarly conducive; 
and that is, sympathy with the afflic- 
tions ofothers. “Haud ignara mali,” 
says the soul of the suffering Chris- 
thin, ‘‘miuseris succurrere disco.’ 
Vhe prosperous and the happy of 
this world may be benevolent, but 
they cannot deeply sympathise with 
the distressed. There is a peculiar 
tenderness of affection, which can 
only be learnt in the Christian school 
of affliction, which softens without 
unnerving the soul; which leads it, 
with true gencrosity and lively feel- 
ing, “to rejoice with them that re- 
woice ;’ and, above all, to % weep 
with them ¢hat weep.’ Doubtless, to 
promote this sympathetic disposi- 
tion, Is one Important part of the 
Divine intention in affliction 3; an in- 
tenuion which may be especially dis- 
ce ‘ned in the humiliation and suffer- 
ings of the Sonof Ged. He was tempt- 
“a or tried in all points like as we are, 
and is therefore both “touched with 
the feeling of our tnfirmities,’* and 
“Sable to succourthem that are tempt- 

ed.” It would be easy to enlarge on 
this most Interesting partol my sub- 
yect; for what aflicted Christian ever 
fuiled to derive some of his highest 
consolation in reflecting on his hum- 
ble and infinitely distant, y yet real cor- 
respondence,in suffering with hisex- 
sited and gracious Saviour. “Though 
he were aSon, vet learned he ebedi- 
ence by the things which he suffer- 
ed?) For it became him, for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all 
things, to make the Cafitain of their 
ealvation frerfect through suffering.” 
Can any real follower of his Lord and 
Master refuse to be made éke him, or 


vm fos a YY he _ MP Mm] ‘ 
to arm himself with the same mind, 


especially remembering the declara- 
ae 1 of he ie Apostle, * th at if w e suf- 
fe with him, we shall also reign with 
Pie | is SUPCLY a vie W white h 

annot but be both consoling and ani- 
alu io the affitcted Christian ; 


wnd which cannot be too diligently 


* See the exguisitely be: artift #/ Hymn on 
this passage, in vour number for Februar: 
i 


cultivated. But I must forbear, | 
have already trespassed too much on 
the patience of your readers, and 
will only beg their farther on Se 
whilst, in conclusion, I introduce 
their nouce, or call to their see 
lection, the following striking Das- 
sages from the discourses of a most 
able and energetic writer,* which 
comprise a very important view of 
this whole subject. 

“ Since the Son of God incarnate 
was made to pass through a state of 
very severe sufferings, ‘sd fore he as- 
cended up into heaven 3; and. since 
his saints and servants have, In this 
respect, been required to tread in 
his steps 3 we cannot but 4vow what 
our Tot is like to be in going through 
the same world. Nor shouid we only 
learn to lock for aililculons, we should 
be willug to find them, when we re- 
flect that they have failen so largely 
to the share of so many persons, bets 
ter than ourselves, and of rhe Son of 
God himself. Nay, we should be even 
thankful for our sufferings, did we 
consider the ends tor which they are 
inflicted on us, and the great good 
we receive from them.” 

* We thank God perhaps, when 
we do thank him, for frosferity, lor 
health, plenty, success, and honour. 
We dowell. They are the gifts of 
God’s providence, and demand our 
acknowledgments. But they are not 
the on/y blessings his goodness con- 
fers onus. .fdversiry should be added 
tothe number ol his favours, and re- 
membered in our most devout thanks- 
eivines. Blessed be God, for pain; 
sickness, disappointment, distress ; 
and every one of those various evus 


} 


with which the life of man 1s flilec, 9 


and which are the subjects of « 


hasty complaints; evils which ate | 


s = ‘oh 1 « 

our greatest good ; which ailtict, pus 
j f 1] 

purify, tear and harrow up the sok 
but prepare it for the seedsol virtue. 


‘ Blessed be God, that he is no 


so uukind as to try us by the mos it 
N-@ 


dangerous of all temptations, unl 
terrupted enti ; 


not undone by the accomplishme?§ 


* De. aden 


- that we area 











of our Wishes ; that he is pleased to 
chasuse us with his legitimate chii- 
dren, aid with his dear and only be- 
rolien Sons; whom we hope to iol- 


low, through the wate of the grave, 
‘oviui resurrection, and to be 
received by His into those man- 
ious Which he is now preparing 
ff, us in beaven; where he liveth 
reignet, with the Father and 


he oly Spirit, one God, world 
without end,” 
I have oniy to add my earnest 
prayers, that such may be the biessed 
nsequences of all our afflictions, 


} 


and remain, 


Yours, 
oe 

nem one esa we 
FAMILY SERMONS. No. XL. 
‘ dig ao 2 Blessed be the Gad and 
: ether of our Lard Jesus Christ, 
f which according to his abundant 
. nercy hath begotten us again unio 
atively hofie by the resurrection of 
e Jesus Christ from the dead. 
l lx these words are several things 

hich deserve to be particular ly no- 
n @eced. May the Spirit of God assist 
yr isin meditating upon them ! T pro- 
' a dose to consider them under the fol- 
of He owine heads. 
ni |. Yo shew that true Christians 
ot te begotten again of God; 
ny @ <. Lhat they are begotten again 
Cd Ba lkvely hope; 
- . Poat this is done by the resur- 


S° Be ction of Jesus Christ ; 
That for this they 

use fo bless God, 

‘Sy |. Phe true servants of God (such 

CUy 8 St. Peter Was) are 

yur Of God, “ accordi 

VC i wndant mercy, hath be 


have freat 
wo) 


begotten again 
Ln his 


footten us 


him. to 


: Sain’? Do we ask, with Nicode- 
tig us, how can this be?) Our inguiry 
lust be answered in the words of 
Saviour: « V ertly, verily, I say 
ySt 


ito you, except a man be born of 
ine | rater and of the Spirit, he cannot 
‘er the kinedom of God.” How 
this w onderfu! work 1s effected, it is 


“yond our understanding to com- 


5 
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how we 
were tormed at first, much less how 


prehend. We know not 


we are born again. In general it 
may be observed, that all men who 
come trom the first Adam, are con- 
ceived and born in sin; their nature 
ls corrupted and depraved ; so that 


they are prone of th cmusclves to do 


evil, and unable to do any thing that 
is truly good. But when a man be- 
lieves in Christ, the second Adam, 
and so is made a member of his 


body, he is quickened and animated 
by his Spirit, which, 
and principle of a 
he thereby becomes 
a different kind of 
What he was belore, and there 


belug the source 
pew itfe In him, 
anew creature, 
a creature from 


. 
‘fore Js 


properly said to be born again, ‘not 
ot ik ci a . f ly or ahi . >} > fF set 
LOO ly ho} 0) the Wii Ol Lhe sl@Si), 


nor of the wll of mits but of —— ia 
Lhe Spirit by whic led 
and influenced is that of God him 
self; whence It comes to that 
such a man is quite altered from 
what he was; he become, as if 
were, another man: his whele na- 
ture 1s changed ; he now partakes 
of the Divine nature ; and is made, 
according measure and capa- 
city, like ‘a himself. 


i hel IS Hoy 


Passy 


1S 


>to bis 


This is what the Apostle means 
when he says, “ If any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creature: old 


things are passed AWAY 5 behold all 
Ul ines are become new.” His former 
lulse views, his unruly passions, and 


his tuordinate desires of the things 
of this world, are excibanged for a 
new set of thougchts and affections. 
Te has anew view and epprehension 


‘Chere is a new bias mn his 


ol Gad. 
mind, so that he is now as m 
clined to virtue as he wa 
vice. From a foolish, proud, sinful, 
and sensual creature, he 
wise, and huinble, and yeas and 
spiritual; and all this by mex 
the new spirit that is put within 


uch in- 
S ares to 


5 beco 


1S Of 


Hint, 


whereby he is made anew man; no 
longer acted upon as before, by 
worldly and temporal considerations, 


but governed by the Spirit of Gad 


himself, and influenced by motives 
drawn from the eternal world. While 
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other men are born only of the flesh, 


the true Christian is regenerate, or 
so that 
there 1s the same difference between 
him and them, as there is between 
spirit and flesh, according to these 


yemurkable words of our Saviour: 


= which is born of the flesh 1s 
», and that which is born of the 
Spit is spirit’? Tor every thing 
bemg of the same nature with that 
irony which it proceeds, they who 
are born, as all men are by nature, 
of the flesh, are carnal and sensual, 
ike the flesh of which they are born ; 
and wont who are born again, being 
then born of the Lloly Spirit of God, 
ure snide made holy and spiritual, 
olf the same nature with him from 
whom they receive their new birth. 
Tlence all such persons are called 
the sons of God, and indeed are 
really so; for, us the Apostie ob- 
scrves, as many as are led by the 


? 


-- 
y 


God. For ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear, but 
ve have received ee spitit of adop- 
tion, whereby we cry Abba, Tather ; 
the Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spit rits that we are the children 
of God.’ = And this may well be the 
case, since it is the Spint of God 
who works this change; and they 


who have received him asa Spirit of 


adoption, have an undeniable title to 
eternal life, being that to which all 
vbo are born again of Cod are heirs. 
They accordingly hope for thts eter- 
ual life, not with a faint and dead, 
but with a quick and lively hope, 
which animates them to do all those 
things that are requisite for obtain- 
ine it. 

I have already anticipated what 
was to be shewa under the second 
head, namely, that those who are 
begotten again of God, are begotten 
unto a lively hope. We are assured 
in Scripture, that the same Spirit by 
whom they are begotten again, wit- 
nesseth with their spirits that they 
are the children of God, and thus 
confirms their hope of eternal life ; 
“ for if children, then are they heirs, 


pirit of God, they are the sous of 


from the 


L April, 


heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ.”?. And as such, they are en- 
titled to a share in “ the inheritance 
of the saints In light,’ tie riches: 
inheritance in the world; seeing we 
are told, that those who are shurers 
in it ‘inherit all things.” This in- 


heritance, to which the children of 


God are heirs, is described by the 
Apostle as * an inheritance incor- 
ruptibie, undefiled, and that fadeth 
bot away, reserved in Heaven for 
them.’ It is not like the inheri- 
tances to which men are born on 
earth, which they may never possess, 
or of which they may afterwards be 
defrauded or deprived, and which, 
at the best, they mustone day leave; 
but itis reserved in Heaven in se- 
cure hands, where no one can hin- 
der them from possessing it, nor 
take it from them, but they are sure 
to obtain it, and to enjoy it for ever. 
S. To this lively hope and glori- 
ous inheritance, the Apostle tells us, 
that the children of God are begot- 
ten by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
dead. lt is only by him 
that we recrive any mercy at all 
from the hands of Almighty God. 
Ye cannot so much as look up to 
him, much less expect any favour 
from him, on account of any thing 
that we ourselves, or allthe creatures 
in the world, can do for us3 seeing 
we have all grievously offended him. 
If we contemplate his Divine Majes- 
ty as he is in himself, we cannot but 
se dismayed and confounded at the 
ain of those sins by which 
we have provoked his displeasu We. 
It is only when we regard himas the 
Father of our Lord nid Saviour Je- 
sus Christ, the Mediator between 
God and man, that we can feel any 
confidence of access to him. An¢; 
indeed, Christ himself hath declared; 
that we can approach God in n0 
other way but by him. ‘No man 
cometh to the Father but by me; 
but by the only begotten Son, “ whe 
is in the bosom of the Father, and 
hath declared him untous.” Through 
him we may not only raise up gl 
hearts to God, and contemplate the 
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Divine glory and majesty; but we 
may hope for all the good things 
that we can desire of God, if we ask 
for them in the name of Him who 
hath merited them all for us by his 
death, and is now our Advocate with 
the Father, interceding for us that 
we may have them. ‘rhis Is the 
way, the only way, by which we can 
seck God, so as to find anv favour in 
his sight. But by means of that in- 
tercession which his only begotten 
Son is always making for those who 
believe in his name, we may obtain 
from lim the ereatest of all bless- 
ings, we may be begetten again of 
hin and meade his children and heirs. 
“ Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who, of his 
abundant mercy, hath begotten us 
again to a lively hope by the resur- 


rection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead.’ Christ, having suffered for 


our sins, and being raised again from 
the dead, was exalted to the right 
hand of God, and made the Media- 
tor between him and us; and, by 
virtue of this mediation, he sends 
down his Holy Spirit on all that be- 
lieve in him, to regenerate or beget 
them again, and make them the 
children of Ged. ‘ As many as re- 
ceive him, to them he gives power 
to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe en his name,” and 
this power he gives them, by send- 
ing his Holy Spirit to accomplish 
the great work of regeneration with- 
in them, that as he is the only begot- 
ten Son of God, so they who believe 
in him may be begotten again of 
God, and so made his children by 
adoption and grace. But this he 
could not heve done, had he net 
been raised from the dead. 

And as we are thus begotten again 
of God by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, so by that also we are begot- 
len again to a lively hope. The 
resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
irmest rround that could be laid, 
whereon to build our hopes of God’s 
mercy and favour; for by this we 
‘re not only fully assured of the 
‘uth of the Gospel, and of all that 
Christ. Obsery. No. 124. 
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Christ ever taught or promised, but, 
likewise, that he hath imade a com- 
plete sacrifice, oblation, and satisiac- 
tion for our sins by his death ; God 
having been pleased to raise him 
egain from the dead, and to set him 
at his own right hand to make atone- 
ment and reconciliation tor us as our 
Great High Priest, so that now there 


is no room lett for doubt. “ItChrist 
had not been raised, our faith and 
hope had been in vain.’? But now 


that * Christ is risen and become the 
first fruits of them that slept,’? we 
have the strongest grounds to place 
our faith and hope in him, tor that 
eternal Inheritance which he hath 
purchased tor us by his biood, and for 
all things necessary to fitand qualify 
us forit. And the more to assure us 
of it, God himself hath here declared 
to us, that of his abundant mercy he 
“hath begotten us again to a lively 
hope dy the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ.” 

4. Now what infinite cause have 
we all to bless God for this unspeak- 
able benefit! “ Behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of Ged ;” and this love hath the 
Father for all wio believe in his Son 
Jesus Christ ; for they are begotten 
again of God, and so are made the 
sons of God, which is such an ex. 
pression of his love and kindness, as 
we ourselves should never have 
thought of, had not he himself re- 
vealed it to us. Who could have 
imagined that such frail and sinful 
worms as we are should be received 
into so near a relation to the Al- 
mighty Sovereign of the universe, 
as to be called his children? That he 
who created us at first, should beget 
us again, and so become our Father 
as well as Maker? This is so high 
an honour, so great a favour, that 
we may well be astonished that all 
are not ambitious of it, so as to make 
it their only care and study to attain 
it ; for what is there in the world on 
which the thougits and time of men 
can be employed with equal profit 
and advantage to themselves? By our 
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care and pains about the things of 
this world, we may, perhaps, get 
something in it, and perhaps not. 
But how uch soever it be, it is as 
nothing In comparison of what all 
the children of God possess. ‘All 
things are theirs:’’ ail things that 
God hath made, and he himself too 
who made them. And what can 
they desire more? There Is nothing 
more for them to desire; therefore, 
their minds must needs be at rest, and 
their souls full of true joy and comfort. 
Who, then, would not be in the 
number of these blessed souls ? Who 
would not be regenerate, and made 
a child of God, if he might? And 
who may not, if he will? Blessed be 
God, we are all capable of it; for 
now that Christ is risen from the 
dead, and exalted at the right hand 
of God, to be a Prince anda Saviour, 
to give repentance and forgivencss 
of sins, if we do but apply ourselves 
to him, and believe ana trust on him 
for it, Ais Father wiil be ours too: he 
will beget us again in his own like- 
ness, and admit us inte the o} 
liberty of his own children. 
Let us therefore now resolve, by 
God’s assistance, to do so: and for 
that purpose let us exercise curselves 
continually in the means of grace 
and salvation. To use these mcens 
only occasionally will litle profit us: 
we must use them constantly and 
perseveringly. We must engere 
with sincerity and devoticn, as we!l 
as with reeul: atity, in she public and 
private worsh ip of Aimighty God 
We must aitent ive rea i, hear, and 
Meditate upon word. \ve 
must partake of the sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ as oftch as 
we can have it administered to us. 


bis holy 


And tn the usa of alithese mecansve 
must look up to Carist, anc trast ia 
him to render them eficctual. Pinus 


5 
shall we attain that trac evanreiical 
faith by which we shall be united to 
Christ, made sound members of his 
bedy, and obtain the grace of his Holy 
Spirit to repew and purify our souis, 
so that we may realiv become the 
children of the Most High God, and 
live the rest of our days under his 


fatherly care and protection ; con- 
ducting ourselves, in all respects in 
such a manner as becomes his chil- 
dren; and that we may at last receive 
cur inheritance among them that are 
sanctified by faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

These inestimable blessings, they 
whoare “ begotten again,” may confi- 
dently hone to attain. Indced, it isto 
this very hope thatthey are * begotten 
again by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead;’? an event 
which has produced so many und so 
ercat benefits to mankind, that we can 
never sufficiently praise God for it. 
We have infinite cause to praise him 
for our Saviour’s incarnation ; fer his 

irtn, his life, bis death; but still more, 
ict hat were possible, for his resurrec- 
tion frem the dead, without which all 
that went before would have availed 
us nothing. Without this, though He 
took our flesh, we could not bave had 
bis Soles : : though he was born inte 
the world, we could not have been 
born again: though he lived on earth, 
we should not have lived in heaven: 

ind thourh he died for our sins, we 
must still have perishe ‘ad, hed he not 
risen again to apply the merits of his 
cd leathto us,and to wash usin the blood 
which he shed upon the cross. Let 
saiuaalae atic unto God con- 
“nally the secrifice cf praise and 
thankspiving ier ail wonderiul 
works which he hath dene for the sons 
of men, end especially ior his raising 
up his son Jesus Christ our Saviour 
from the dead. Let us all, from the 
Lottora of our hearts, join with the 
Apostle in the words of my text, and 
say, Blessed be the God and Father 
of our ford Jesus Christ, which, ac- 
cording to bis abundant mercy, hath 
becottcn us again toa lively hope. by 
the one rrection of Jesus Christ from 


so) 


the 


the dead;” to whom, with the Fathet; 
an hike anges. Ghost, be all honour 
and glory, now and forever. Amen. 


snsebllapinion 

The above sermon Is an abstract 
of one by Bishop Beveridge, being 
the 73d sermon of the first volume. 
We have been induced to sclect Ity 
not enly on account of its intrinsic 
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excellence, but by other reasons of 
some welght, though doubtless of in- 
ferior consideration. The authority 
of Bishop Beveridge has been re- 
cently pressed upon us, and upon all 
who think with us on-the subject of 
the Bible Society, by Dr. Herbert 
Marsh, as decisive in favour ef * the 
excelleucy and usefuiness of the 
Common Prayer.’? We are certainly 
disposed to defer to this authority : 
we most entirely and unequivocally 
concur with all that the pious Bishop 
has written on that subject. Letus, 
in our turn, recommend to Dr. Marsh 
the view of revenceration which Bish- 
op Beveridge has given us in the 
above sermon, as a help to under- 
standings the baptismal service con- 
tained in that Book of Prayer which 
he extols so highly and so justly. 
We cannot help thinking, also, that 
had the Bishop of Lincoln read this 
sermon before he published his e- 
futation, he would at least have mode- 
rated the strength of those express- 
ions Which would imply that the 
adoption of his own views, with re- 
spect to the identity of Baptism and 
Regeneration, is essential to sound 
churchmanship. ‘This at Icast we 
may say, that there is not one cen- 
sure insinuated against those who 
are called evangelical clergymen in 
the present day, on account of their 
opinions on the subject of regenera- 
tion, Which would not fall with at 
‘east. equal force on the quondam 
Bishop of St. Asaph. 

We have omitted the prefatory 
matter contained in the above sermon 
of Bishop Beveridge; not because 
we object to the reasoning contained 
init, but because it did not appear 
tous to be well adapted to the par- 
“cular purpose which we have in 
view in these sermcns, namely the 
edification of the family circle. The 
ubstance of it, however, as we con- 
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ceive, may be advantageously intro- 
duced into this postscript. The 
Bishop, adverting to the verse pre- 
ceding the text, “ Elect according 
to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through sanctification of the 
Spirit unto obedience and sprinking 
of the blood of Jesus Christ,’ ob- 
serves, that there is here areference 
to the sprinkling of the blood of the 
sacrifice upon the people. As the 
children of Israel were delivered 
from the plague werewith God 
smote the Egyptians, by having the 
sides and door-posts of their houses 
sprinkled with the blood of the Pas- 
chal Lamb, which typified Christ 
the true Passover; thus is the blood 
of Jesus supposed to be sprinkled 
upon believers, so as to wash them 
from their sins, and deliver them 
from the wrath ot God. These things, 
he observes, I notice, that you may 
see how it comes to pass that instead 
of dipping persons baptized, or wash- 
ing them all over, as in hot coun- 
tries, in cold climates it hath been 
customary only to sfrinkle the water 
upon them :—for this being a sign or 
ceymbol of the blood of Christ now, 
as the blood of the sacrifices was of 
old; and the Holy Ghost having 
been pleased to signify the applica- 
tion of the blood of Christ by sprink- 
ling it, as well as by washing with 
it; it was easy to infer that it might 
be represented by sprinkling as welk 
us in any other way, if not in some 
sense better, as this comes nearer 
to the phrase of sprinkling the blood 
of Christ so often used in Scripture 
—and which seems to have been so 
used to prevent the mistake of sup- 
posing, that unless persons be dipped 
or washed all over with water they 
are not rightly baptized ; as if sprink- 
ling the water did not represent the 
sprinkling of the blood of Christ as 
well as dipping in it. 
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[A pri, 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


For the Christian Observer. 


ON THE ADVANTAGES ARISING FROM 
A DIFFERENCE OF PARTIES IN 
RELIGION. 


TuouGu the diversity of our reli- 
gious opinions is in itself an evil, 
and, in some views, greatly to be de- 
plored, there are others in which it 
Is attended with advantage ; and I 
think it might be argued, @ frioré, 
that it would not be permitted, by 
Infinite Wisdom and Goodness, to 
€xist, were it not to answer some 
important ends ;— 


‘From seeming evil still educing good.” 


THOMSON. 


To this we are indcbted, under 


Providence, for the preservation of 


the Christian Scriptures, pure and 
undefiled ; tor, as a candid and pious 
writer® observes, ‘* Numbers of he- 
retics appeared in the very infancy 
of the church, who all pretended to 
build their notions on Scripture ; and 
most of them appealed to it as the 
final judge of controversies. Now 
it is certain, that these different par- 
ties of professing Christians were 
perpetual guards upon each other, 
and rendered it impossible for one 
party to practise grossly on the Sa- 
cred Books, without the discovery 
and clamour of the rest.’’ 

There is another incidental bene- 
fit pointed out by the same author, 
who observes: ** Indeed, In this re- 
spect, that is an advantage, which 
in others is our great calamity ; [ 
mean, the diversity of our religious 
opinions. It is certain, that where- 
ever there is a body of dissenters 
from the public establishment, who 
do yet agree with their brethren in 
the establishment, in the use of the 
same translation, there Is as great 
evidence as could reasonably be de- 
sired, that such atranslation is in the 
main right; for if it were in any 

* Doddridge. 


considerable argument corrupted, 
most of our other debates would 


quickly lose themselves in this”? 


Doubtless a principal design of 


Providence in permitting our difier- 
ences, is the opportunity they afford 
for the trial and exercise of various 
Christian graces, such as catidour, 
forbearance, and love; candour in 
the construction we place on the sen- 
timents, and especiaily the motives, 
of those who caiffer trom us; lor- 
bearance, notwithstandiug their er- 
rors and tailings, towards them 5 and 
cordial esteem of the:r persons. 

But the great benefit results from 
the Arincipide of emulation which this 
diversity excites ; and in the present 
imperfect state of human nature, 
we need every stimulus to holy ex- 
ertion. Avery powerful one we de- 
rive from this source, which would, 
in a great measure, fail, were we all 
of one communion. 

The Dissenter, to be consistent, 
must in this manner argue with him- 
self:—I have separated from the 
established church, because | think 
I perceive, in this step, some advan- 
tares tothe growth and exercise of 
my piety. It behoves me then to 
evince not only that 1 am actuated 
by my prenyen, but that these 
principles are in themselves excel- 
lent. This can only be done by the 
exemplary manner in which I fulfil 
my social and relative duties. 

On the other hand, the conscicn- 
tious Churchman, believing that the 
cause of serious piety is best secured 
by adhering to the established form, 
and, reasoning in the same manner; 
endeavours to evince the superiority 
of his principles, and avoid the (lise 
grace it would reflect on him, were 
a Dissenter to know more of his re- 
ligion, or practice it better, than 
himself. 

This principle has not only agen 
eral effect on the several parties of 
Christians, but is peculiarly bene! 


‘ 
‘ 
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cial to the ministers of the emulating 
podies. The reputation which dis. 
senting teachers have acquired for a 
more accurate knowledve of the doc- 
tres of the Gospel, and for their 
ereater zeal In entorcing them (not- 
withstanding their disadvantages in 
other respects), appears to have had 
its influence in remedying the ac- 
knowledged deticiency of theologi- 
cal education in our universities. 


Hence the increasing sericusness of 


our students and the growing num- 
bers of pious, and (as all parties 


agree to call them) evangelical, 
clergy. Nor is the principle of 


emulation without its more direct 
efficacy on the established clergy ; 
for the careless pastor has the con- 
tinual mortification of seeing the 
buik of his parishioners neglecting 
the excellent. but 1ll-conducted, ser- 
vices of his church, and preferring 
the more animated worship of Me- 
thodists and Dissenters; and how is 
this calculated (if be has any re- 
mains of moral sensibility) to awaken 
ii him the most bitter reflections 
against himself, for his want of that 
pious zeal, which (with far less ad- 
vantuees In other respects) are so 
successful In these whom he has 
aected to pity or despise. And 
éven In those cases where the cler- 
gyman is of a better stamp, how 
much tendency has the vicinity of 
the laborious Dissenter or Methodist 
fo stimulate him in the functions of 
his sacred vocation.* 

The Church of Rome, though mis- 
calling herself the Catholic Church, 
deprived herself of these advantages 
oy her narrow and intolerant spirit. 
Allowing no diversity of religious 
brofession, theueh distracted with 
“scordant sentiments, ber morals de- 

“Now and then we have witnessed arare 
Mtance of a Churchman and a Dissenter 
een of two kindred souls, placed by 
“widence in the same neighbourhood, 
eich endued with learning, candour, piety, 
“Cd Mitual esteem, animating and exciting 
"ch otherin the same great cause (though 
‘Ot drawing in the same yoke) and infusing 
“otheir people the same spirit. Such was 
mee of Hervey and Doddridge. 
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generated ; her creed became fulk 
of absurdity, and her worship of su- 
perstition ; and both clergy and laity 
necessarily sunk together Into the 
very abyss of ignorance and profli- 
gacy; while her zeal, excepting 
only in the essential articles of re- 
plenishing her revenues and perse- 
cuting heretics, became languid in 
the extreme. And it appears wor- 
thy of consideration, whether the 
salutary effect of the Act of Tolera- 
tion, In counteracting that which en- 
forces uniformity, has not had its 
effect in preserving us from evils of 
a similar tendency.* 

It might lead us into too expan. 
sive a field, and is not so immediate- 
ly within the design of this paper, 
to consider what advantages we may 
have derived from our dissenting 
brethren with respect to our civil 
liberties ; but these have been ac- 
knowledged by historians least fa- 
vourabie to their principles. 

We have daily experience of the 
beneficial effect of the spirit of Chris- 
tian emulation in the formation of 
societies, having for their ebject the 
general good. A Dissenter shall 
rise up, and propose a plan of no less 
extensive utility than the national 
education. . Iie shail, as probably so 
ordained by Providence, belong toa 
denomination cf Christians, calcue 
lated from peculiar circumstances, 
to eneare him greatand high patron- 
ave. Elis august Sovereign, and, af- 
ter him, the Prince Regent, as pa- 
rents of the community, though 
themselves ofanother religious com- 
munion, shall, from a conviction of 
the paramount importance of the 


* This point is carried much further by 
a learned clergyman, Dr. Edwards, who 
thus expresses himself:—“If we would but 
open our eyes, we should see that we are 
beholden to the Dissenters for the continu- 
ance of a great part of our theological prin- 
ciples ; for ifthe High Churehmen had no 
checks,they would Lave brought in Popers 
before this time, by their over valuing pomp 
and ceremony in divine worship. So that 
if there had been no Dissenters, the Church 
of England hed been long since ruined.’— 

pipe 


Preacher, vol. u. p. U5 
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object, favour his system with their 
powerful and benignant sanction ; 
and thousands shall be instructed, so 
far as to be enabled to read the Scrip- 
tures. Butstillthe benevolent wish 
of our beloved Sovereign, that “every 
child” in the British dominions may 
be taught to read his Bible, cannot 
meet with its accompiishment ; for 
the prejudice against this man, as a 
Dissenter, will prevent the complete 
establishment of his system. ‘To 
meet this prejudice, and that too In 
such a way as to accomplish the 
great obiect, it shall be ordered by 
Providence, in this conjuncture, that 
aciergyman shail step forward and 
revive his dormant claim to the merit 
of cnéroduci g the mechanism of this 
new planof education,and shall corn- 
bine with the common principles of 
it the peculiar tenets of the nationa) 
church; and thus the zeal of both 
parties, fostered by the spirit of ri- 
valry, shall completely accomplish 
the efiect. 

The same result, from the same 
principle, takes place in other instan- 
ces. May we not exemplify it in 
the different institutions for the con- 
version of the Jews, and in the So- 
ciety of Missions to Africa and the 
Kast, which probably took the first 
hint of its establishment from the 
London Missionary Society, in the 
formation, conduct, and support of 
which Dissenters have taken so large 
and liberal a part ; asthe Society for 
promoting Christian Knowledee has 
derived a manifest accession to its 
energy, as well as its finances, from 
that excellent institution the British 
and Foreign Bible Society,—a_ so- 
ciety founded on principles at once 
so simple and comprehensive, so wise 
and energetic, that, while its very con- 
stitution secures its permanence and 
extension, it bids fair to be the grea- 
test instrument in the hands of Pro- 
vidence of reforming the world. And 
here we may observe, that our prin- 
ciple flows with the most powerfal, 
and yet most refined energy, when 
Christians of various denominations 


pre eae eae rs , “, + } i Ch ie . “im 
comoine Ina great design, and all 
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their united zeal operates in one dj- 
rection.* It is no longer the insig- 
nificant brook or petty current, but 
assumes the majesty aud force of a 
great river, bearing down all oppo- 
sition before it, and increasing con- 
tinually in its progress till it expands 
itself into a mighty ocean. Here 
the little private and party views of 
individuals are overwhelmed in the 
magnitude of the objects surround. 
ing them. Their prejudices and ani. 
nosities subside. Coming into near- 
er contact with men oi other denomi- 
Nations, they can perceive and ad- 
mire their cxcelicuces, and learn 
still more and more to approximate 
In spirit, till, 22 essentials at least, they 
are arreed, and their differences in 
non-essentials (if they do not by de- 
erecs altogether subside) serve only, 


ina sweet and powerful rivalry, to 
provoke one anothcr to greater mea- f 
sures of Jove and of good works. a? 
z. L. | 

a th 

Yo the Editor of the Cliristian Observer. fey 

Iv is a great consideraiion to a scri- Bi ye 
ous and reflecting mind, in this age @}y 
ofangry controversy, to observe how ia 
the over-ruling wisdom of God mak- the 
eth even “the wrath of man to prais¢ >), 


him,” by promoting his sacred cause. HM xj; 
The original controversy respecting @?), 
the Bible Society, commenced by 
Dr. Wordsworth, brought the know- 
ledge of that noble institution to Gite 
many who were previously ignorant @@)),. 
of it, or but imperfectly acquainted Jt, 
with it ; it put them upon inquiring 
into its claims upon the public sup- | 
port, and eventually produced a con- § 
siderable accession to the number 








of 
its members. The venerable Socit- Bhthe 
ty for promoting Christian KnowW- Gort), 
ledge also participated in the good Hil, 4; 
effects of this discussion, which rous- Gin J, 
ed iis dormant zeal, and inspired ! @ 1); 
with unwonted activity ; so that we | othe 
* It should be acknowledge, to the ho- | _ the 
nour of the Dissenters, that, on some recent “ery, 
occasions, they have discovered a spirit Non Ww 
which might be contrasted, much to thei’ am. ch 
advantage, with that which has been oS pion 


played by a party in the Establishment. 
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may Now Say of it, as Florus does of 
the Roman empire in his time, * Mo- 
yel lacerlus, el, preier spem omni- 
uy Senectus Impcrii quasi reddita 
juventute revirescit.” Similar ad- 
yantages will, doubtless, be produced 
by the revival of the controversy by 
Dr. Marsh. His attack upon the 
Bible Society, like that of his prede- 
cessor, Will add to its triumphs, and 
itwil goon **conquering and to con- 
quer,’ wielding ‘the sword of the 
Spirit, Which is the word of God.’’ 
One great advantage which may 
je confidently expected from the 
nresent discussion, is the distribu- 
von of the Prayer-book, by the mem- 
bers of the Bible Society who are of 
the established Church, to a grea- 
ter extent than has yet taken place. 
Although it is certain, that they can- 
not yusuly be charged with having 
neglected this duty, (and Dr. Marsh 
himself seems alraid to venture far- 
ther than to prove by ‘abstract rea- 
soning,’ that their connection with 
the Suciety ozghe to produce that ef- 
fect, whether i actually does or not ;) 
ret they will matur ‘ally be anxious, 
in consequence of this unexpected 
mye cilon, **to cut off occasion from 
em that desire occasion’? to re- 
jroach them, by redoubling their 
icilvity im the distribution of the 
Prayer-book : and the Society for 
Pomoti ing Christian knowledge will, 
ii course, exert itself in extending 
‘te circulation of that book to which 
Dy. Marsh teaches them to look 
‘to correct the evil” of the rapidly 
‘creasing distvibution of the Bible 
lose by the Bible Society. Thus 
he two Societies will * provoke each 
ther to rood works.” Hay by wouid 
the for the Church of E neined, and 
orthe interests of re ligion In @ene- 
nly did they also provoke each other 
‘to love.” 
This brings me to that remark, 
‘tthe sake of which I have address- 
“these lines to you. I have long 
Served with reat regret, in com- 
‘on with maby other members of 
church, that the Articles of Re- 
“lon are now generally omitted in 
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the Book of Common-Prayer. What 
can be the reason of this omission ? 
Have not the Bishop of Lincoln and 
other eminen: divines, proved that 
they are not Cuaivinistic ? What 
harm, therefore, can they do? And 
why should they be detruded from 
that station which they legally hold 
among the public formularies of our 
Church? Dr. Marsh very properly 
pleads for the distribution of the 
Prayer-book amongst our parishion- 
ers, in order that they may be di- 
rected by it to the true sense of 
Scripture as received and professed 
by our church. Now to what par- 
ticular portion of its formularies 
would those who wished to be in- 
structed in its doctrines, especially 
Jook for information but to the creeds 
and the Articles ? Why, therefore, 
should not the latter be retained as 
wellas the former? The priviiege 
of printing Bibles and Prayer books 
is properiy confined to the Univer- 
sities and the King’s Printer, in or- 
der to secuve the integrity of the 
text of each. Is it not, therefore, 
a breach of trust to publish (see 
Christ. Obs. p. 79) imperfect edi- 
tions of either. 
It is with great pleasure I have 
heard that a Society is projected by 
some Members of lstablished 
Church, for the purpose of a more 
extensive distribution of the Prayer- 
book and the Homilies. And I con- 
fidently trust that they will make 
ita fundamental rule of their insti- 
tution, that the Prayer-books dis- 
tributed by them shall always con- 
tain the Articles of Religion. We 
may then hope that, by the bless- 
ing of God upon the use of these 
authorized standards of our faith, 
and the diligent instructions of their 
pastors, cur congregations will be 
well grounded and established in 
those doctrines which our Reformers 
taught, and our Martyrs sealed with 
their blood. Iam, &c. 
OXOGNIENSIS. 


the 


A. M. 


P. S. This subject suggests to me 


to notice an error which is to be 
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found in the greater part, if not all, 
of the more modern editions of the 
Homilies. In the beginning of the 
Sermon of good Works annexed unto 
faith, we read, “and St. Paul proveth 
that ‘he eunuch had faith, because he 
pleased God,’’? Heb. xi. instead of 
“that Ewocn had faith,” p. 38, Ox- 
ford edition, 1802. 8vo. 


To the Editor of the Christian Obscrver. 


A constant Reader of the Christian 
Observer, having felt much interest 
in perusing Mrs. Grant’s Essays on 
the Superstitions efthe Highlanders, 
has been particularly impressed with 
her suggestions respecting the press- 
ing want of religious Instruction 
among the Gaelic emigrants, which 
appears a point well worthy the at- 
tention of those societies who are so 
Jaudably engaged in the successful 
promotion of the best cf all causes ; 
but having no such access to them as 
through the channel of your valuable 
work, she has transcribed the pas- 
sage with a view to its publication, 
if it should be thought likely to do 
good ; or in the hope that a more 
judicious extract may be made, and 
the case so stated, as to draw the at- 
tention of such as have itia their pow- 
er to relieve the wants of those to 
whom alittle help, now seasonably af- 
forded, promises an abundant benefit. 


“Tn various instances, 2 set of il- 
literate peasants have, when forced 
to remove, gone about itin the most 
systematic manner. ‘They have 
themselves charteredaship, and en- 
geared it to come for them, to one 
of their Highland ports, and a whole 
cluster of kindred, of all ages, from 
four weeks to fourscore years, have 
gone in mournful procession to the 
shore; the bagpipes mournfully 
playing before them a sad funereal 
air, and all their neighbours and re- 
Jations accompanying them on board 
to bid a last farewel. ‘Those kind- 
red groupes have gone on with the 
same union and constancy beyond 
the Atlantic. Far different from 


the single adventurers that yearly 
emigrate to the states, they usually 
keep within the bounds of British 
America, and prefer going very far 
into the interior, where they nay 
eet as much Jand as will accommo- 
date them a//, to separating tor a 
more pleasant or advantageous set- 
tlement. How desirable that those 
associate bands of brothers, who 
carry with them such a principle of 
union, and such a desire ot presery- 
ing the sacred fire of their first prin- 
ciples and attachments: how desi- 
rable, I say, would it be, that they 
should be encouraged to preserve, 
as much as Is compatible with re- 
moval, their former character and 
opinions. They cannot afford any in- 
ducements to prevail on a clergyman, 
oreven a school-master, to accompa- 
ny them ; yet what a divine charity 
would it be, to send out a missionary, 
with a small salary,to preach to them 
in thetr own language, and support 
their souls in the wilderness with 
the bread of life. 

‘““Phe want of such instruction, 
anc of such a bend of union is se- 
verely felt by those poor exiles in 
upper Canada. In some instances 
they have, for want of this and ocher 
mental indulgences, given them- 
selves up almost entirely to the 
chace, and relapsed into a state little 
better than savages. 

“Last year, there was at Montreal, 
I know not whethera regular clergy- 
man or a mere itinerant, who preach: 
ed Gaelic, and, I think I was told; 
administered the sacraments in the 
same language. Multitudes came 
from all the parts of upper Cana 
da to hear the glad tidings once 
more in their native language. 


heard, indeed, of some that came © 


tive hundred miles for that purpose 
It may appear a paradox to says that 


those who went across ihe Atlantic, F 
without any knowledge of the Eng: | 
lish language, were less likely 10 | 
acquire it there than among the | 
This is, nevertues | 


native mountains. ‘J 
less, strictly true. 
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lands, the English spreads quickly : 
youths and matdens, Who go to serve 
the bordering countries, also waltee 
iihome. But when ashiptulof em- 
igrants eo toyether to settle in the re- 
note wlids, they adhere so much to 
each other, and are so entirely de- 
tached from others, that they Jose 
any iittie English they carried out, 
and speak 1 nothing duc Gaelic. 

* migrations have been going on 
these filty years and upwards ; ‘and 
there are Numbers of people born in 
America, who never spoke a word of 
English in their lives: not oniy so, 
but when they have grown wealthy, 
and been enabled to purchase slaves, 


they have taught them their own 
language. I myself have seen ne- 
CTOES, born in such familics, who 


could net speak a word of Engitsh. 
Music ; Ppocliy, and, indeed, imagina- 
lon, do not seem to bear transplant- 


ng. Phe language remains; but 
its delicacies and its spirit evaporate 


Wothusiasm and superstition 
seer Lo die tovether; and Donald 
but wolves and 
ratesnakes, when once he gets be- 
yond the mighty waters of the west. 
is devout propeusitics, however, 
suil continue, and require but little 
cicouragement to shoot out and 
lourish with fresh vigour. How 
Meanchoiy, even ina politcal view, 
iereies of mind which 
devolion nourishes, die away; and 
‘0 see people, tnclined to make so 
knowledge, relapse 
ance! Four or 
| *3, who were asters 
Othe Gaelic} UN [UALE, and ¢ uallicd 
“id disposed, not only to preachy, 
but to teach to read the Seriptures 
i that congenial and expressive 
lcngue, would do incalculable good 
in British America. ‘These poor 
Well-meanit iw exiles have, even im 
their expe tristed state, a more than 
©OMmon claim on the maternal feel- 
Ings ol the paren if country. 
“Tow very immaterial would be 
W€ expense, and how unspeakable 
heady Pah of supplying their 
ul Wants, of sowing - eood 
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seed in the soil softened by 
sorrow, while it is moist 
tears of paring anguish: 
to those subdued pee mcited 
to be enabled, in sociai 
iit up their voices in su 
with the words so dexr 
Highiander : * Shi 

eisehatieks? “The 
is my Shepherd 2” how mel- 
aucholy to allow the tire that keeps 
the poor banished breast warm, even 
in exile, to languish into ex 
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for want of a favouring breath of 
instruction: that they may be thus 
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streams, ull they iherally 
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232 On the Pope’s Curse, inserted in a former Number. 


‘ The taste for knowledge, which 
woujd return to them (the High- 
june ers) with this best knowledge, 
would do much to revive and pre- 
serve theh national character. How 
fur this last is calculated to make 
them good soldiers, good subjects, 
aficcuonate relatives, and faithtu: ad- 
herents, | leave the patient and can- 
cid reader of these pages to judge.” 


neon ms 
26 » Editor of the Christian Observer. 


In the Christ - Observer for Janu- 
ary. page 27, you have inserted a 
paper, entiled, © The Pope’s Curse, 
Beil, Book, and Candice, on a Here- 
tic at Hampresion” It requires 
very lide knowledge of the style of 
the Courtot Rome, to pronounce the 
paper in question to be a clumsy 
forvery. The author of it, having 
observed In some old Court Calendar, 
that Clement ALI]. was elected Pope 
on the 6th of July, inthe year 1738, 
has dated his tustrument © the tenth 
day of Angust, in the year of our 
Lerd teint, one thousand seven 
hundred fitty-eight, and in the 
first year of cur pontificate.” He 
hes allowed about two months for 
the transportation of bis document 
from Rome to Dorsetshire. and has 
a the hant-ouni ition ef three seve- 
L proc lxoatious of it by the 13! ies! ; 
oH the Ssh, i5th, and 22d ef Octo- 
ber, in the sume year In this re- 
pect also. he has been correct 5 as 
hes Sth, l3:h, and 22d of October, 1D 
the year 1755S, were al aies This 
Information he might casily derive 
from the tubles prefixed tothe Book 
of Common Prayer. 

The author was aware that [En- 
elish bishops «a sei » for their signa- 
ure, their Christian names prefixe ‘d 
As tie 
Pope is Bishe 1) of Rome. he very 
osedibat the sionature 


to ihe nan es oF ther sees. 


of the Pope, as weli as of the Arche 
Dishop of Cauntestuey, consisted of 


bis OWN Name po xed to the niume 


of his see. Ton. ke no dowbt that 
he Jetters C. R., which conclude 
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this Instrument, were intended for 
the abbreviation of Clemen: Rome. 
The instrument titseli ts exactly 
such an inltation of a papal buil as 
wouid be made by a person who had 
never seen one. The Pope’s buils 
are written in Latin, but this paper 
bears all the marks of an Engtish 
original. In che third line, the au- 
thor talks of * the Holy Saints ;” an 
expression which cannot be convert- 
ed Into Lain. Linmediately alter- 
wards, mention is made of * the Des 
vil of Hell’? “Phe Holy Saints” 
are brought in three times more be- 
fore the conclusion of the piece. I 
shall not trouble you with a minute 
examination of the paper in question, 
Nvery person who Is conversant even 
with our own ecclesiastical law, will 
at once perceive that it 1s not genu- 
ine. I am somewhat surprised at 
observing, that your correspondent, 
who appears by his letter to be a 
clergyman ofthe Church of England, 
applies the appellation, © original do- 
cument,”’ to a paper which, if it were 
eenuine in other respects, can only 
be a translation of an original docu- 
ment. The title of it, which appears 


to be copied from the manuscript, | 


shews that the paper was written by 
a Protestant. 


This paper is also inserted in the 
February, 4 
page 193, asa communication © just 


Antijacobin Review for 


re seaiwnd from the Rector of Ham- 
preston, in Dorsetshire.” 
ter of the real or pretended rectory 
which appears in your publications 
is copied verda‘im, except that the 
words “in the Christian Observely 
if you think it worth observing,” arg) 
altered to. * in the Ant Life — Req 
view. If you think proper.’ A neate! 
alteration would have been, * In thé 
Antijacobin Review, if you think it 
worth reviewing.” 

Allow me to add a few words © : 
another ne ae The — J 
Lincoln, in his Refutation of Cuivill 
ism, pace 155. inserts the follow! 
words Ip a rote, as one oO f the catiolls 
of the Council of Treat :— 
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«Si quis dixerit justificati homi- 
pis opera bona non vere mereti Vvi- 
ram. aelernam, anathema Sit.” 

I will venture to assert, without 
the smailest apprehension of being 
contradicted, that no such canon is 
to be found among the 
he Council of Trent. The Bishop 
has Copied it, perhaps at twentieth 
hand, from some controversial writer 
whose zeal was superior to his In- 
texriiy. Something to the same el- 
ject may be found in the thirty- 
scond canon, * de Justificatione,” 
jutin very different words. and with 
qualifying expressions, which the 
author of the Bishop of Lincoin’s 
canon thought proper to suppress. 
Wiat should we think of a Roman 
Catholic writer, who should invent 
aset of articles for our own church, 
or the purpose of refuting them? 

Iam, &e. 
PHILALETHES. 


3URNING OF WOMEN IN BENGAL. 


As this subject has of late much in- 
terested the public mind, we publish 
the following particulars, which have 
seen communicated to us by a re- 
amen authority They willserve 

dobviate the doubts which the re- 
dresentations of some Anvlo-Indians 
may have caused with respect 
existence and extent of this practice. 
The report of the women barned 
iN the vicinity of Calcutta. in 1804, 
. was afterwards published in 

» Buchanan’s Memoir, was made 
" the Rev. Dr. Carey, pro 
he Shanscritand Bengalee languages 
ithe college of Port William. 
le officers of the college were in- 
lestigating, in the books of the Hin- 
OS, the ctircumsta: 


tothe 


fessor of 
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Vv en 


ices of the fe- 


Mae sacrifice, in regard to its anti- 


My and its a ihority, it became 
Ccessary to ascertain the actual 
‘stent of the practice, in order to 
oMin an suthentic record for the 


Hormation of and of 
“e public, preparatory 
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Burning of Women in Bengal. 


decrees of 
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aw 


Carey was employed by the oflicers 
of the college, he being the littest 
person for such a service, his 
accurate knowledyve ol the languseye 
and customs ol the Liindvos,and irom 
his having made a calculation on the 
subject, for his private salistacuon, 
the year before. Tie accordingiy en- 
raged ten persons, of the Huiiidoo 
cast, who alloned, Guring a 
period of six months, at dificrent 
places within thirty miles round Cal- 
cutta; that is, 19a Glameter of sixty 
‘They sent 


from 


were st 


miies inevery Clrection. 
in their returns, written In the Ben- 
eulee language, every month 3 and 
the Professor delivered them regu- 
larly to the vice-provost of the col- 
lege 3 and every person who wished 
it, was at liberty to sce them. The 
subte the time, very 
caved the minds of those who were 
Interested in the promotion of C} 
tianity, and In the suppress! on of in- 
human and idolatrous rites. But 
other persons paid little enna Lo 
what was passing inthe coile 
cid not that th 
tures were translating lito the Onr1- 
ental languaces. 

The report ofthe burnings for six 
months, thus made by the Sh: imscrit 
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for publication in Dr Buchanci’s 
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Ruchanan left India. 
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cre authenticated,even 
it was perhaps thought, 
a Chrisuan go- 
an otii- 


LHIeSsEe few, 


were too many for 
yvornment to contemplate in 
cral mauoner. 

ihe responsibility for the accura- 
cvotthe printed report lies,ot course, 
dy. Car ‘ey and the ten 
oyed. But 
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culation amounted tol75. On being 
issed nmawhe accounted jor a stralle 4 
nuniber in 1S04, he observed, that 


> was remarkable for a 
» the Hindoos, during 
unhe allby season of the rains. 
tis, evident, that, until a new re 
port be made ofticially by the ‘—? 
yak governinent, the present — 
all others of a pri- 
kind ; the but 
ltes with shone who deny iis accura- 
oh li the Bengal government, 
knowing the ci: cumstances 
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Fe will be worth while to notice 
ao: H mode of SuiC ide. menuoned 
by Dr. Buchanan. viz. self-immmola- 
tion under the wheels of the Rutt, 
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Phe practice of seil-devotement 
uncer the rutt, 1s very rare in the 
pieiince of Bengal. Bat when we 
consider that there are upwards of 
an hundred rutts ino the province 


ra Ss .? ‘ | as ‘ mn ’ . > ‘ 
(ior almost every considerable vil- 


Juge has one), and recollect the 
proneness of the poops to mect 


death by what they think meritori- 
ous suicide, we need not wonder if 
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there be a few Instances every year, 
ut ali transactions of this nature, 
which take place reimiote trom the 
banks of the Ganges, are seidom, if 
ever, heard ot by kuropeans. When 
«i Hindoo sheds his biood before the 
idol, there ts nobody (oO mention it ig 
a Christian. Siven the burnings of 
women are chicfly discovered by the 
necessary clicumstances of publici- 
ty; the Jame ana smcke, and din of 
druais 3; not by the voluntary report 
oi the peopic. 
Dr. Buchanan 
only ol ope of the rults or towers In 
Beneal, namely, that which belongs 
to Juggernaut’s temple at ishera, 
near Calcutta; and he states, thai tis 
tower has been often stained with bu- 
man blood. On the other rutts in tie 
province, he makes no remark. That 
the rutt at Isherais not bloodless, he 
ci warranted In asserting, from the 
eli-known fact, that a considerabie 
esate of persons were crushed to 
death under the whecls of this tower 
some years agu, an account of which 
was recorded in the Calcutta papers 
‘atthe time; only it became a ques- 
tion, whether so many deaths had 
taken place by religious phrensy or 
accident. In order, however, to pre- 
vent, if possible, the recurrence o! 
such scenes, it was determined that 
persens, from the Calcutta police, 
should attendat the annual procession 
of Juggernaut’s tower at Ishera ; - 
) Dr. Buchanan visited the plac 


elves ah account 


whet 
in 1807, be saw the officers on the 
spot. It appears that an instance 


of sclf-immolation took piace at tin 
sanie festival; But Dr. ew 
states. that he did not himself wit 
ness it. he fact was, he did not 
hear of it uniil afier he had left the 
place, and had arrived in Calcutts 

suit was he might not notice, In te 
aecount which he intended to es 
lish, a fact which might be thous 

doubtful, he requested the “a 
David Brown, senior cha :plain 
Calcutta, whose country-house “ 
near io the spot where Juggernaut» 
temple stands, to endeayour to @& 
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ain the truth of the occurrence ; 
consequence was, that the 
act Was established as fully and cer- 
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on £aehCcoo evidence. 
Tie exac/ truth, in regard to the 
f this kind of seli-de- 
annot be ascertained, un- 
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hoe Ra , 
less ine arene eovernment were to 
cguire every village, having a rutt, 


l Nengeal and the 


| > adjoining pro- 
VINCESs {0 Make at 


eportot the num- 

ber of suicides for the last twenty 
ye rs. 

liut this particular atrocity is not 


mat “btich necds to be chiefly In- 


tec on. "Phe chief enormity, for 
the Wisuedlate atienuon of a Chris- 
tho) oc.odbistvation, is the MURDER 
occ, cven by their own parents ; 


nd the next ue lin portance and in 
(tine is the BURNING of women. 


oe eer see 


iYMNS APPROPRIATE TO 
AND PRIN 


THE SUNDAYS 

CIPAL HOLYDAYS. 

(Continued from Vol. for 1811, fs. 698.) 

IPST SUNDAY AFTE 

Luke i. 

\BASHI’?D be ali the boast of a: 
Be hoary L earning dumb ! 

Expounder of the mystic page, 
Bel old an Infant come ! 


THE EPIPHANY. 


{ 


Oh, Wisdom! whose coequal power 
Before the Almighty stood, 

Co frame in Nature’s earliest hour, 
The land, the skv, the flood ; 


Review of Vaughan’s Txz0 Visitation Sermons. 


Yet didst thou not disdain awhile 
An infant form to wear ; 

To bless thy mether with a smile, 
And lisp thy fulter’d prayer : 


But, in thy Father’s own abode, 
With Isracl’s elders round, 

In converse high with fsracl’s God, 
Thy chiefest joy was found. 


So may our youth adore thy name! 
And, Teacher, deign to bless 

With fostering grace the timid Hame 
Oi carly holiness, 


ANOTITER, ON THE SAME OCCASION. 


BY cool Siloam’ s $s} inc ady fo unf: Lin 
iow sweet the lily grows ! 

How sweet the breath on yonder mountain 
Of Sharon’s dewy rose! 


Lo! such the Child whose young dex 


The paths of peace has tred ; 
Whose secret soul’s instinctive motion 
Tends upward to his God. 


otion 


By cool Siloam’s shady fountain 
The lily must decay 

The rose that blooms on yonder mountain 
Must shortly fade away. 


A little while—the bitter morrow 
Of man’s maturer age 

Will shake the soul with cank’ring sorrow, 
And passion’s siormy rage. 


Oh; Thou ! whose every yeur, untainted, 
In changeless virtue shone, 

Preserve the flowers thy grace h is gree 
And keep them still thine own! 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUB! 


(wo Sermons preached at the Visita- 
on of the Reverend the 
con, at Leicester, in the years i805 
and 1811: to wiaich 7s added, a 
Sermon on the Salvation which ts 
n Christ only. By the Rev. Ep- 


Archdea- 


WARD Thomas VAUGHAN, M.A, 
\ tcar of St. Martin’s and All- 
Saints in Leicester, Domestic 


Chaplain to the Right Hon. Lord 


“t. John, and late Fellow of Trini- 
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ty College, Cambridge. 

Iiatchard. 1811. 
Visrrarion sermens have of late 
years been so generaliv occup! 
with controversial or other unproti- 


rh 


ce 


table discussions, that it is no sual 
relief and wratification to us, occa- 
sionally to light upon some of a dif- 
ferent order ; which, like those now 
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before us, bis aad evident tenden 
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to promote the important objects for 
which such discourses were origi- 
nally designed. Tew things can be 
more uselul and laudable than the 
instliution which gives birth toihem, 
or can serve to place the wisdom of 
our ecclesiastical polity in a more 
striking point of view. The mutual 
encouragement, support, and apima- 
tion naturally to be expected from 
the stated mectings of a body of men, 
supposed at least to be engaged In 
the same great work—the counte- 
nance, the scrutiny, the counsel, and 
sometimes the reproof, proceeding 
from the superior, vested with visita- 
torial authority—the instruction, ad- 
monition, quickening, and comtort, 
to be derived froin the preaching of 
a brother, as Mr. Vaughan well de- 
scribes his character, © old enough 
to teach, yet stilia learner like them- 
selves, the pariner of their corrup- 
tions and lnafirmities, of their toils and 
expectations, ? cannot, one would im- 
agine, but be productive of the most 
important and beneficial consequen- 
ces. When we thus reflect on the 
adaiurable order not only of visita- 
tions, but of every other part of our 
establishment, as the 
of the 


ecclesiastical 
whole ts set forth in the work 
immortal T[looker, we can scarcely 
help exchuming, concerning it, in 
the words of the royal 
King Solomon, *Tappy are thy men, 
happy are these thy servants, which 
stand continually before thee?’ 
alas! how frequently is a 
n observer compelled to con- 


But, 
Christi 
fess, aren too often witnessing the 
or neglect. of the 
most wise and salutary appointments 
of our church, that, of patietontcn! 
civil covernments, there is a 
in which it may be justly as- 
whate’er is dest aduiin- 
In our own estab- 


perversion, the 


2s of 


serted, that, 
a i 593 
ister’d is best. 


ment, all that is required to ren- 


lishn 
Ger it, what itis cesiened to be, the 


instrument of defending, diffusine, 


and Bees ishing real Christianity 
throuchout the land, ts the fatthfal 
nas conscientious discharee of their 

ties by all its public functionaries. 
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While, therefore, we lament that ip 
too many instances this is far from 
being the case, we rejoice w henever, 
as In “the sermons now before us, we 
see an example of able and faithful 
conduct. Fiom St. Paui’s deciara- 
tion to the Corinthians, that he 
preached not himsell, * but Christ 
Jesus the Lord,’ Mr. Vaughan takes 
occasion. in the first of his two visi- 
tulion sermons, to consider the ex- 
ccliency of the insutution of preach- 
Inge—ethe best method cf conducting 
iti—and some reasons for the method 
tiusrecommmended. Under the first 
of tliese divisions, what the Apostle 
once styled “the fooiishness of 
hreaching,”’ is ably vindicated as the 
grand appointed instrument of in- 
struction, conversion, and edification 
inthe c.urch of God—on the ground 
both of Scripture and experience. 


“If,” observes the pious author, © our 
preaching be without efficacy, we nist fear 
itis not that word which has the promise, 
‘it shall not return unto me void ;’ that we 
are not of those ministers to whom it is ex- 
pressly declared, ¢ And lo ! Tam with vou 
alw avs, even unto the end of the world’— 
Letusingutre, my beloved brethren, wheth 
er we luve be ‘en fully aware of the ereat 
importance of this ps art of our office ? Doe 3 
the institution of preaching, indeed, possess 
this ciheacy ? then we must take heed d how 
we preach, Every particular sermon which 


we hear or utter has its share of the general ' 


importance. ‘To every particular sermon, 
which we hear or utter, we are to look 
a saving eflicacy. How should we w ate! 

unto prayer w hilst making cur preparation 
how lift up our hearts whilst delivering tlic 
word ! ‘a renew our si ippoesens when 
we have closed the book fow should we 
labour and strive, how 


and hone, desire and expect, that good may | 


ae ’ 
come , 


arking, that it is not to 
rvery fein 1 it} ) nel) 1ess 
every kind of propost 10n, muc! 


to the mere moral Cisquisitlon, ore 
1 


the asseruion even of SC riptural Goc- 


+i 


trine, in a tame and lifeless manneh | 
Vane 
that this enerey belongs, Mr. vat 


ohan proceeds to consider the h 
of conducting the institution 
Here, having [at 
rious apostolic tes! 

rie. 
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must be 
ie very justly describes the scrip- 
tural metunod of proceeding to be by 
lying the foundation in the natural 
jutulness and misery of man, and 
buiding on this basis “ the un- 
earchable riches of Christ,” in his 


“Christ Jesus the Lord,’ 


and gracious effects for which the 
institution itself was ordained. * The 
same thing,’ he continues, “I will 
be bold ramen Lo assert, cannot with 
truth be affirmed of any other mee 
thod ; of any method essenzially dif- 
ferent from this, in substance or in 


person, Charac.er, offices, and work. tanner.” ‘I would, however,” says 
, The necessity of teaching the doc- Mr. Vaughan, in a note upon the 


wine Of Justification by taith only, 
asthe gitt of God through the ope- 


preceding passage, ** by no means be 
understood to assert, that the main- 


‘ ration Of bis Spirit—and that this tenance and declaration of every 
spirit Of faith, together with that of minute principle which I have stat- 
1 rue repentance snd obedie nce,must ed Is absolutely necessary to the 
: be sought by fervent prayer, by faithful and useful discharge of our 
. read tiny and meditation, by self-de- office. Ministers hoiding different 
f nul and watchtulness, is sivongly seutiments, for example, on the doc- 
e nculcated, with reierence to those trines of election and final perseve- 
™ who are notyetreal Christians. Nor rance, may be counted equally faith- 
n does he less Insist on the duty of ful, and entertain similar expecta- 
d preaching Christ ‘tas the only source, tions of success. Not so, if they 
the much needed, continually need- should withhold a full and free state- 
ed source of wisdom, strength, and ment of the doctrines of man’s entire 
ur joy,’ to true believers. The neces- guilt and depravity ; of justification 
ar sity of obedience to the Divine pre- by faith only ; and of the work of the 
_ cepts from regard to Christ, and of Spirit in man’s redemption.” We 
i dilivence, steadfastness, and vigi- were particularly glad to observe this 
“ lance, in their Christian course, is to correct and candid declaration of the 
heen be enlorced on the same characters author, because, as even in the first 
th i the plamest and most forcible of his sermons there are a few intel- 
. ermis, at the same me that their ligible marks of his adoption of the 
aa vesent privileges and future hopes docirines usually, though improper- 
ow ve fully set before them. ly termed Caivinistic, that Is, eaclu- 
ich Phe reasons which Mr. Vaughan sfvedy so, the wantoft such an adais- 
a issictis for the method of preaching sion, as we have just noticed, might 
fot dus recommended, are, vans: the va- have been a subject of complain: to 
th Mgciclory command of cur Lord to many of his brethren who in essen- 
on ily ap — and consequently to all tials thorouzhly agreed with his 
th ho derive authority trom them, to statement of Christian doctrine. In 
it reach “the Gospel,’ the *good the second of his sermons, Mr 
a Wines of great joy,’ which bring Vaughan has more explicitly avow- 
may Mev is the knowledge of a Saviour— ed iis sentiments on the controvert- 
{cOnmaabad which Hime s them fuliy ed points 11) q' iestion : ; and we e pur- 
untold these truths, and ta ¢ nforce Po: ely reserve our remarks tu ae i 
-{o Me viem upon the understanding and them for that fuller and plaines 
Jess MBMNC consecence secondly, the con- declaration. In the mean time, we 
io me nity of this method with the recommend to afl our clerical rea- 
(Joc aud practice of the apostles;— ders the one Of this excellent 
ner; a taindly, its atavendons to the and useful discourse. 
Jane os thofsianers andof believers. ‘6 I! ison ls by '$ prea hing Christ ; it 
hes? Seeh ds the method of preac hing is only “4 making ie peculiar and charac- 
tion heended by the pious author teristic doctrines of th Gospel the mainsub- 
laid alpine ae ee, ehikeks ae. O° ito every man's € ens er 
. . ; tiem - every man’s consc‘ence in tne signet 
esil sen Ap wy ip — calcula- of Cad; that we ean hepe te win, to keen, 
of Its uy lo accCoMpitsn tue sublime aud to save souls. If we adopt a wholly 
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different outline, or omit main strokes of 
this ; orit we trace this, but atter an essen. 
tially diferent manner: we may avoid giv- 
ing offence to any man; we may be admir- 
ed as orators and scholars; we may be ac- 
counted wise, rational, candid, polite, con- 
cillating : but shail the blessing of him that 
is ready to perish come upon us? shall 
Christ be magnified by our body ? shall we 
pulldown the kingdom cf Satan ? 

“ Brethren, L have not forgotten that Lam 
nédw addressing myself to these, to we 1") 
the subject we have considered is peculiar- 
ly interesting and affecting Preachers of 
the everlasting Gospel! is this your method 
of declaring it to your people ? as it your 
habit thus tuo enforce its new-creating, 
sanctilying, enliveniag truths, in ali thew 
fullucss and variety, up nt 
ings, aliections, ard consciences of inen ? 

* But there is a question yet prior to this, 
which should deem myself unjistinable in 
withholding, upon this solenin and pregnant 
occasion. Have we principles 
With our own eyes? are we verily * persuad- 
ed’ of them ? have we cordially cu:braced 
them ? are we labouring to cherish, sus- 
tain, increase, and manifest their mtluence 
in our bearts and lives! are our spirit and 


va 
\ a ler ¢ cl 
LNE UNGcrsraliGe- 


‘seen’ these 


conversation such as become the Gospel of 


Christ; 
pel? 

“ft is vain to expect that we should 
preach these truths in the manner £ havc 
described; and it were vai 5 if we should 
so preach them ; unless we know them for 
ourselves: unless ‘we having tlie same 
spirit of faith according as it 1s written, | 
believed and therefore have | spoken ; we 
also belicve and therefore speak 2 untess 
we can say, §I know whom f have believ- 
ed ;? ‘now we believe, not because of thy 
saying, for we have heard him ourselves, 
and know that this is indeed the Christ, the 
Saviour of the world ’ 

«Oh! let it be our first care to experi- 
ence the vital energies of that Gespel, 
whichis declared to be ‘the power of God 
unto salvation,’ in our own souls. ‘Then 
will it certainly be our second care, and not 
less our care, to declare it freely and faith- 
fully to others ; specially, to feed therewith 
that ‘flock of Chr ist, over Which the Holy 
Ghost hath made us overseers.’ We shall 
declare it, not arrogantly, fiercely, unfeel- 
ingly, but in tender love and compassion, 
as dyi ing sinfk ul men to dying sinners: not 
self. secking, ! ut with a sin- 
sclory: not in the 


yea.and the ministers of that Gos- 


in the spirit of 
cle eve to our Master’s 
fear of man, but of God 

“With the Bible in our heads and in our 
hearts; with warm and grateful remem- 
berance of our bleeding Saviour’s love, ‘who 
gave himself for us,’ and of the Father’s 
love who sent him ; Waiting for the promise 
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of the Spirit, as that which alone can make 
us eficctive workmen ; 
the coming of that day of God, in whieh 
we shail 
every sermon we 
truths we have declared, and of the truss 
which we have 
be cold or careless preachers ; 
we sliall not be ostentatious, vain-cloricus 
preachers ; we shall not be unsuccessful 
preachers. ‘Vhe Lord shall own his word in 
the feebleness of the instrumeit ; he shal! 
cause it to be the ‘hammer which breaketh 
the reck in pieces;’ the thancer to 
man’s heart, the rain to fms ke it bri ng 
forth and bud ;? the mighty wind to siiak 
the consuming fire to purge ; the bread to 
strene tien ; the oil to vl dden s the distil. 
ling dew to refresh his people.” 


ated ioste , : 
“Mila tiasle bard) unto 


have preached, of the 


a? ? 4 ? 
fuorborie to aeclare: ye 


of ?} 4 
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The second of these visitation ser- 
Mons 18 on the words Oj our Saviow, 
Matt. ix. 38, “ Prey ye therefore the 
word of the liarvest, that he willsend 
forth labourers unto his” harvest.” 
rom this passage, after some hitro- 
ductory observations on the corupa- 
ratively sma'inumber ot rea! ta 


yous 


ers In the Divine harvest, aud the 
duty of pany er to its exalted Lord, 


yy n may be abundantly enlarged, 
Mr. Vaug ‘han deduces, as the sub- 
ject of his discourse, the two follow- 
Ine general observations :—F rst, 
that * the office of a Christian minis- 
ter is an office of labour ;” and, se- 
condly, “that the true and faithful 
minister is of the Lord.” The truth 
of the first of these observations is 
inferred from the names and ttle 
(all of which Imply, together with a 
degree of dignity, much labo: 
fidelity by which the minister ot 


Christ 1s ¢ enuanie’ zed in Scripture; | 
ereat end og 


from considering the 


the Christian ministry, which 1s 00g 
less than the salvation of men—ancg 


also from considering the means oF 
instrnments of such ministry. 
view given by the preacher 1 
direct and indirect exercises ane 
employments of the true Christial] 


ne 


f thes 


abene’ 4 


minister is peculiarly striking # 
elevated. We wish we could lay it] 
entire before our readers; but WO 
must content ourselves with an es 


tract from that part of it which !e 


be called to give an account of 
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1812. } Review of Vaughan’s 
Jates to the discharge of some of the 
most important ministerial functions, 
referving to the sermon itseif for the 
indirect, but not less Important and 
sapesineee influence of the minister, 
by his spirit and conduct. 


‘©*¢ We are to do the work of an Evan- 


gelist: >—to make full proof of our minis- 
iry:’ —* fully to preach the Gospel of 
Christ?’ What! in our own strength ! 


God forbid ! But not without our own la- 
bour. We look, indeed, for the promise of 
the Spirit; for his illuminating influences 
upon the understanding, as weil as for bis 
sanctifying energies in the heart. But we 
expect these influences in the application of 
patient labour. Before we presume to pass 
the threshold of the tabernacle, we sub- 
mit our minds to the discipline of educa- 
tion. When we have made some attain- 
ments in theological knowledge, and have 
been § counted faithful,’ and * put into the 
ministry,’ by those appointed to judge in 
these things ; we preach, but it is with care 
and thought. We seek the enlargement 
ofour capacities datly, by study and obser- 
vation : not disdaining either the research. 
eat the learned, or the improving conver- 
sution of wise and pious friends. Much 
caution indeed 1s necessary in the selection 
our society: and muchcaution inthe se- 


lection of our books for rig We must 
beware 2 iiterarv trifling ; and we must 


rare of theelogical willins e, © They have 
cast le wh —_ wounded ; yea, Many 
wrong men have fallen by them? 

“Gur love of literature must be very 
ely indulged, when once we have en- 
tered nto the ministry, It must be our re- 
ar sg aot our labour: and some regard 
must be had to our peculiar cast of mind, 
isetting bounds to it. To some it will be 
wecessary that they impose very painful re- 
traints upon themselves: but let them re- 
member, they have higher objects. 

“In our theological reading it will be ne- 

‘ssary that we frequently ask the question, 
What end am I proposing to myself by 
sich and such a course of study? what 
sod am I looking for, as likely to result 
tum it, either to my own soul or to the 
uls of others ? 

“Still, if we would preacis, we must 
make reading and meditation our hand- 
mids, whilst faith and prayer are as our 
ted and staff, Especially, and. above all 
ther books, we must study the Bible ; ; 
naking ourselves fully acquainted both with 
US general outline and with all its parts. 
We are to remember always, that to this 
rok of God, and not to the writings of un- 
"spired men, whether of ancient or modern 
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times, our main application for instruction, 
and our lust appeal for the confirmation of 
truth, must invariably be made. Let an- 
tiquity and authority, the traditions of age 
and the jaboured reasonings of philosophi- 
cal minds, have their wely ht, but no more 
than their just weight. What God spake 
by his Spirit to his Prophets and Apostles ; 
as unfolded to us by the patient study oi his 
word, under the implored and awaited 
guidance of the Spirit which dictated 
this is truth to us ; this is that which we 
must embrace, ponder, digest, show forth 
to our peopie, as such. 

‘* We must also study and examine our 
own hearts; tracing there the original of 
that unsightly picture which is so fully 
pourtrayed’ in the Scriptures. We must 
also live with open eyes, with open ears, 
with opened understanding, bear t. and con- 
science ; so as to obtain a deep insightinto 
the true character and state of Man univer. 
sally, and into the true character and state 
of our own people in particular, Thus, and 
thus alone, can we hope to become ‘ woik- 
men which need not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth, 

“ Now when we shall have added 1 to this 
statement the labour of each particular ser- 
mon: the anxiety we must feat | nm the 
choice of our subjects, lest we should omit 
‘to declare,’ in its place and seasen, * all,’ 
and every part of ‘the counsel of God ; the 
anxiety we must feel in the choice of n-ate- 
rials for the setting forth of our subject, 
lest we should omit what is important, or 
introduce what is superfivous ; the due con- 
trol of our feelings in delivering it; the 
praver, watchfulness, and earnestness, 
which are to precede; and the pwoever, 
watchfulness, and earnestness, which are to 
follow us from the pulpit: we shall have 
made it sufficiently plain, that even the 
preaching of the word, which forms but one 
out of many arduous and :mportant duties, 
is of itself sufficient to constitute the Chris- 
tian ministry an office of labour. 

“The same observations are applicable, 
in different degrees, to our other ministe- 
rial exercises ; each of which requires its 
portion of time and strength in the actual 
performance, and most of them in prepara- 
tion also. T cannot firbear naming our of- 
fice of visiting the sick . a duty of great 
moment and of singular usefulness, but 
which requires much time, mucl know- 
ledge, much skill, labour, and self-denial in 
performing it, as wellas much previous ex- 
= ise of mind in thought and prayer.” pp. 

6—7 0. 
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‘“ Who then is sufficient for these 
things??? To this question Mr. 
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230 
Vaughan replies, by his second ge- 
Neral observation, that “the true 
and iaithtul ministeris of the Lord.” 
five makes them qwiliing, and makes 
them a@éle. Study, and discipline, 
and seli-cuiture are necessary ; but 
“the scribe” fully “iisiructed unto 
the kingdom ot Heaven,is, also, ev- 
lightened from above.’ The great 
Lord of the harvest, having shewn 
them that they must look simply to 
him tor clear perceptions of truth, 
by a process more or less gradual, 
by a greater or less degree of human 
intervention, unfolds to them the 
ample scheme of Revelation, that 
they may teed on this bread of life 
in their own souls, and break it in 
its due proportions to others. Thus, 
He displays to them the great “ mys- 
tery of godliness ;”’ the fall and ruin 
of man; the complete salvation which 
is in Christ; justification by faith 
only ; regeneration ; and sanctifica- 
tion by the Holy Spirit of God. 
Here, we doubt not, many of Mr. 
Vaughan’s hearers, as well as rea- 
ders, would have wished that he had 
stopped—and, as a matter of mere 
taste and judgment, exclusive of 
every other consideration, we should 
be inclinedtobe oftheir number. But 
the pious preacher scems to have felt 
it to be a point of duty and con- 
science to proceed as follows :— 


s¢ Allthis He shows them: less than this 
He cannot show, to make the perfect scribe. 

“ Butis this vil We shows them? I would 
speak with candour, with moderation, with 
great respect and tenderness towards those 
who may differ from me. But I think He 
will show them something more, Not at 
once ; it may be not till after the labour and 
pursuit of years; but at tength, He is gene. 
rally pleased to show them something more 
explicit, more animating, more humbling, 
yet more consolatory, respecting the ever- 
lasting origin, redtndant provisions, and in- 
delible effects of the covenant of grace. He 
shows them, that the ‘heirs of promise’ 
were loved of God, chosen out from their 
brethren, and ordained to everlasting life, 
before the foundations of the world were 
laid: that ‘they which be endued with so 
excellent a benefit of God, be calied accord- 
ing to God’s purpose by his Spirit working 
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in due season; they through grace obey 
the cailing ; they be justified freely ; they 
be made the sons of God by adoption ; they 
be made like the image of his only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ ; they walk religiously in 
good works, and at length by God’s mercy 
they attain to everlasting felicity? He 
shows them that this doctrineg soberly and 
judiciousiy administered, is soar from be. 
Inge inimical to godliness as to be its main- 
spring and suppert; is so far from hanging 
down the hands, that it lifts them up ; is so 
far from closing our. mouths in persuasion, 
that it opens them more widely ; is so far 
from kindling pride, that it generates the 
deepest humility ; is so far from nurturing 
despondency, as to be the very joy and 
strenge: ht bot! of those who with understand. 
ing hear, and of those who with understand. 
ing declare it. 

“ft would speak with firmness here, as 
well as with forbearance. ‘The Christian 
doctrine of Election ts a practical experi. 
mental doctrine: £a most wholesome doc. 
trine. and very full of comfort? Our 
Church, as we have seen, embraces and 
declares it. We behold it written as with 
a sun-beam in the divine word. 
some of our brethren whom we affectionate. 
ly love and estcem have not received this 
saying ? They may reccive it still. Many 


who had for years opposed, have died re- . 


joicing in it) Many at this hour are preach- 
ine’ that very article of our taith, which, 
above all others, they once laboured to des- 
troy. However this be, whilst we cordial- 


ly give the right hand of fellowship to every | 


sincere laborious brother, * who holdeth the 


Head ;? we must remember tbat ‘to our! 
own Master we stand or fall” ” pp. 78—8!. | 


It was with a view to the preced- 


ing passage, that we reserved a few 


observations on the points of doc- 
trine to which it refers, and which 
are Jess plainly declared in the first 
of these discourses. 
ting, as we have 


and candid manner, that a ministel 
of the Gospel may both faithfully 
and usefully discharge his officey 
without holding or declaring the” 
views which he himself adopts om 
the doctrines of election and final 
perseverance, we cannot but expres 
our regret, that he should have 
thought it necessary to add the pas 
sage which is the subject of thes@ 
remarks, and that for two reason 


What if 


Now, admit- 7 
seen that Mr. 
Vaughan does in the most explicit 
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Ja the first place, the preacher could 
not but be aware, that the declara- 
ion Of such sentiments, however 
cautiously and modestly made, would 


be likely to offend the prejudices of 


maby Who might hear or read his 
sermons, and consequently tend to 
diminish the generaily beneficial 
effects which they were otherwise 
eminently calculated to produce. 
Tois 1s surely a consideraticn of no 
sight moment, and might, we think, 
have been conscientiously ailowed 
tohave prevailed. In the next place, 
there is an evident effearance in the 
representation of his views respect- 
ing the doctrines of election and final 
perseverance, of considering them 
as the test, at least as one of the 
proofs, of the advancement of him 
who holds them to a Aigher form in 
the school of Christ. We recollect 
sme other instances of a similar 
kind, where this idea is more openly 
expressed. Now, whatever may be 
the truth of the doctrines in ques- 
tion, or the fact as to the character 
and experience of those who adopt 
them, we cannot but think that this 
isnot the way in which the subject 
should be represented. Doubtless 
itappears thus to those who agrce 
in sentiment with Mr. Vaughan ; 
and so, no doubt, is the directly op- 
posite view of this most difficult 
(uestion considered, by those who 
ave deliberately and conscientious- 
y embraced it, and perhaps have 
even grown old in defending and 
therishing it. Great forbearance, 
therefore, and moderation ought to 
be maintained on both sides: nor 
should either party appear to assume 
asuperiority which is mutually dis- 
lowed. Certainly many eminent- 
ly pious men micht be mentioned, 
Whose zeal and humility, and whose 
dbounding consolations in Christ 
Yould not suffer by a comparison 
with any of their brethren, however 
listinguished, who yet continued 
through life to oppose those views 
‘hich Mr. Vaughan represents as 
Wing its perfection and rotundity, 
Sit were, to the Christian charac- 
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ter. And we cannot but believe that 
Mr. Vaughan himself would admit, 
that the reception of those views Is 
not always a security that the person 
receiving them has made a superior 
progress to others in the cultivation 
of the graces of the Holy Spirit.— 
Having said thus much, however, on 
one side of this perplexing subject, 
it is but justice to add a few words 
on the other. And here the first re- 
mark we would make, relates to the 
which, we doubt not, some 
amonyst the hearers, and others 
amongst the readers of the sermons 
before us, have not failed to raise 
against the Ca/vinism otf iheir author. 
But where is the sense or reason of 
suchacry? Whathas Mr. Vaughan 
stated concerning the doctrines of 
election and perseverance (for to 
these two points alone does his decla- 
ration refer), which, if not either ex- 
pressed inthe words of Scripture,or in 
thoseofthe |7tharticle of our Church, 
may not, without any Impeachment 
either of learning or fairness, be de- 
duced from them § What have the 
author of these sermons, and many 
others of his brethren, to whom the 
name of Calvinistic has been affixedy 
asserted upon this subject, which has 
not been previously affirmed by some 
of the wisest, most pious, and most 
learned divines which the Church 
of England has produced? It is 
surely no disgrace, at least, to a 
man to hold sentiments which have 
been avowedand defended by Hooker, 
Davenant, and Hall; by Hopkins and 
Usher; to say nothing of a crowd 
of other writers, scarcely inferior 
even to those distinguished names. 
Surely it may be permitted (though 
we ourselves could wish that they 
did not avai] themselves of the per- 
nission) to English Presbyters in the 
present day, without any severe re- 
proach, to declare such opinions In 
temperate and candid terms, and 
without incurring the danger of be- 
ing denounced as monsters of ab- 
surdity, malevolence, and irreligion. 
This is all for which we have so 
often contended. And notwithstand- 
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ing some recent and formidable ap- 
pearances to the contrary, we can- 
not but hope that this is the temper 
and view which will ultimately pre- 
vail. 

We have extended our remarks 
on this sermon so far, that we can 
only recommend the conclusion of 
it—on the success afforded by the 
great Lord of the harvest to ail his 
faithtul labourers, and on the exi- 
gencies and appearances of the pre- 
sent times—to all our readers. 

The last of the three sermons is 
on the Salvation which is in Christ 
only,” trom Acts iv. 12. Excellent 
as this discourse is, it will not be 
necessary to enter into a minute ex- 
amination of it. It offers nothing 
of a controversial nature, if we ex- 
cept two sensible notes on the im- 
putation of the sin of Adam to bis 
posterity ; a subject, however, con- 
cerning which Mr. Vaughan very 
judiciously observes, that it would 
be better if we could altogether re- 
press our reasonuings. So far, also, 
is he from introducing into this ser- 
mon any of the peculiarities of what 
is called Calvinism, that, in speak- 
ing of some of the distinguishing 
properties of the salvation which is 
in Christ, he has expressly declared, 


that it is ** wzZversal as to its ob- 
jects ;” that “it applies itself to all 
men.’ ‘JT mean not,’ continues 


our author, ** that all men will ulti- 
mately be partakers of it.’ What 
writer, indeed, of our Church will 
venture to assert this proposition ? 
Alas! many will “ eventually be 
injured, rather than profited by it. 
It is capable, however, of being et- 
fectually applied to all. It is wr- 
gently offered to all. The fault is 
in man; in the invited; and not in 
the Master of the feast ; if all taste 
not of it.” We might add other ex- 
tracts from all these discourses, in 
which the points which the adversa- 
ries of Calvinism, falsely so called, 
contend. to be either wholly incon- 
sistent with that system, or practi- 
cally neglected by its disciples, such 
as the necessity of good works, and 
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of labour and diligence in the use 
of means, are plainly, minutely, and 
pointedly enforced*. But to re- 
turn to the subject of this third ser. 
mon. It gives a full and scriptural 
account of the nature of the salva- 
tion made known by the Gospel, 
and proves that this is in Jesus 
Christ, and 7m Him only. From tuis 
last division of the subject, we could 
with pleasure quote several pas- 
sages, in which the various pleas 
that ignorance and self-righteous. 
ness too often urge to avoid a siniple 
dependence on Christ alone for sal- 
vation, are clearly and decisively 
refuted, as well as from the ani- 
mated improvement and application 
of the whole subject. But we pur- 
posely forbear. We consider this 
sermon as forming so good a model 
of general parochial preaching, that 
we cannot but wish it may be very 
extensively read; and we should 
consider it as one of the best tokens 
of the blessing of God unon our 
Church, if the main principles which 
it contains were cordially embraced 
by all her ministers, and preached 
in all her pulpits, with equal ability, 
eloquence, and piety. 





——— 


The Excellence of the Liturgy,a Ser- 
mon, fireuchedin the Parish Chur: 
of St. Mary, Aylesbury, at the Visi- 
tation of the Archdeacon of Bucks, 
on Wednesday, June 27, 1810. By 
the Rev. Basin Wooppn., M.A. 
Rector of Drayten Beauchamp, 
Minister of Bentinck Chapel, St 
Mary-le-bone ; and Chaplain to 
the most noble the Marquis o 
Townsend. London: Bridgewater! 
pp. 30. Price Is. 6d. 


WeE can assure Dr. Marsh, that Mr. 
Woodd has been a zealous friend 0 
the British and Foreign Bible So 
ciety, as well as a contributor to ils 
funds from the period of its com: 
mencement. We can also assure 
him, that the publication of the pre 

* See particularly pages 30 to 33 of th? 
first sermon ; and 129, 132, and 133 of the 


third, 
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sent sermon is no puritan trick on the 
part of Mr. Woodd, intended to fur- 
nish a seasonable answer to Dr. 
Marsh’s arzuinen., that the contri- 
butors to the Bibie Society must of 
necessity become unfriendly, or at 
least indifferent, to the Prayer-book. 
The sermon has lain on our table 
for near a year and a half, and but 
for the press of other matter would 
have been noticed by us long ago. 
It will now serve a purpose which 
Mr. \Voodd could not have anticipa- 


ted; tor » could have anticipated 
that a curucd Professor of Divinity, 
him-ci. a  beneficed” clergyman, 
si). have published a pamphlet of 


e: icy pages, besides an address and 
anand bill; and, if report do not 
beiie him, should be about to publish 
a second pampihiet suil more bulky 
than tae lirst,—all in order to prove, 
by the force of dialectic skill (* ab- 
stract reasoning,’ the Professor calls 
it), that the circulation of the Scrip- 
tures alone tends to generate a dis- 
respect for the Liturgy, and must 
have a malign influence on the 
Caurcn of Eavland! It will serve to 
shew that there are among the mem- 
bers of that church, who contribute 
to tue Bible Society, aye, and among 
the ost suspected part of that num- 
ber—we mean the evangelical clergy 
—men who not only love the Liturgy 
themseives, but who labour strenu- 
ously to make others love and prize 
it too. 

We really mean nothing invidious 
to Dr. Marsh ; we merely mean to 
oppose Facrs to “adstract reason- 
img,” when we bring into competi- 
tion his own claims and those of Mr. 
Woodd (this member not only of a 
mischievous Society, which distri- 
butes the pure word of God alone, 
Without note or comment, but of 
that arrorant and heretical sect de- 
nominated * evangelical”) to be con- 
sidered as firm and active supporters 
oi the church and her services. 
“Irst, and this must be no mean me- 
‘it in the eyes of Dr. Marsh, Mr. 
Woodd has been a member of the 
society in Bartlett’s Buildings for 
‘Wenty-six years : what he has done 
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through that medium, in distributing 
Prayer-books and Church-of-Eng- 
land tracts, may be seen by turning 
to the ledger of the society, to which 
we presume that Dr. Marsh has ac- 
cess. Scarcely a week paxses over 
Mr. Woodd in which he does not 
periorm the service oi the Church 
of /ngitand twice or thrice, as well 
as preach three or four times to nu- 
merous congregations. He has su- 
perintended, for many years, exten- 
sive schools, which are conducted 
on strictly Church-of-England prin- 
ciples: and to give more weight to 
the formularies of that church, in 
the eyes of the crowds who attend 
his ministry, he has instituted, on 
the afternoon of the first Sunday in 
every month, at his chapel at Pad- 
dington, catechetical exercises,which 
are attended by the children of all 
his schools in that quarter, as well as 
by an overflowing congregation of 
adults, and which he generally closes 
by a familiar exposition of some 
part of the catechism of the Church 
of England. He has laboured as- 
siduously, not only from the pulpit 
and by means of schools, but through 
the medium of the press, to rear the 
youth of the land as sound church. 
men; the very titles of his nume- 
rous little works will shew this; but 
we beg Dr. Marsh not to be satisfied 
with the titles: he will find the whole 
matter of them to be very good. 
That he may do this, we will give 
him the titles of a few of them. 

A short Introduction tothe Church 
Catechism, price 2d. 

The Church Catechism with short 
Questions, designed for the Use of 
Sunday Schools, price 3d. 

A brief Explanation of the Church 
Catechism, by way of Question and 
Answer, price 8d. 

A short Summary of Christian 
Doctrine and Practice, in the Words 
of Scripture, extracted from Bishop 
Gustrell’s Christian Institutes*, de- 
signed for the Use of Children, 
price Sd. 


* One of the books of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge 
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An Address to young Persons on 
Confirmation, shewing the Antiquity 
of the Rite, the serious Preparation 
requisite and the Benefit resulting 
from this solemn Act of Dedication 
to God, designed also as a general 
I}lustration of the Order of Confir- 
mation, price 6d. 

The Excellency of the Liturgy, a 
Sermon, price ls. 6d. &c. &c. 

Now, what number of Prayer- 
books and Church-of-England tracts 
Dr. Marsh may have distributed 
during the eleven years of his affilia- 
tion with the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge ; what have 
been his parochial labours as a min- 
ister of the sanctuary and a preach- 
er of the Gospel; what schools he 
may have instituted and superintend- 
ed among his flock ; what may have 
been his catechetical exertions ; what 
pains he may have taken to recom- 
mend and explain the Bible and its 
best companion, the Liturgy, among 
them—we do not pretend to know. 
This, however, we will say, that if 
in these respects he hus rivalled Mr. 
Woodd, he has deserved well of his 
country and of the church of Christ. 
To his recent honours as a preacher*, 
and the alarm which he has recently 
sounded in behalf of the Church and 
her Liturgy, we are, indeed, no 
strangers. Their fame is now pro- 
babiy co-extensive with the limits 
of the United Kingdom. We shall 
rejoice to Jearn that he is equally 
well known within the bounds of his 
parish as the Jaborious minister of 
Jesus Christ, the messenger of the 
Gospel, the instrument of diffusing 
divine light and knowledge, the firm 
opposer of all vice, the comferter of 
the afflicted whether in body or 
mind, the earnest and affectionate 
preacher of repentance, faith, and 
holiness; in short, the vigilant, 


* There is a rumour abroad, that his ser- 
mon is likely to obtain a very wide circula- 
tion indeed, in consequence of a proposal to 
adopt it as one of the tracts of the Society 
mn Bar tlett’s Buildings, provided no envious 
black-ball should interfere to prevent this 
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faithful, and affectionate shepherd 
of that flock over which the Holy 
Ghost has placed him. 

But to return to the sermon of Mr. 
Woodd, which we recommend, not 
merely as furnishing us with an ad- 
ditional argument in a controversy 
we deem important, but as Intrinsi- 
cally excellent; we shall content 
ourselves with giving one rather 
long extract from the concluding 
part of it. After an exposition of 
the claims of the Liturgy to be re- 
garded as an admirable “ form of 
sound words,” not only as a summa- 
ry of our most holy religion, and 
as a course of scriptural instruc- 
tion, but as an exercise of rational, 
pure, exalted devotion, he thus pro- 
ceeds : 


‘© This form of sound words may be con. 
sidered, at once, as an epitome of the Chiris- 
tian Religion, and as a standard of pastoral 
instruction. It carefully avoids those sub- 
jects of controversy which have unhappily 
divided the Church of Christ. The Com- 
mon Prayer-book has been justly stiled ‘the 
poor man’s body of divinity ; and it cer- 
tainly contains a general summary of what 
a Christian ought to know, believe, and 
practise to his soul’s hes ith. As Bishop 
Beveridge has well expressed it, * There is 
nothing in the Liturgy but what is necessa- 
ry for our edification ; and all things that 
are,or can be, for our edification, are plainly 
init. You will find nothing asserted but 
what 1s consonant to God’s word ; nothing 
praved for, but according to His promise; 
nothing required as a duty, but what is 
agreeable to his commands ’* The Litur- 
gy not only jis presented to us as a form of 
praver, but itis at the same time a standing 
Christian sermon, delivered every returning 
sabbath, in upwi irds of ten thousand church: 
es; diilusing an atmosphere of religious 
knowledge th: ‘oughout the kingdom ; ¢s- 
tublishing a pure and unsophisticated stanc- 
ard of evangelical truth, so combined, that 
no man can duly attend to the service, 
and remain ignorant of the nature of the 
Gospel, 

“etus, my reverend brethren, who are 
ministers of our venerable establishment, be 

urselyes steadrast in our attachment to its 
pei ‘tution, doctrine, and discipline. Le 
our discourses from the pulpit breathe tle 


ee 





"= Bishop Beveridge’ 5s Sermon on the 
Common Prayer, page 20, printed by the 
venel rable Society for promotin £ Christa’ 
Knowledge.” 
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same spirit, exhibit the same distinguishing 
ruths, and recommend the same purity of 
ractice. 

“Let it be our constant aim to exhibit to 
our parishioners the glory of God ; the ex- 
cellence of the divine law ; the guilt, con- 
demnaiion, anc helpiess state of man; that 
they may be convinced of their sins, brought 
tu repentance, and earnestly inquire what 
they must do to be saved. 

«Let us prominently exhibit the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the glory of his person, and 
the riches of lis @race, as the full, perfect, 
gud sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satis- 
faciion, tor the sins of the whole world. 
Let us frequently explain the nature of the 
New Covenant, and practically enforce the 
necessity of repentance towards God, and 
ita inthe Lord Jesus Christ. Let us d- 
rect their attention to the Holy Spirit: of 
God that tuvy may be enmched with his 
heavenly grace, and enabled to amend their 

word, As we 
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ieiits OF faith, ine 
and good works, in order 
tosalyanion, Woiile we maintain that *we 
ave accon ited God, Only 
for the merit of oar Lord and Saviour Je- 
sus Christ by faith, and not for our own 
works or dleservings.? Let us be equally 
strenuous in Maintaimng that we must live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
world; and that at the last day we shall be 
indged according to our works. We shail 
then, with the venerable Hooker, make it 
evident, that while we discard the mevito- 
rious dignity of good works, we maintain 
ihe dutiful necessity of them. We shall, 
by Gis means, equally cuard against the 
error of those who trust i themselves that 
thev are righteous, while they have a form 
of yodliness without the power: and the fa- 
tal delusion of those who would tur the 
grace of God into licentiousness. We shall 
maintain that union of faith and works which 
God hath joined together, and which no 
min, but at the expense of his salvation, 
can put asunder." 
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"© «The way of salvation,’ says the late 
excellent Bishop Horne, ‘is but one, viz. 
aith in Christ, bringing forth the fruits 
thereof: and none but those who preach that 
are the servants of the Most High God ; who 
shew unt» men the way of salvation. The 
— receives its goodness from the tree, not 
6 tree from the fruit; which does nut make 
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«“ Thus let us hold fast this form of sound 
words, in faith and love, which is in Christ 
Jesus. Let us hold it fastin faith, as to our 
own personal belief of the truth therein ex- 
hibited, and as a sacred trust committed to 
us at our designation to the ministerial of- 
fice. Let us hold fast this form of sound 
words ‘in love ?to God the father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost, to whose grace we 
ave indebted for all the mercy which it pro- 
claims; ‘in love’ to the souls committed to 
our charge, whose spiritual interests its sa 
well calculated to promote; ‘in love’ to 
each other, and to atl mankind. Aud ‘et 
not our parishioners forget to shew their 
estimation of the Liturgy, by constant regu 
lar attendance on divine worship ; by early 
attendance at the beginning of the service ; 
by endeavouring to enter into its devotional 
spirit, and by diligently observing the bene- 
eent practice which it enforces. 

By these means, through the blessing 
of Almighty God, we shall be nourished and 
built ap tegether in all truth and goodness.” 

* We hve ina day in which many have 
Cenarted irom the communion ofthe Church 
of Engiand ; and it becomes an object of 
Mportast inquiry, by what means the unity 
ofthe church may most effectually be pro- 
moted. Let the ministers of the church be 
faithful to her doctrine, taught in her form 
of sound words ; let them, by their life and 
conversation, adorn the dectrine of God 
their Saviourin allthings. The chureh will 
then prove her own bulwark ; and the sii of 
schism will hide its diminished head. Ifin 
any of our parishes we should have Chris- 
tians of different denominations, let us de- 
fend the church by consecrated weapons , 
by pureness; by knowledge ; by long-suffer- 
ing; by kindness ; by the Holy Ghost; by 





the tree good, but shews it to be so; _be.« 
cause men do not gather grapes of thorns, 
So works receive all their goodness from 
faith, not faith from works; which do net 
themselves justify, but shew a prior justifi- 
cation of the soul that produces them, as it 
is written, ‘ We know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren.’ Apology, 1756, 610. And again, 
‘Yo preach practical sermons, i. e. sermons 
upon virtues and vices, without inculcating 
those great Scripture truths of redemption, 
grace, &c. which alone can incite and ena- 
ble us to forsake sin and follow after righ- 
teousness, what is it but to put together the 
wheels, and set the hands of a watch, for- 
getting the spring which is to make them 
all so? Life of Bishop Horne, by the Ree. 
HW". Fones, p. S76.” 
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love unfeigned. Let us approve ourselves 
as the ministers of God. Never let us ren- 
der railing for railing ; if reviled, let us not 
revile again. 

‘«*Let us make it evident that we our- 
selves are churchmen on principle ; but that 
we can charitably allow the rights of con- 
science to those, who may consider it a duty 
to differ from us. Steadfast ourseives in 
unfeigned and unshaken attachment to the 
Church of England, let us shew that we 
wish to assume no other influence than that 
of reason, truth, and goodness. 

“ The bitterness of opposition never fails 
to increase opponents. ‘he sure way to 
make aman an enemy is to act as if we 
thought him so; but kindness, charity, and 
candour, descend soft as the snow from 
heaven; at the sume time with an influence 
gradual, tender, and irresisuble. 

* By seriously and devoutly conducting 
the Divine Service ; by holding forth the 
word of life ; by visiting the sick and afflict- 
ed; by relieving the necessitous, according 
to our ability ; by instructing the ignorant 
publicly and from house to house; by cate- 
chising the youth ; by establishing and su- 
perintending schools for the education of 
the children; by being patterns to the 
flock : we shall, through the Divine bless- 
ing, most effectually subserve the interests 
of religion ane of the Church of England. 

‘By such means we may not only ex- 
hibit what we consider to be ‘the more ex- 
cellent way,’ but we may, as in many in- 
stances hath occurred, bring back the wan- 
derer ; we may conciliate the disaflected : 
we may prevent that defection from the Es- 
tablishment which every true Churchman 
views with unfeigned concern, prays 
against, and deplores.” pp. 23—29. 


Now, we think we may challenge 
Dr. Marsh to produce from any 
quarter, even from his own highly 
honoured sermon, a passage which 
more characteristically describes the 
Liturgy, or which recommends it 
more cordially, or with greater ef- 
fect, to the love and veneration of 
the church. But when Mr. Woodd 
wrote this sermon he had already 
been about six years a member of 
the Bible Society, without experienc- 
ing any of those chilling influences 
with respect to the Prayer-book, 
the apprehension of which, as deduc- 
ed by “ abstract reasoning,” formed 
the great ground of Dr. Marsh’s 
objection tothe Bible Society. Mr. 
Woodd’s sermon, however is adapt- 
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ed to serve a much higher purpose 
than to furnish one of the many 
Facts by which sucn reasoning may 
be disproved; and we believe it to 
be impossibie for any candid aid ii- 
genuous person to read it without 
feeling his affection to the Church 
of England warmed, and his reve. 
rence for her services increased, uy 
the exposition which the pious au- 
thor has here given, of the clainis 
she has to the regard and gratitude 
of her sons. 


= 


A Dissertation on the Books of Origen 
against Celsus, with a View to il- 
lustrate the Arguinent and froint out 
the Evidence they afford to the 
Truth of Christianity. Published 
in Pursuance of the Will of the 
Rev. J. Hulse, as having gained 
theannual Prize, instituted by him 
tn the University of Cambridge. By 
Francis CUNNINGHAM, of Queen’s 
College. Cambridge : Deighton. 
London: Hatchard. 1811. 8vo. pp. 
55. 

Our object, In bringing this suc- 

cessful effort of academical industry 

to the knowledge of our readers, is 
not so much to bestow praise on the 
author, as to recommend to those 
who have not the means, or the time, 
or the inclination, to make them- 
selves acquainted with the able and 
eloquent, but desultory defence of 

Christianity contained in the justly 

celebrated treatise of Origen agains! 

Celsus, this neat, concise, and per: 

spicuous abstract of his reasoning. 

Of the original work of Celsus, no 

trace is now left. It would have been 

wholly unknown in modern times, 
had not every thing, that appeared 
material in it, been preserved in the 
pages of the Christian advocate. 
Ilad Celsus, therefore, never becn 
refuted, the modern infidel would 
have been deprived of the greate! 
part of his means of offence. If 
truth, scarcely an argument of aly 


prove the truth of Christianity in the 








F ject 


Bib}, 


I , ‘o, Me CONS) 
weight has been adduced to dis ha 





















































eS 9) ees 


in 
Vo 
ev 
SE 


up 


re), 
whi 


he | 
his 

tray 
man 
"por 
he a 













oo = =~ & 


rr) 
“ites: J 
. i 


en 
iJ. 
jut 
he 





} Jections of Celsus. 


present day, which was not satisfac- 
torily answered by Origen near six- 
teen hundred years ago. The infi- 
del’s employment, since that pertod, 
is most aptiy described by a Chris- 
tin poet in the foliowing lines : 
«He gleans the bluated shafis that have 
recoiled, 
Aud aims thein at the shield of truth again.” 
Mr. Cunningham has made a ju- 
dicious arrangement of his materi- 
als. He collects the objections of 
Celsus, and the refutations of Ori- 
gen, under the following heads :— 
The History and Writings of the 
Jews ; the Scriptures ; the History 
of Christ ; Miracles ; Character of 
the early Christians ; Doctrines of 
the early Christians. It is not our 
intention to follow him through 
these several divisions. On the last 
head we wiil merely remark, that 
the objections of Celsus as clearly 
prove that the doctrine of justifica- 
tion by faith was held by the first 
Christians, as the writings of the 
present Bishop of Lincoln prove 
that this tenet is held by a body of 
men, whom he calls the evangelical 
clergy. We will lay before our 
readers the whole of Mr. Cunnine- 
ham’s conclusion, which will both 
pui them in possession of his gene- 
val argument, and furnish them with 
a specimen of his style. 

‘Having thus noticed, in succession, the 
several topics which are chiefly insisted on 
inthe work before us ; and having endea- 
voured to deduce from each, the distinct 
evidence in favour of Christianity, which it 
seemed to afiord, it remains only to sum 
up the general testimony thus borne to our 
religion. 

“Let the evidence be first considered, 
Which arises from the concessions and ob- 
In the first place then 
he proves the existence of the Scriptures in 
sown times, he relates some facts ex- 
tracted from them, and he corroborates 


any others, which would otherwise stand 
"pon their unsupported authority ; and thus 


he authenticates 
Bible. 


“In the next place, as Celsus is usually 


both the religion, and the 


Noe the most subtle and malignant 
| OF the 


assailants of Christianity, the weak- 
Christ. Observ. No. 124. 
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ness of his assault discovers the difficulty of 
the attack, or, in other words, the strength 
of the religion. 

‘‘In the third place, his admission of 
many facts, which he would have rejoiced 
to deny, is a strong testimony to the gene- 
ral belief of the facts, at the period at which 
he wrote. 

* Fourthly, His wary suppression of some 
circumstances incontrovertibly established 
by the authority of other persons, of much 
evidence which strengthened, and many 
writers who had served the Christian cause, 
betrays his conviction that such facts could 
not be promulgated with safety to his argu- 
ment. 

“Let us turn next to the reasoningss and 
the reply of Origen, and to the evidence for 
Christianity supplied by them. 

** In the first place, as the infidel may 
find in the objections, all the weapons by 
which he is now accustomed to assault re- 
ligion, so the believer may find in the an- 
swers of Origen, the shield which has re- 
petted, and is sufficient to repel them for 
ever, 

“ The confidence with which Origen ap- 
peals tothe Scriptures,evinces the reverence 
in Which they were held at an age when 
their spuriousness, if they had not been 
genuine, could so readily have been de- 
tected. 

** The exact correspondence of the scrip- 
tural passages extracted by him, with our 
own copies, establishes the integrity of the 
sacred canon. 

The confidence with which he chailenges 
an investigation of the miracles, and the 
miraculous powers of the Church, for some 
ages, leaves us no room to doubt of their 
existence, 

«The firm faith of such a man as Origen, 
at a period when the evidence of Christian- 
ity lay most open to a scrutiny, is no small 


testimony of the truth of the religion. 


‘©The very rashness which is charged, 
and justly charged upon Origen, is so far 
satisfactory, that it assures us, the friends 
of Christianity, however injudicious, could 


open no avenues of attack through which 
the most dexterous adversaries could suc- 
cessfully assault the citadel of our faith. 


Finally, The efiect wrought upon the 


character of Origen, and his contempora- 
ries, to which he continually refers, at once 
gives weight to their testimony, and vindi- 
cates the claim set up by Christianity, to a 
Divine efficacy accompanying its doctrines. 
Let Origen himself be examined. 
was his superiority to worldly attraction, 
that he was content to live and die, a hum. 
ble catechist at Alexandria, 
devotion to the sacred cause, that he sold 
his possessions for a daily allowance that 


Such 


Such was his 
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would enable him to pursue the duties of 
piety and usefulness, without distraction. 
Such was his zeal, that he is said to have 
bequeathed to his fellow creatures six 
thousand volumes, the fruits of his own la- 
bour, Nor is his character a solitary in- 
stance, upon the annals of Christianity. 
The great mass of individuals who drank at 
or near the fountain-head of the religion, 
were evidently ‘made whole?” They were 
animated by another spirit, and quickened 
into another life. ‘Old things passed away, 
and all things became new.’ It was more- 
over in the power of these men to examine 
the sources of object lon which were opened 
to them by Celsus ; this they had certainly 
done, but their belicf gathercd strength by 
inquiry, and they sealed their testimony by 
their blood. We have in their conduct a 
proof of the impression which the argu- 
ments of Celsus made on their minds. 

“Paganism began to tremble, when she 
saw that “es new religion was not only a 

ew creed, but a xew power ; she antic inns it- 

ed her own downfall when sbe exclaimed, 
‘See how these Christians love one ano- 
ther’ his evidence 1s peculiar to the 
Gospel. By this, under the Divine aid, it 
ascended the throne, and grasped the scep- 
tre of the world. By this it will continue 
to conquer, and the gates of hell shali not 
prevail against it. 

“ Upon the whole, 

Melsus may be considered as one 


the reply of Or ‘igen to 
of tlie 


Review of Revicies....Dr. Marsh's Inquiry. 





[ April, 


most valuable legacies of antiquity. The 


importance of the subject, the talents of 


the contending authors, the ample evidence 
it affords to our faith, claim for it our ear. 
nest consideration ; the errors of Origen 
are suchas a little sagacity may correct, 
his merit will ever be confessed, while reli. 
gion shall need an apology, or talent and 
piety have any claim to admiration. It jis 
true that the revolution of ages has afford. 
ed, as might be expected, to truth addition. 
al evidence, and to error fresh refutation, 
So much however was effected, in their 
distinct enterprses by the early enemies 
and imends of Christianity, that the vanity 
of unbelievers should be subdued, by disco. 
vermg most of their objections to have been 
before advanced, and the faith of Christians 
should be confirmed, by knowing them to 
have been long since refuted.” pp. 49—35 


We shall only add, that we have 
ourselves perusec Mr.Cunning ham’s 
york with great satisfaction ; that it 
furnishes honourable testimony both 
to the exient of his reading, and the 
correctness of his theolopical views; 
and that we hope that this, our av- 
thor’s first essay, will prove but the 





REVIEW OF 


Review of Dr. Marsn’s Inquiry&c, 
Ix our Review of Dr. Marsh’s In- 
quiry into the consequences of neg- 
lecting to give the Prayer-book with 
the Bible, in cur last number, we 
und that we have, at p. 180, inudver- 
tently mentioned the name of Mr. 
Simeon, as th he were a member of 
the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge; whereas, in fact, he docs 
not belong to it. This circumstance, 
however, will be found not to weaken 
but to strengthen the argument, if it 
shall turn out, as we belteve it will, 
that, with his own unacsisted means, 
‘ir. Simeon has done more to distri- 


prelude to farther labours in the 
sume cause. 
REVIEWS 
bute the Liturgy than Dr. Marsh 


himself, though backed by a power: 
ful society.* But the argument, al- 

ter all, does not rest on the conduct 
of any Individual. At the same time, 
we have no doubt, that if an invest: 
cation were to take place, it would 
be found, that the members of tie 
Society for promoting Christiat 

* Since the above was written, there have 
appeared Four Discourses, by Mr, Simee’s 
on the Execllence of the Liturgy, preac hed 
before e the University of € ambridge, in No- 
vember, 1811, which are prefaced by an 
Answer to Dr. Marsh’s Inquiry. soth the 
SCrmMons and t the answer are well entitled 
Dr. Marsh’s serious consideration. 
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Knowledge, who are also members 
of the Bibie Society, have been 
among the most extensive contribu- 
tors to the yveneral diffusion of the 
Liuisy. 
in our Review, pp. 18land 182.we 
have considered Dr. Marsh as tak _ 
too secular a view of Liture 
and as too much aispe sed to se nd it 
forth into the world autherizged and 
Act of Pariiument. 
We oust anticipated 
ascvormeeron the part of Dr Marsh, 


ihe 


r Py nec ae 
accreaieG as ahh 


hore to have 


spo me that he has admitted the Bi- 
bi, to be the sole basis ot the Church 
of England (p. 13>, and that he has 
oucaslonaily mrstnuared, that other 


sects and opinions derived from the 
Bivie, have been so by means of ihe 
perversion or ialse Interpretation of 
the sucred text (pp. 5, 10, &e.) But 
let any man read the pamphlet, and 
attend to the gene “a Impression 
mace apon his mind. We shall be 
much surprised if any single person, 
the author hinsself excepted, will 
deny, that its general effectis that of 
placing the Liturgy, at least far too 
much, on a level, as to Zutrinsic worth, 
with the verlest excrescences and 
eccentricities that have deformed and 
6 ied the wame of Christianity. 
We have no doubt the result of the 
will be to leave the reader 
uider an Impression of the foliscal 
ihe aang? infinitely 
theological claims on our 
respect. And this is, We pronounce, 
jiso facto, an affront. an injury, a 
disrespect to the Book of Common 
Prayer, leading, we are bold to say, 
tothe most pernicious consequences. 
We take this opportunity of add- 
Ing, that the argument we have em- 
ployed on this subject is not wholly 
éhargumentum ad hominem, or @ re- 
tort of the charge of disrespect to- 
wards the Liturgy upon those who 
have brought it against the Church 
Members of the Bible Society. It is 
more: it is intended as an actual 
hroof, that the possession and study 
oi the Bible, even separate! ly consi- 
ered, has a tendency to prepare the 
mind, and bring it insensibly for- 
‘ard to a respect for the principles 


a/le 


authoriyv of 
bevond its | 
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of the Church of England ; and, 
consequently, that the Bible. so 
given or received, will make both 
civer and receiver more attached to 
the Liturgy, and more tnctined ree 
spectively to bestow or to accept 
Thos, in our hutue- 
ble opinion, the habit of giving Bie 
one Secicty, so far 


that bo on also, 


bles alone from 
froin diminishing, may be considers 
to becreuse the respect 
for the Liturgy, though obtumet 
from another source. And of tats 
cfféct we presume ourselves to be 
Instances, When, ip spite of our zeal 
for the Bivle Society, and quite in- 
dependently of the preseni argu- 
ment, we have been found main- 
tuininge as above, with Dr. Marsh, 
the necessity of the Prayer-book 
standing in company with the Bible 
—ua necessity, we argue, sull more 
likely to be asserted, in proportion 
as Bibles shall be obtained to ilius- 
trate, and hold up to view, the beau- 
tiful conformity of our incomparable 
Liturgy with the principles ol Scrip- 
ture; and in proportion also as a 
move extended knowledge of that 
conformity will make men anxious 
to guard more caretully than ever 
against ofher, and therelore, /a’ « 
interpretations of the great standard 
of truth. 

But should Dr. Marsh still press 
his argument for the “ natural and 
necessary tendency” of the Bivle 
Society to supersede, In our estima 
tion, the necessity of the Prayer- 
book, by too liberal a distribution of 
GLibles alone from one particular 
source 3 should he press it in oppo- 
sition to the #.4C7' of the prodigi- 
ously increased circulation of the 
Prayer-book ; should he urge it in 
Opposition tothe argument by which 
ve have endeavoured to prove that 
the Bible alone (and we now speak 
of itas alone) has a greater tendens 
cy to make Churchmen than Dis- 
senters. and In opposition also to the 
suggestion which might still be add- 
ed, that the importance of a man’s 
own church and system will be very 
much In his esteem what it was be- 
fore, though he may have received 
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additional means for establishing and 
extending the dastson which it rests ; 
nay, finally, should Dr. Marsh still 
hold his argumeut, in the tace of his 
own admission, that the Bible zs the 
basis, and the sole basis on which the 
Liturgy of the Church of England 
actually rests, why then we say it 
becomes, tn the strictest sense of the 
words, a matter of opinion, not of ar- 
gument: it must be left as an impor- 
tant call upon the Professor, to weigh 
the small probability of mischief, 
that even 4e can maintain on this 
head, against all the certain and in- 
comparable advantages of the Bible 
Society, as it is ; and having nar- 


rowed his stand to the ground of this 
low and distant conting seENcys shaken 
as itis on all sides by tact, by argu. 
ment, by his own admission, and by 
the tremendous comparison we have, 
in fine, suggested to his considera- 
tion, we must now leave him on this 
point, in full possession of his argu- 
ment, sole and undisputed lord ot his 
imaginary domain. 
Illa se jactet in aula 

Aolus, et clausv ventorum carcere regnet, 

We must now take our leave of 
this subject for the present, purpos- 
ing, however, to resume it aS soon 
as we can—probably in our next 
month’s number. 


LITERARY AND PHILOSOPHICAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Sc. &e. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

in the press :—a work on the general, 
rnoral, and natural Historv of a considera- 
ble Part of India, where he resided many 
Years, by Mr. James Forbes, F. R. 8 ;—A 
History of Bengal, from the earliest Period 
= authentic Antiquity, to its Conquest by 
e English in 1757, bv Professor Stewart, 
of ‘the East India College ;—A yamnene ™ 

the Elements of Chemistry, by Dr Da 
—A fourth and fitth volumes of Tales of 
Fashionable Lite, by Miss Edgeworth ;-—A 


work on the Life and Administration of 


Cardinal Wolsey, by Mr Galt ;— Dialogues 
on the Microscope, by the Rev. J. Joyce ;— 
Sketches of Cottage Characters, by the Au- 


thor of the Antidote to the Miuserics of 


Human Life ; A Voyage round the 
World, by command of the Emperor of 
Russia, - the years 1803 to 1806, in the 

ips Nadeshda and Neva, commanded by 
Ships N: la and ty led by 
Capt. Von Krusenstein; translated by R. B. 
Hoppner, Esq. ;—An Essay on’ the Misre- 
presentations, Ignorance, and Plagiarism of 
certain Infidel Writers, by the Rev.R Wal- 
pole ;—An Outline of Arguments for the 
Authenticity of the New ‘Testament, and 
a short Account of the ancient Versions 
and some of the principal Manuscripts, by 
J. F. Gyles, Esq. ;—And, A new edition of 
Dr. Owen’s elaborate work on the Epistle 
to the Hebrews, by the Rey, G. Wright 








Preparing for publication : A new work 
on the Jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace, 
and on the Duty and Power of Parish Offi- 
cers, by Mr. T. W Williams ;—A History 
of the European Commerce with India ;— 
History and Antiquities of Fulham and 
Hammersmith, by Mr, Faulkner, of Chel- 
sea ;—A new History of all Religions, by 
Mr. Bellamy ;—A Journey into Albania, 
Romeilia, and other Provinces of ‘Turkey, 
during 1809 and 1810, by J. C. Hobhouse , 
—An Account of the Attempts of the In- 
dian Bramins to invest their Gods with the 

fonour of the Messiah, by the Rev. Mr. 
Maurice ;—And, A volume of Tales, te 
publish uniform with his other works, by 
ktev. G. Crabbe. 


Camprinse, April 3.—The following 
are the subjects for the Members’ Prizes 
for the present year: Senior Bachelors. 
—De Philosophia Platonica Distinctio et 
Judicium. 

Middle Bachelors.—Utrum przcepta 4 
Rhetoribus tradita vere Eloquentiz profu- 
isse€ an nocuisse dicendum est ? 


Mr. Wilson has produced a stereotype 
edition of Johnson’s Dictionary, in 8vo. re- 
markable for the beauty of its typography 
It contains several thousand new words, 
distinguished from Johnson’s by an asteriss 
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Real value, for a series of years, of our 
Imports and Exports, as laid on the table of 
the House of Commons : 


In IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 


1805 - 453,582,146 - 51,109,131 
1806 - 50,621,707 - 52,028,881 
1807 - 53,500,990 - 50,482,661 
1808 - 45,718,698 - 49,969,746 
1809 - 59,851,552 - 66,017,712 
1810 - 74,558,061 - 62,702,409 


An account of the number of Commercial 
Licenses granted during the last ten years, 
istinguishing tie years i— 


182 - - - 68 
1303 . - - 856 
1 S04 - - l,idi 
185 - - - OL 
1806 ‘ . - 1,629 

1807 - . - 2,606 
18s . . - 4,910 
{809 - e 15,226 
1310 - - - 48,5560 
Sil - - - 7,002 


EAST INDIES, 
fhe annual pubhe disputation, in the 
Coyjleve of Fort William, toek place on the 
Tih of August, i811, before General itewitt, 
n the absence of the Governor-ceneral. 


fhe disputations were in Persian, Hindos- 
ranee,and Bengalee. The students,on whom 
vrees of honour were conferred, were 
M einen Sinstie, Persian and Hindosta- 
. Colebroeke Sutherland, G W. 
Praill, and J. Ross Hfutchinson, Hindosta- 
nee | x. Lewin, 7. J. Dashwood, and A. 
Anderson, Bengalee, ‘Three medals were 
nven to A. Anderson ; two medals ae 
to M. Ainslie, J C. C. Sutherland, T. J. 
Vashwood, and G. W. Traiil: oe one 
dalto J. Ro Mutehinson and J 
At the previous annual @xamination in 
June, 1810, Amstie had received a medal 
and books, of the value of 500 rupees, for 
Persian; Sutherland the same for I 
anee ; and Lewin the same for Bengalee ; 
smelt a medal and books, of the value of 
4) rupees, for Persian; and Traill the 
same ior Hindostance. A medaland 0ks, 
value 200 rupees, were also given to Lient. 
Young for Pe: “ine writing, to Whish for 
Nagre e writing, and to J P.Ward for Ben- 
gilee writing, Medals were also given, on 
di fie Tent accounts, to Yonge, Hutelinson, 
Dashwood, Whish, Pringle, and Lewin ; 
and medals of merit to Lieut. Yo ung, Messrs. 
Yonge, Saunders, Macsween, Pri ingle, 
Dashivood, Anderson, and Sutherland. The 
dents leaving the college were twenty in 
humber, viz. Ainslie, Sutherland, Ander- 


Dashwood, Trail, Hutchinson, Fen- 
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dall, Smelt, Stockwell, Trotter, Kennedy, 
Yonge, Parks, Pringle, Sparks, Melville, 
Smith, Whish, Tedd, Barwell. General 
Hewitt, in the course of his speech, after 
giving the gentlemen, who liad distinguished 
themselves, their appropriate praise, ob- 
served, that not a single instance of irregu- 
larity had been reported to him ; but he re- 
prehends the expensiveness and consequent 
pecuniary embarrassment of some of the 
students. He dwells, at some length, on 
the advantages which seem to have arisen 
from the institution of Hertford College, in 
facilitating the acquisition of the native lan- 
guages, and consequently shortening the 
period of residence at the College of Fort 

Wilham 
‘To the General’s speech is subjoined a 
catalogue of the works prepared under the 
patronage of the government and the col- 
lewe since the disputation held in 1810. 
Arabic Miscellany, by 
1, a learned native of Yemen, 
attached to the college, containing selec- 
tions and original pieces of his own, in prose 
and verse ; 2. A new edition of the Soo- 
A Dictionary, with Persian 


‘These are, 1. An 
Shekh yr aane 


rav, an Arabic 
significations, by Moulavee Shookr Ooilah 
and other learned natives ; 3. The Nooe 
joom ool Yoorkan, an Index Verborum to 
the Koran, by Mustafa Khan ; 4. The 
Kholasut ool Hisah, an Arabic Treatise on 
Arithmetic, Algebra, and Geometry, with 
Treatise com- 
Yecer, the com. 


+4 | Persi: in Comimnentary ; th 


? os a ’ 
yosed by Shekh Buhacod 


r 
r 1 

rient by the late Moulavee R oshun Alee, of 
the college ; now edited by Moulavee Jan 
Alee, of the Aral ne department, and Tar- 


nee Charn : 5. The Sekundernameh of Ne- 
zami, a celebrated Persian Poem on the he- 
roic Achievements of Alexander the Great, 
with a Commentary ; eclited by Budur Alee 
and Hoosein Alee, moonshees of the col- 
lege ; 6 The Sidhants Caumadi, a System 
of Sanscrit Graminar, edited by Babooram 
Pundit, proprietor and conductor of the 
Shanscrit press; 7 The Poetical Werks 
if Meer Tukkee, in the Hindoostanee lan- 
ruage, edited byTurnee Churn, head moon- 
shee in Hindoostanee. The author was a 
native of Agra: his works consist of epic 
poems, odes, and other pieces 8. A Col- 
lection of Oriental Proverbs, by Dr. William 
iiunier, Secretary and Examiner to the 
College; 9. An English and Hindoostanee 
Dictionary of Terms used in Navigation, by 
Lieut. Roebuck, of the Miadras Establish- 
ment; 10. An Oorya or ee and English 
Vocabulary, by Mohun Pershad Takoor, 
native Ubrarian to ap collere, author of a 
‘honed an] Eng lish Vocabulary already 
published. The compiler is a good Fng- 
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lish scholar, and understands several other 


languages, Asiatic and European. 

The following works, mentioned in the 
discourse of the visitor of the preceding 
year, have since been completed and print- 


ed. 1 The second volume of a Grammar of 


the /ersian Language, by M.Lumsden, Esq. 
LL D. Professor of Arabic and Persian ; 
2. The first volume of the Mukam st-i-Liu- 
reer, by Sfoulavee Allah Dad and Jan Al- 
lee, attrchedto the Arabic and Persian de- 
partments ; 3. Persian »velections, in six vo- 
jumes, for the use of Persian students, by 
Moutavres Allah Dad and Kurraum Hoose- 
nm; 4 the Persian Hidavah, being a Per- 
stan version of that celebrated commentary 
on Sohammedan law, formerly published 
in English, by Captain Hamilton ; also a 
Persian Pranslation of the Moosulman Law 
of Inheritance, formerly transiated into 
English by sir Wo Jones ; both edited, and 
the latter translated, by Moolavee Molium- 
mud Rashed ; A Translation from the 
Sansemt of two Treatises on the Hindco 
Law of Inheritance, the Daya Bhiva and 
Mitarshara, with Notes, by Mr. H. Cole- 
brook ; 6 Rules ofthe Oordoo Language in 
Hindoostanee Verse, by Moulavee Umanut 
Oollah, lately attached to the college ; 7, 
The Lutait-i-Hindee, a Collection of ‘hamo- 
rous Stories, in the Hindoostanee and tHin- 
dee Languages, by Shree Lalioo Lal Kab, 
Bhakka moonshee; 8. A translation from 
Arabic into Hindoostanee of the Ikhwan 


LIST OF 


THEOLOGY 

Twelve Sermons on various Subjects. By 
the late Rev. Gabriel Stokes, 9.1). 10s 6:1. 

A Letter to G. Ensor, EBsq.; to which 
are added, Reasons for being a Cliristian., 
By the Rev. FE. Rvan. 2s. 6d. 

A Sermon before the Governors of the 
Scottish Hospital in London, Nov. 24, 1811. 
By R. Young. D.D. 2s. 

Forms of Praver and other Services, se- 
lected for the Use of Families, &c. By J. 
Rudd. 8vo, 4s 

Village Sermons. By George Burder. 
Vol. VI. 12mo. 2s ; 8vo. fin ie paper, 3s. 

Practica Sermons. By f. Atkinson, 
With a Life,&c of the Author. 2vols. 8vo. 
1/. Is 

Serious Inquiries relative to this World 
and that which is to come. By L. Buck. 
12mo. 3s. 

A Sermon preached at Calcutta, on Be- 
half of 900,0G0 Christians in india who 
want the Bible. By the Rev. G. Martyn. 


2s. 


The Scripture Atlas, or a Series of Maps 
to lustrate the Old and New ‘Vestament, 
drawn from the best Authorities, ancient 
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oos Sufa, a celebrated moral and philoso. 
phical “¢e by Moulavee Turab Alee and 
others ; The Rana Yunaot Tulsi Das, 
in the Pst spoken eastward of Delhi, 
from the Sanscrit press of Babooram Pun. 
dit; 10 Principles of the Dialect of Brij, 
with an English Pransiation, by Shree Lal. 
loo Lal Kub. 

It is .dded, that a third volume of the 
Rama Yuna, in the original Sanscrit, with 
a prese translation and notes, by Mr. Carey 
and Mr.M uarshman, bas been published, and 
that «a Dictionary of the Vernacular Dialect 
of Bengal, by Mr Carey, is now in the Se. 
rampore press; but from the tabour em- 
ployedin it, a considerable time willelanse 
betore it can be completed. The condue- 
tors of the mission press at Serampore, 
who, it is observe d, have distinguished 
theiee’ ves by printing numerous works in 
various Asiatic lan nguages, have recently 
cust founts of types in the Gooroomookce 
Nacuree character used bythe Sikhs in the 
Punjab, as well as for the Telinga ciarac. 
ter; and they have also succeeded in east 
ng metallic ss es for the Chinese language, 

Pie library of the college has been en. 
ricied by several exiasble manuscripts, 
Persian and Arabic; and measures hes 
been taken, with the sanction of govern. 
ment, for rendering it the public repository 
of scarce and uscful books in all the lan- 


cuages of Asia. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


and modern, by oo Artists. Royal 4to 
Qi. 2s. plain; 22. 12s. Gd. coloured, neatly 
halt bound. 

Defence of Modern Calvinism. By the 
Rev. J. Williams, Svo. 12s. 

Ordination Sermon at Salisbury, Jul 
21,1811. Bythe Rev. J. Nott. 2s. 

A Sermon on National Calamitics avert: 
ed, preached at St. Andrew, Holborn, Fe 
bruary 5, 1812. By the Rev. W. Pry ce. 
ls. 6d 

Two Discourses before the University o 
Cambridge. By the Rev. S. D. Oyly. ee 

A Discourse, occasic ned by the Death 
Mrs. H Lindsey, Jan. 26. By the Kev. W. 
Belsnam. 1s 6d 

Christian Ethies, or Discourses on 
Beatitudes. By the Rev. J. Wintle. 2 vols. 
Svo. 16s, 


the 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
Three Letters on the British and fF 
reign Bible Society, addressed to the Rev. 
Dr. Marsh and J Coker, Esq. By ‘¢ 
hight Hon. N. Vansittart. Qs. 
An Examination of Dr, Marsh’s “ Ingt 
ry” relative to the British and Foreign } 
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vlogy im the University ol Cambridge. 
Wiluam Deatiy, A.M F. R S. 


thie Rev. 


Fellow of ‘Frinty College, anc Examining 


Chaplain to the Bishop of Bristol. 
Memoirs of the late Rev. G. Whitfield, 


A.M By the Rev Lb Gillies 8vo. Qs. 


The Third Volume of « Series of Plays ; 
‘) which it is attempted to delineate the 
sironger Passions of the Mind; each Passion 
b. ry the Subject of a ‘Tragedy and a Co- 


of 


weil-authenticated Facts, exemplifying the 
extraordinary Sagacity of various Species 


Svo. Qs. 


medy. By Joanna Bailie. 
a Collection 


instinct displaye ‘d, in 


of the Avimal Creation. By PriscillaWake- 
field 12mo. 5s. 6d. 

A Narrative of the Persecution of H. I. 
De Costa Pereira Fortudo de Mendonga, 
imprisoned and tried by the Inquisition ; 
with the By-Laws of the Inquisition, an- 
cient and modern. 2vols. 8vo. 21s. 

Neale’s History of the Puritans, abridged 
by W. Parsons ; with a Life of the Author, 
by J. Toulmin. Vol. IL 8vo. 10s 6d. 

“A History of the Long Parliament, with 
Plates. By J. May, Esq. 4to. 31s. 6d. 

A Treatise on the Diseases of the Eye, 
By 1. Saunders Royal 8vo. 25s. 6d. ; or 
with ihe plates coloured, 31s. 6d. 

A Keport on the Medicinal Effects of a 
Spring lateiv discovered at Sandrocks, 1 
the Isle of Wight. By Wm. Lampriere, 
M.D. &c. 7S. 


in a Series of Letters to the 
pr. E D. Clarke, Professor of Mine- 
By 
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‘Lhe second volume of Transactions, pub- 
lished by the Mcdical and Chirurgical So- 
ciety of London. 8vo, 16s 

A Hebrew and English Lexicon. 
Rev. WH. Parker. 8vo. 10s 6d. 

Roncesvalles, a Poem, in twelve Books, 
By R Wharton, Esq. 4to. 1/. 10s. 


By the 


Essvys on Christian Education. By Mrs. 
‘lrimmer. 8vo. 7s 6d. 
‘Lhe Chronicle ot Jo. 0 Hardyng, contain- 


ing an Account of Public ransactions, 
from the earliest Period of English History, 
to the beginning of the Reign of King kd- 
ward the Fourtii ; te gether with the Conti- 
nuation by Richard Grakon, to the thirtys 
fourth Yeur of King tienry the Lighth. By 
Heury Ellis. Roy al 4to. 3/ 3s. 

Reports of the leading Decisions in the 
High Court of Admiralty, in Cases of Ves- 
sels sailing under British Licenses. By J. 
Edward, LL D. 2s. 

A View of the Agriculture of Dunbar- 
tonshire, by Messrs. White and Macfar- 
lane. &8vo. Qs. 

Biographical Memoirs of Dr Adam 
Emith, Dr.W. Robertson, and Dr.T. Ried ; 
collected into one Volume, with additional 
Notes, by Dugald stewart, Lsqg. F.R.S. 
4to. 2Q/ Qs. 

An Economical History of the Hebrides 
and Highlands of Scotland, by T. Walker. 
2 vols. 8vo. 21s. 

An Essay on the good Effects which may 
be derived trom the British West Indies. 
By S. Gaisford, Esq. 8vo. 7s. 





RELIGIOUS 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING 
KNOW LEDC 
vd E are exceedingly sone to perceive, 
lat this soctety is daily making increased 
exertions to augment its means of useful- 
ness. A summ: ary account of it has lately 
been circulated, with a view to make its 
desions more generally Known, and in the 
hope that n may be induced to lend 
their aid in further ‘ance of its important ob- 
jects—This society was tirst formed in the 
vear 1698 In 1701, a charter was obtain- 
ed. by which all the then subscribers, with 
Many raping were incorpor ated by the 
name of “the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.” Most of 
the original members, igen continued 
as a volunt: ary Society to prosecute their 
venevolent desig ns at / ome, which designs 
atterw ai sls extended to other cua. 
, UK td the name of ** the 
Christian Know 


CHRISTIAN 


aN 


8 ” 
ia » 
‘ af 


‘ers of the am 


ce a 
ciety for 


INTELLIGENCE. 


ledge.” Their obiects were, 1. The pro. 
moting and assisting of charity schools, not 
only in England and Wales, but in Ireland, 
Scotland, and other parts of the British do- 
minions, and in Russia, Germany, Prussia, 
and many other countries ; 2 The dispersion 
of the Bible,the Liturgy,and other pious books 
and tracts, both at home and abroad, not 
only in English, but in the Welsh, Manks, 
Gaclic, Portuguese, French, Danish, and 
German language s 3 The support of reli- 
glous missions, both at the Scilly islands and 
in the Last Indies, promoting the establish- 
ment of schools and erecting churches in 
India, and printing the Scriptures, Liturgy, 
and other religious books in some of the 
native languages of India, together with an 
edition of the New Testament and other 
books in Arabia. 4. Gratuitously supply- 
ing, from time to time, seer religious wants 
of the navy and army and of the poor in 
hospitals, prisons, wor houses, almshouses, 
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&c.—These designs have been carried on 
by means of the annual subscriptions of its 
members, of legacies, and of occasional do- 
nations ; and having lately enlarged their 
gratuitous undertakings, they humbly trust 
‘that the same gracious Providence which, 
for so many years, has enabled them to car- 
ry on their designs for promoting Christian 
knowledge, and edifying the body of Christ, 
will still furnish the means whereby those 
objects may be pursued with increased ac- 
tivity and vigour.” Among the instrumen- 
tal means of success, ‘* the Society looks 
with peculiar hope and satisfaction to the 
zealous aid and co-operation of the dioce- 
san and district committees ; which have 
recently, under the direction of our pre- 
jates, in many places, been established ; 
and which continue to spread rapidly into 
almost aj! parts of the kingdom.” 

We have confined ourselves to a short 
abstract of this circular letter, because ev- 
ery succeeding volume which we have pub- 


lished will be tound to contain full details of 


the proceedings of the Society. 

Persons wishing to be admitted into this 
society, must be recommended by one 
member of it ; 
mortality, by two, in the following form : 
6 We, the underwritten, do recommend A. 
B to bea subscribing member of the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian Knowledge, and 
do verily believe that he (or she) is well af- 
fected to his Majesty King George, and his 
Government, and to the united Church of 
England and Ireland, as by law established ; 
of a sober and religious life and conversa- 
tion, and of an humble,peaceable and chari- 
table disposition.” The names of the per- 
sons, thus recommended, must be hung up 
in the committee-room about the space of 
amonti. The election is then determined 
by ballot ; but ifone fifth of the members 
present are dissentient, the ciection is not 
deemed valid : in other words, the person 
is refused admission into the society. A 
benefaction of at least two pounds must be 
paid on admission, and afterwards an annu- 
al subscription of at least a guinea. ‘These 
payments may be commuted for a single 
payment of twenty or more pounds. Bene- 
factions are received from persois not mem- 
bers of the society.* The secretary of the 
society is the Rev. Dr. Gaskin, Barilett’s 

* We understand that abouttwo or tiree 
months ago, a donation of fifty guineas was 
made to this society under the following 
circumstances. Vhe Rev. John Scott, of 
Hull, and nineteen other members of the 
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Buildings, Holborn, to whom communica. 
tions are to be addressed. 

It is impossible to contemplate the de. 
signs of this Society without admiration ;~ 
and when we consider the means it posses- 
ses of accomplishing those designs; when 
we view it as comprising,within its pale, all 
the English, and many of the Irish bishops, 
twoor three thousand of the clergy, besides 
a multituce of noblemen and gentlemen of 
great weight and influence in the state, it 
might have been expected that, for this So- 
ciety to propose a beneficial object, and to 
accomplish it, would have been almost the 
same thing. We naturallv look for great 
effects when an engine of mighty power is 
in Operation ; and. when it fails of such 
eflects, the failure may be supposed to arise 
from some misdirection of its force. We 
are anxious to examine this subject fully, 
because we feel that we cannot more effec. 
tually discharge our duty to the Society or 
to the world than by such an examination : 
the review of the causes of past failures 
may serve to prevent their recurrence.— 
We will consider the subject in relation to 
the various designs of the ge as they 
are alluded to in the circular letter which 
lies before us. 

1. In respect to the promotion of educa- 
tion among the poor, this Society has un- 
questionably done much. But yet has it 
done atwentieth part of what it might have 
done, and of what it might now do by a ju- 





Hull Auxiliary Bible Society, struck with 
the various benefits which had resulted 
from the Socieiy for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, as stated in the rescohutions 
adopted at alate meeting of its members at 
Cambridge, and anxious to convey to it 
some token of their esteem and good will, 
aa well as to testify the satisfaction they 
felt in witnessing the recent revival of its 
zeal, collected among themselves the above 
sum, which was remitted to Dr. Gaskin. 
None of these gentlemen were memiers of 
the pon prhap ee. can more strongly 
prove, than this fact does, how groundless 
is the jealousy which seme friends of the 
Soc ie for promoting C hristian Knowledge 
have been disposed to entertain of the Bi 
ble Society; and we are well persuaded, 
that if a more frank and conciliatory course 
had been pursued by the former, mmense 
advantages would, in various ways, have 
resu ted to it from the increased zeal and 
energy which the institution and progres 
of the Bible Society has produced among 
Cliristians generally. 
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dicious application of its means ? Suppos- 
ing that ten, twenty, thirty, or forty years 
avo, the bishops and the clerical and lay 
members of this society had united in re- 
commending, both pubticly and priv ately, 
to Government, and in proposing and sup- 
porting in Parhament, a judicious plan for 
the general education of the poor, similar 
to that Whicd exisis in Scouland, would they 
not fave done far more entensive vood 
than can have becn eflected by the eift of a 
few books or a hitie moncy to any Dumber 
of charity schools ? Vould they not also 
have shut out much evil? There would then 
have been no room tor such exiensive 
schicmes of education as we witness in the 
nresent lav, ot a character which Many 


{ 


CONSIGEL aS hostile to the establisi:mieiut. 


(ie whole ground would have been cecu- 
xf } ' arrver! Ba “4 

syed. Educ ation would have hecome a 
coamon good, like the air we breathe 
at we gchoultl have hil ere anw sane! 
and We Shnouid have had ere now an unilver- 
1 > , } c 
sally instructed peasantry, taught to fear 
‘ ; 3, P . } “er . ee } : 
God and honour the Pane ; &Q read thew 
Bibles, and to learn thence their duties 


wth to God and man. But let it not be 


supposed that we deem the Lancasterian 
schools an evil; far fromit. Under al] the 


ircumstances of the case, we dcem them 
agreat good, ‘Phev have done much in the 
great work of education, which would 
otherwise have been lett undone ; and they 
have unquestionably ~~ lithe effect of pro- 
ducing the National “education Seciety, 
which, we trust, will compicte what sull 
remains to be accomplishe id. But will any 
one now deny, that it would have been in- 
iinitely better had the Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledze, at an earlicr pe- 
“ied, employed its iminense power and in- 


} . - ‘ ee ‘ . 4 
HUCHES TM O} Pany in} e a gener: il system O1 


lyeation for the joe or And icven if therm 
‘lans had met wi ony some resistance in Par. 
lamentin the first instar ice, Set, cindas the 
spices of the whole enisce 1p: i bench, they 
ly 
| # 


stu "ae 
“ick not fail to lave en ult LIM Cad reae 


J. 


But why refer to a neglect which is now 


irremediable ? We do it for no mvidious 
purpose, We do it for the purpose of de- 
ucing, from past experience, an impor- 
tant sug stion with respect to the future. 


e Society must see how much ground 


has been lost by its having fuiled to exert 
tsinfluence for 


t, aetalht, s aeak iE Cae wanes 
toe ¢ Stabirshm«c nf Oran iilile 


, . . . ’ 
Pre « ee > i . ee cue vt hy TV att) 
versal system of education forthe neor, It 
snot too late, however, to repair a consi- 
: . 5 ‘- — er 3pm "4 
aerable part of the ev I. "There is Still a 


use portion of our English population, and 
is ral kecwes Pproporuon oF the po puts ‘fron in 
colonial DOSse SSIONS of 
dle stitnte of the MoAaAws 


Christ. Obsery. No. 124 


ve ; 


Veland and in the 
> Crown Who are 


cordial 


of Christian education, Let the whole 
weight of this institution (and to what la- 
bour of love would not its power be equal ?) 
be applied to remedy this detect, by means 
of some well-digested legislative provisions, 
which shall put it within the reach of every 
poor man in the British dominions to leara 
to read his Bible. Is this im} possible ? Let 
the attempt be at least made With zeal and 
unanimity, if the Scciety should fail, 

will fail gloriousiy. But we cannot believe 
tiiat it wouls d fal insuch acause. IRtevery 
thing should not be eaimed which might be 
I 


‘ a re ee ; 

Gesived, enough, we are persuaced, would 
hi, 

“ae eaincd to reward so blessed an efiort. 


ve hnieh:y esteem the exe rizons of volunta- 
ry societies in the work of education, but 
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picient Means 


‘ 
“7 . est ¢ 95:9 rn Seyer yh 
OnevV AS wsUostitedrle Or more Ci 


—as suppivine the state’s lack of service. 
Butis it not et once obvious, how much a 


vr? ‘ Deyaely sv avay-3 thie! 1 ] 
singie act of VParhamcut, whien should 


enact that every parish in the land should 


H t ; j : : ; . . 
be bound to provide Christian education as 
well as bodily sustenance ior its poor,would 


exceed im eficiency, and in extent of bene- 
horts of all the voluntary socie- 
ties which have been formed, or may yet be 


form: (i, lor we purpase of educati iS the 


isu dire to this society 

for the large number of ware. Praver- 

books, and other pious books which it ha 3 
’ 


imeserstinl But how 


Pa | 


been the means of « 
much it had left to be done in respect at 
least to the supply of Bibles it 1s needless 
to pomt out. Another society has arisen, 
Which in seven years has dispersed 
Bibies than the ‘Soc ety for ; 
Christian oie nein seventy, 
We mention y to under- 
vaine tts nast "Val ours, WV ice ‘hone been 
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wants of the poor in every hamict in the 

Se id 1( . 
United Kingdon to avarlitself of its ow: 
resources and of those of other societies, 


. “tritaria * ee nseeter 7) miniv 
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serce the tenryte : Ine « cele ate i fi rncle”n 
ne these wants; to tav asiue its untounded 
- ! pi » & wnat. } ¢ =n Ane ws 
wOUsy GT that socicty, und to co-operate 


v with itin efecting their common 
end of saturating the world with Bible Si 
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consuls abroad, for difusinge the light of 
Christian truth in every quarter of the gloic 
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We could certainly wish also that the list 
of the Society’s tracts were purged of cer- 
tron exceptionable articles, and that care 
should be taken not only to fashion every 
tract whic h it issued ac cording to the mo- 
del of our Liturgy, Articles, at tHomilies, 
but that all shivaial breathe an aur of Chris- 
tian kindness and conciliation, 

3. The eflorts of the Society for evange- 
lizing ladia, have certainly been among the 
most honourable of its good deeds We 
have so largely and with such satisfaction 
recorded the transactions of its missionaries 
in this quarter, that we need not now enter 
into details respecting them. But willit 
be allowed us to remark how much more 
the Society might have done in this impor- 
tant branch of service than it appears to 
have thought of ? What might not the con- 


current voice of the bench of bishops and of 


the other members of this Society have 
ctlected, on the occasions of renewing the 
kast-India Company’s charter, towards 
promoting Christian knowledge in’ the 
East ? Look at the immense empire of In- 
dia at this moment, with only three chur- 
ches in its whole extent belonging to the 
Church of England ; with a scanty appoint - 
ment, it is true, of military chaplains, but 
without any means of Christian ee 
which 1s ¢ dequ: ite to the wants even of ¢ 
twentieth part of our Christian nebo; ; 
without a single seminary for the instruc- 
tion of Christian ministers ; without a sin- 
gle bishop to give them ordination, when 
instructed. Look at this, and say if there 
has uot been some defect of zeal in this So- 
ciety. We could not have done any thing, 
some one may sav. But what have you at- 
tempted to do? Former opportunities are 
not, however, to be recalled The past 
years of darkness, which bat for our su- 
pineness might have been illumined, will, 
indeed, return no more. But has not the 
Society, at this very moment, an opportuni- 
ty afforded to it of signalizing itself as one 
of the best be nefactor: s of mankind? It has 
Now an opportunity of interceding for In- 
dia. Its voice, if exerted, must be heard. 
Let it not be insensible to its high destiny ; 
but by a judicious, firm, and concurrent 
effort, let it unbar the passage of hight to 
sritish India, and provide the means of 
diffusing it there. What a splendid pros- 
pect lies before the Societv! This would 
be, indeed, to crown itself with glory, to 


entitle itself to the everlasting gratitude of 


perishing but rescued millions ! Let it pur- 
sue this course, and it must rise to undis- 
puted and unenvied distinction ; nor would 
any of its members be more — ard than 


ourselves to join in its triumphs and exalt 
ifs fame. 
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We have sometimes been accused of be. 
ing cold and niggardiy in our praise of 
this Society, winke we have been warm in 
our expressions of approbation with respect 
to other societies. We admit the fact, and 
we think we have said enough to justity it. 
When we see the Moravians, tore xample, 
struggling with poverty and difficuities of 
various kinds, making unexampled  s.crf. 
ces, and unexampled efiorts, to the urmost 
extent of their means, vea, and beyond 
their means, to extend the know ledpe ofa 
cruciied Redeemer, we must feel, and 
feeling must express our admiration of 
them But measuring, as we ought, the 
good done by any society by :ts means of 
doing good, we Co fee] ihat the Seciety for 
promoting Christian Knowledge has not act. 
ed up to the just expectations which its ex. 
tensive means of usefulness excite. It 
may have done more than any other sucie- 
ty, but still it has not done, in our opmion, 
one tenth of whatit might have etiec ed, 
Its influence has not been exerted, in the 
accomplishment of its own professed de- 
signs, in such a manner as to render those 
designs efiectual ; and hence our compara- 
tive coldness. Let it put forth its real 
strength and efficiency, and we shall be 
among the first to fe eland to acknowledge its 
claims to general gratitude and admiration. 
We wish it to be not only the oldest, but 
the best and most active and most useful of 
our institutions ; and in order to this, to us 
nothing seems wanting, not even additional 
funds, but only the fair, firm, and concur- 
rent emplovment of the influence which it 
possesses with government, in Parliament, 
and with the country at large, to accredit, 
and to carry into full effect, those very 
schemes of Christian benevolence, on which 
alone is founded its claim to the public sup- 
port. 





SOCIETY FOR THE RELIEF OF POOR 
PIOUS CLERGYMEN OF THE ESTA- 
BLISHED CHURCH. 

We have taken several opportunities of 
bringing this society to the knowledge of 
ourreaders A fresh report of its proceet 
ings has recently been published, exhibit- 
ing, as on former occasions, a variety of 
those cases of extreme pov erty and distress 
among our Clergy which present the most 
powerful claims on the benevolence of 
Christians. A few extracts, however, from 
the correspondence wih speak more on the 
subject than a volume of reflections 

One cle revman thus writes: Nothing 
but the indigence of myself, wife, and chil- 
dren, would have prevailed upon me to ap- 
piv, If it were possible for me to provide 
for them food and raiment by any other 
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means, without forsaking the work allotted 
me by the Lord in ins church, | would not 
trouble you. 1 assure you, Ll covet not 
riches nor delicacies, as far as 1 know my- 
self; but it grieves me to the heart when [ 
caniot pay what 1 owe when due, and am 
constrained to borrow, as is often the case. 
Nether dotn it trouble me though we have 
five tine childven (three sons and two daugh- 
ters ;) tuough 1 have nothing worth the 
mentioning to leave them, having spent all 
my days upon a poor curacy that was not 
suificient, in the cheapest times, to support 
us with comnmon necessaries, without the 
help of friends. My present curacy is only 
961.; and if L consider the expcnse of keep- 
ing a horse tor the purpose, not 30/. I leave 
my poor children to God ; he is an all-suf- 
ficient portion ; and we do every thing we 
can to put them in a way to get their own 
livelihood, ‘Che blessed work prospers in 
mv parishe s The major part of the inha- 
bitanis in both parishes have set up family- 
prayer since My coming among them,w hich 
isa great blessing, and t hope shine will 
follow thei good exampie ; for without fa- 
mily-celigion all other pretences to it seem 
tobe vain Both I and my house will 
serve the Lord,’ saith Joshua. 

* Our woridly circumstances are low and 
distressing, havi: iw unavoidably contracted 
debts to the amount of upwards of 30/ eve- 
ry article of subsistence being excessive 
dear.” 

Another. 1 am now curate of ; 
my salary exceeds not 30/. as the living is 
small, and my patron rather of low circum- 
stances. Aiso L have been out of employ- 
ment all the last winter; and have a wife 
and ten children, nine of whom depend 
daily on me to find them bread. Now hop- 
ing the same spint to be in your bosoms, | 
am once more encouraged, and take that 
bollaess to solicit the pious gentlemen of 
the committee (tarough you, dear Sir, by 
whose means, in the hands of the ood. 1 
lave heen relieved many times before), for 
any sum they please to appoint for me ” 

A third. Surrounded by a family of 
seven little ones, the eldest only SIX Veurs 
and a half old, and the dearness of the seve- 
ral necessaries of life, have almost over. 
Whelmed me with despair. Yet, let me not 
forget His goodness, who provides for the 
raven, and providently caters for the spar- 
Tow. My curacy has not, till within these 
last twelve montlis, exc ecded 25/ ayear. I 
serve at present three churches, attended 
with a walk of nearly sixteen miles ; salary 
“ol. ayear. The profits of my school and 
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almost half my salary, are swallowed 
rent and taxes ” 

A fourth. *€ 1 am sull curate of , and 
my salary is not increased ; thats, oU/ a 
vear ; eight in family to be supported ; my- 
self, wite, and six cluidren (all boys ;) my 
eldest son is about ten years of age, and my 
youngest about twelve months ; they are all 
of them incapable of earning their bread, 
but they wear and tear a great deal of 
clothes, more than my salary is able to sup- 
port, and I am very often ashamed to sce 
them all in rags about my house. I have 
been myself very badly afflicted with an 
ague this summer, but thank Godt begin 
to recover a little, and my eves are very 
bad indeed, and am obliyzed to wear spec- 
tacles but have not been able to buy « 
pair for myself yet; but am resizned to the 
willof my Heavenly Muther, and wait with 
pauence tll my change come.” 

Une more case and we have done.-- 
“Lam truly distressed to inform you, that 
our troubles and trials are growing fast 
along with our family ; having how tour 
Children, and the yo ungest but little more 
tiuan twelve meonilis old, with another com- 
ing. My salary for four churches, 45/ 10s. ; 
rent, taxes, &c. 16/. 8s. 6d. ‘Phe amount of 
our debt i cannot at present ascertain ; 
having last weck purchased a horse, which 
is unpaid for; Lam afraid that it is consi- 
derably above 40/. Since last April we 
had been without one; but now, winter 
approaching, J thought it impossible to do 
without one. We sre now in immediate 
want of many articles of wearing apparel, 
Without any possibility of obtaining them, 
unless by timely providential aid. These 
things are indeed trying ; but, praised and 
adoved be our dear Redeemer’s name, we 
have experienced Him to be unto us 
strength in weakness, a ready liclp in every 
time of need.” 





PRAYER-BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY. 
We have been favoured with the follow- 

ing statement of “ Reasons for eaten bsie 

ing’, at the present time, 4 Prayer-booh and 


Honiily Society, for the sole p urpose of dis- 


tributing gratis, and circulating at vedas 
prices, the Praver-book and Homilies of 


the united Church of England and trctand 
among the people of the British empire, 
and particularly in his Maiesty’s army and 
navy, and in our colonies and deper iden- 
cies ;” and we have nitch pleasure in lay. 
ing them before our readers. ° 
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‘It is proposed, therefore, that a society 
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and dependencies. Among these last, it j 
probable that in consequcnce of the exer. 
tions of the Bible Societies, the new society 
may be called t 

the unrivalled compositions which it is 


their object to spread. A transtation of 


the Liturgy il ito tlie Hlindostanee and Ta 
has already been effected 3 and many 
other session: might be named, which are 
spoken by people, among whom the doc. 
triues of the Cauurch may vow reasonal aly 
L 
the Trish, Manks, and Welsh languages, It 
would obviously be dificult for the § Society 
for promoting Christian Knowle -dge to pay 
ful! attentio i tO these specific objects, with- 
out w shdrav ing it from others of great im. 


a 


portance and nullity. 
On these accounts it has seemed ex. 
pedient, Uiat the principle of the division of 


labourywaich Wi been found su cllectual in 
secular affairs, should be applied to those 
of a religrous nature; and it 1s probable 
that the usual beneiits would accrue to all 
the partics concerned, 

© Wile such an institution, therefore, as 
that now proposed, would (it is eeee) 


greatly forward the intentions of the Soci- 
ety f promot 


: 1 Christian Knowledge, it 
vould, trom ths e definite nature of its objects 
have HO OK casion to employ a ballot in the 
admission of members :—and it seems for 
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Jefinite nature, may justly hope to be accep- 
tuble.—-It may justly hope to establish it- 
self in their hearts and aflcctions, and to en- 
gage their zealous assistance ;—because it 
direc tly tends to unite under the banners of 
the Church (for the evident and unequivo- 
cal promotion of genuine religion), the zeal 
and exertions of a// her members. 

« Finally, an humble confidence is enter- 

tained, that by the combined exertions of 
the Society for promoting Christian Know- 
ledge, of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety , of the Naval and Military Bible Soci- 
ety, “of the National Society for the Educa- 
tion of the Poor, and of the proposed Prayer- 
300k and Homily Society, and other in- 
stitutions of a similar nature ; the ancient 
fabric of the Church will be cemented by 
mutual charity and brotherly love, and im- 
moveably fixed in the hearts ‘of the people.” 

It is added, that “A general meeting of 

such persons as are favou rable to the de- 
signs of this society, is appointed to be heid 
on Wednesday, May 20, at the Freema- 
son’s ‘Tavern, Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields.’ The chair to be taken at two 
o'clock precisely. 

It will naturally be expected that we 
should not dismiss so very important a pro- 
position as this,without a few ‘observations. 
my the first place, then, we deem it right to 

vy, that the projected society has our cor- 
dial and unmixed approbation, ts plan may 
he considered asnew. It not onlv excludes 
from the sphere of its exertion every com 
position to which the Church of England 
has not given its anthoritative sanction, but 
it proposes to introduce into general circu- 
lation a part of her formularics, namely, the 
Homilies, which have not hitherto been 
made the object of distribution by any pre- 
ceding institution in this metropolis.* The 
importance of this part of the plan seems 
unquestionable. The Homilies contain a 
detailed exposition of the views of Chris- 
uan doctrine and Christian practice en- 
fertained by the Church of England; but 
they are almost wholly unknown to the 
balk of our population. If the circulation 
of the Homilies were the only object pro- 
posed by this new institution, it would ap- 
pear of itself to be sufficient to interest the 
aiicctions and command the co-operation of 
the best friends o fthe Establishment. 

sutit cannot be necessary to enlarge on 
the advantage s likely to accrue to the 


ee. 


“A Socie sty, lately Seaton at Beictel, te, 
tributes the Eomilies. but it. distri burtes 


tracts allen 





Church of England, and, what is far more 
essential than the interests of any particu- 
lar church, to Christianity itself, from the 
proposed institution. ‘Those who, by their 
adherence to her service, profess to regard 
her as exhibiting the purest model of 
Christianity, Cannot require arguments to 
shew that extensive benefits may be expect- 
ed from a society, In which all her mem- 
bers may unite, Which confines itseli to the 
promotion of what must be admitted by all 
to be true Church-of-England objects,which 
excludes all occasion for variance of sen. 
timent, which requires no test on admission 
beyond a contribution to its funds,andwhich 
operates by means that are most obviously 
unexceptionable, Under these impressions, 
we cannot but look forward to the cordial 
concurrence of all the friends of the Esta- 
blished Church, in a plan which promises 
to give that Church a firmer bold than ever 
on the understanding and allections of eve- 
ry class of her members, 


SOCIETY FOR MISSIONS TO AFRICA AND 
THE FAST. 

A special General Meeting of this Socie- 
ty, which was most numerously attended, 
wes held at the New London Tavern, 

‘heapside, on Friday April 24th, in conse- 
quence of a requisition, addressed to the 
Secretary, by many respectable members of 
the Society. ‘bhe requisition was as fol- 
lows :--“ We, the undersigned members 
of the § Society for Missions to Africa and 
the Fast,’ feeling it to be an imperative du. 
ty on the Society to exert itself, at this 
juncture, to procure such provisions in the 
New Charter to be granted to the East In- 
dia Company, as shall, under wise and pru- 
dential regulation, promote Christianity in 
India, request you to communicate to the 
Committee of the Society our united desire, 
that a special general meeting of the Soci- 
ety may be called without delay, to take 
this iraportant subject into consideration.” 
The Right Hon. Lord Gambicr was cal- 
led to the chair; when the following reso- 
lutions were passed unanimously : 
‘That it appearing to this ning. that 


avery numerous body of Europeans and na- 
tive Christians, are subject to the - British 
Crown 1n India, and also, according to ge- 
neral estimation, upwards of 60 poe oh ot 
Mahomedans and Heathens ; 

‘““Resolved, That it 1s a duty incumbent 


on the Society to exert itself in order to 
procure such provisions in the New Cliar 
ter to be ‘ran dto the East India Con npa 


ny, as shall afford sufficient opportunities te 
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those benevolent persons who shail be ce- 
sirous of going to India, for the purpose 
of communicating to its population the 
blessings of Christian light and moral im- 
provement ; and also such provisions as 
shall prevent the obstruction of their endea- 
yours for promoting their object in that 
country, so long as they shall conduct theto- 
selves in a peaceable and orderly manner. 


* That a deputation of the members of 


this Society be appointed to wait on Ins 
Mauiesty’s Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
and the Eavl of Buckinghamshire, the Pre- 
sident to the Board of Control, to soticit 
their support to the objects of the forego- 
ing Resolution, and the honour of conter- 
ring with them on the means of attaming 
those objects, so far as this Society is con- 
cerned And also that the deputation be 
empowered to wait on any others of His 
Majesty’s ministers, and on any of the 
members of either House of Parharent, 
to whom they may deem it expedient to ap- 
ply. 

“ That the Governors and Treasurer of 
this Society be a deputation for the purpo- 
ses mentioned in the foregoing resolutions, 
and that they be empowered to avail them- 
selves of the assistance of any otiier mem- 
ber of the Society whom they may think 
proper.” 

The above resolutions were moved or 
seconded by Henry Thornton, Esq. M. P.; 
William Wilberforce, Esq M_ P.; the 
Right. Hon. Lord Calthorpe ; ‘Uhomas Ba- 
bington, Esq. M.P.; C Noel Noel, Esq. 
M. P.; T.R. Kemp, Bsa M_ P. ; James Ste- 
phen, Esq. ¥€ P ; Sir Thomas Baring, 
Bart. M. PB. and other gentlemen. 

The Annversary Sermon before the 
same Society will be preached on Whit- 
‘Tuesday next, the 19: day of May, 1512, 
by the Rev William woode, M.A at lis 
parish church of st. Andrew by the Ward- 
robe and St. Anne Blackfriars. Service 
wiil beein at eleven o’elock. A collection 
wil be made, after the sermon, for the be- 
net of the institution —At two o’clock, 
the Annual General Meeting of the Soctety 
vill be hetd, at the New London Tavern, 
Cheapside ; when the Committee will re- 


port the proceedings of the ycar 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCSETY. 

The annual meeting of this Society will 
be held at the Freemasons’ Hall, Great 
Queen Street. Lincoln’s-inn-fields, on Wed- 
nesdavy the 6th of May, 1812, at eleven 
o’clock, when the proceedings in the com- 
mittee during the last year will be report- 


[ April, 


ed ; and other business connected with the 
general meeting transacted. The President 
will take the chau precisely at 12 o clock, 


WALLINGFORD AUXILIARY BIBLE 
SOCIE:Y. 

We have muci: sauisfaction in recording 
the formation of an Auxil ary Bible soc ety 
at Wallingto d, Berks, ou Jauuary 7. The 
venerable J Aina, Esg. the mayer, was 
unanimously cahed to the chair, and he 
shorty, but pathetically, sta:ed the happi- 
ness he felt in calling the attention of a re. 
spectable mecting to the importcnt object 
of the society. ‘The Kev. Me. Fisher, a 
neighbourmy clergy mia, detended his own 
views and motives im taking So active a 
part, and adverted to the great cause of 
the parent institution with considerable 
force of argument. Mr. Alderman All att 
followed with an impressive speech, aid 
reacl several communications from the Lord 
Bishop of Salisbury, who accepted the pre. 
sidency of the Wallingford Auyilary Scci- 
ety: from the Bisi:iop of Durham ; W L, 
Hughes, Esq. M.P ; Admiral Manley ; 
and Col Tilson, who all approved of the 
proceedings relative te its formation. The 
London Secretaries spoke with their accus- 
tomed eloquence and etlect. Mr. Recorder 
Machiness wandered how any rational man 
could entertain an objection against sucha 
socicty, and which met with the full appro. 
bation of bis heart. The Rev Messrs. 
Marsh and Stewart, clergymen, and the 
Rev J Kaban, dissenting Minister, advert- 
ed to varicus topics connected with: this 
interesting cause with considerable point 
and effect. The day proved extremely u- 
propitious ; but the very respectable com- 
pany left the town-hall with mingled emo- 
tions of delight and gratitude. The sub. 
scriptions and donations amounted to near- 
ly 20u¢.; and they have since been much 
augmented, 


YORK AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On the 29th of January, a meeting was 
holden at York, which ended in the forma: 
tion of an Auxiliary Bible Society for that 
ciety and its neighbourhood. ‘The Hon. 
Lawrence Dundas, the Lord Mayor ¢i 
York, and its representative in parliament, 
was in the chair, and has accepted the of 
fice of president. The vice-presidents are: 
—R J Thompson, Esq. Rev W. Richard- 
son, Dr. Wake, and A. ‘Thorpe, Esq. ; the 
treasurers, T) Swann, Esq and J Tweedy, 
Esq. ; and the secretaries, W Gray. Es4- 


and the Rey. J.Graham. Near 1200/. had 
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been subscribed in about a month after the 
fy; mation of the Society. 

An interesting report of the proceedings 
of this meeting has been published in a 
separate pamphiet, The speeches deliver- 
ed on the occasion are marked by the same 
ardent zeal in the best of causes, and the 
sane strength of argument in its favour, 
whoich we Lave so Often liad cecasicn to no- 
tice on similar occasions. ‘Ihe chicf speak- 
ers were, besides tue Lord Mayor, Martin 
Stapylton, ILsq ; the ikev. Jobn Richard- 
son 3 the Rev. Jobn Grerton; the Rew J. 
Gabom; Mr. G simith; W. Grey, Esq. ; 
Di. Wake ; RJ Lionipson, ksq.; J. Pem- 
berton, Bisq ; Mi. ak Lube; and ihe Key, 
C. Weilbesxoved = And we only regret that 
our limits, aod the press of Im pas Lant reli. 
cious intelligence, suould prevent our even 


0 ; ° 
altem Ung to Go justice to Wem, 


PRADFORD AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


An Auxthary Boble Society was lately 
formedin the town of Braciord (Yorkshire) 
and is vicewuly, by the unied exertions of 
all classes of the inhabitanis. No symptom 
of anv diversity of opimon discovered nself. 
Ali denominations joined toyether “ as one 
man,’ i the glorious object of assisting 10 
distribute the pure word of God at home 
and abroad. The Rev. J. Crosse, vicar of 
the parish church was unanimously chosen 
as the president; John Harcy, Esq. nindly 
unde:took the office of secretary ; and a 
eaaumuittee was formed, consisting of min'- 
sters of various denominations, and a select 
number of the gentlemen resident in the 
town and neighbourhood = ‘The subscrip- 
tions were extremely liberal. 


STAFFORDSHIRE AUXILIARY BIBLE 
SOCIETY. . 


Ow the 8th instant, a numerous meeting was 
held in the County Hall at Stafford, for the 
purpose of forming an Auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety for Staffordsiire. Vhe migh sheriff, 
Mr.Mottershaw,proposed that Thomas Lis- 
ter, Esq. should be called to the chair, 
Which was unanimously agreed to. Mr. 
Lister opened the business at considerable 
fength ; and in a very able, perspicucus, 
and eloquent speech, fraught with the no- 
blest sentiments, recommended to tie 
meeting the institution of the proposed so- 
ciety, Hie was followed by the three seere- 
tanies of the Parent Society, by the Kev, 
Mr Gisborne, and many others, who cis- 
mguished themselves by a luminous expo- 
“tion of the benefits accruing from the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, and a 
ohvinemg refutation of the objections that 
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had been urged against it by its opponents. 


The usual resolutions were put, and carmed 


unanimously. Viscount Anson was ap- 
pomted President ; the following noble- 


men and gentlemen Vice-Presidents, viz. 


Eart Ferrers ; the Earl of Dartmouth ; the 
Kari of Harrowby ; Viscount Curzon; Vis- 
count Valentia; Lord Grey ; Lord Brad- 
ford; Lord G. L. Gower, M P.; the Hon. 
Edward Monckton, M P.; Sir Edward 
Laitleton, Bart M P ; Sir William Wol- 
seley, Bart. ; Sir John Wrottesley, Bart. ; 
Sir John Clhetwode, Bart. ; Sir George Pi- 
got, bart.; sir Oswad Mosley, Bart. M. 
FP. ; Sir Robert Peel, Bart. M.P.; Sir John 
Edensor Heathcote ; the Archdeacon of 
Siafiord ; Kobert Peel, Esq. M. P. ; Walter 
Snevd, Esq. ; Richard Dyott, Esq ; Jolin 
Lance, ksq Lhomas Lister, Esq. ; Thomas 
Swinnerton, ksq ; William Philips Inge, 
Esq. ; George Tollet, Esq.; W.H. C. 
Floyer, Esq. ; John Sparrow, Esq.; William 
Sneyd,Esq ; Kdward Jervis Ricketts,Esq. ; 
Edward Grove, Esq. ; Theophilus Levett, 
Esq. 

G. Chetwynd and T. Mottershaw, Esqrs. 
were chosen Joint Ureasurers ; and the Rev. 
I, Whitby, the Rev W. Harding, the Rev. 
G. Harris, and Mr. J Hurball, Secretaries. 

By the particular desire of the meeting, 
communicated to him by the Chairman, 
Mr Gisborne has been prevailed on to pub- 
lish the substance of the speech which he 
delivered on this occasion. We have been 
so fortunate as to receive a copy of it in 
time to add a few extracts which cannot 
fail to prove highly interesting to our read- 
ers, and which, we trust, will serve as in 
inducement to them to peruse the whole.* 

In proof of the deficiency of Bibles ex- 
isting at home, one of the Main points now 
at issue between the Biblists and Anti- 
biblists, Mr. Gisborne produced the fact, 
that in consequence of an actual ecnumera- 
tion of the families in the diocese of Dur- 
ham in want of Bibles, which was made by 
desire of the Bishop, it appeared that the 
number amounted to 5800. If this be con- 
sidered as a fair ground of computation for 
wi the other dioceses in the kingdom, the 
number of families in England and Wales 
in want of Bibles will ammount to more thay 
350,000, or nearly two millions of indivicu- 
ais. Now considering the local circumstan- 
ces of Durham,andthe character and known 
munificence of its Bishop, there will be no 
reason to suppose that itis im astate, as to 
tiie diilusion of the Scriptures, inferior to 

the average condition of England and 
W ales.— Mr. Gisborne stated some farther 


* Ii ts published for Cadchi and Davies. 
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facts which equally tend to this conclusion, 
that “the actual deficiency of Bibles in 
this kingdom is of such magnitude as no 
common apprehension had anticipated.” 

in discussing the important question how 
this void is to be filled, Mr. Gisborne ad- 
verts, with becoming expressions of com- 
mendation, to the beneficent labours of the 
Society for promoting Christisn Know- 
ledge, of which he himselfhas been a mem- 
ber for twenty-six years. He then proceeds 
thus. 

* That the Society for promoting Chris- 
tian knowledge is altogether incompetent 
to furnish to the poor of this country the 
requisite supply of the Scriptures, is de- 
monstrated by the actual state of the poor 
at this moment with respect to the Scrip- 
tures; astate which I have recently laid 
before you; a state which is subsisting 

when the society in question has been em- 
shania its excrtions during one hundred 
and ten years ; when during the last e ight 
year's those exertions have been vigorously 
seconded by the operations of the British 
and Fereign Bible Society; when during 
more than thirty of the last years these 
exertions have been succoured by the Ia- 
bours of yet another society, to which I 
shall speedily have occasion to advert. In 
declaring these facts, in drawing the inevi- 
table conclusion from them, ain Limputing 
blame to the Society for promoting Ciris- 
tian Knowledge ? If I am imputine blame 
to that socie ty, 1am imputing it to myscif, 
No idea is more remote from my mind, 
than that of imputing blame to the society. 
It has been powe fully and extensively be- 
neficial, But avery large portion of its re- 
venues is necessarily absorbed in the other 
objects which belong to its institution ; the 
distribution of P "ay t-books, the circulation 
of religious tracts, and the encouragement 
of charity schools 
tate obtained, and I rejoice that it has ob- 
tained, an extraordinary accession of sub- 
scribers and of annual income; yet I appre- 
hend that if we contemplate the very great 
augmentation of the number of the people, 
and the increase Which has taken place in 
the price of paper, and in all the articles 
and expenses of printing, it will be found 
that the existing revenues of the Socic ty, 
under the existing prices and the existing 
pop ulation, will not enable it to eflect 
more in proportion towards the supply of 
the Scriptures for the poor, than it was ca- 
pable of effecting twenty years ago with 
its foriner revenue, under the former prices 

ie former pop lation : 


tis manifest then, thati 


And though it has of 


to be filled, additional means, new Means, 
means more large, more comprehensive, 
more eflicacious, are indispensable. 

“It is here that the British and Foreign 
Bible Society stands forward. 

** Some persons, Sir, have been disposed 
to occupy themselves in speculating, whe. 
ther equal good with respect to the distri. 
bution of the Scriptures am Ong Our poor 
might not have been accomplished by a fap. 
ther increase of su bscriptions to the Soci. 
ety for promoting Christian Knowledge, 25 
by the inst tution of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. That eood will result from 
every addition to the income of the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge, } am 
persuaded, But, in my judgment, there is 
not the shadow of a doubt on the conclusion, 
that it would be vain to anticipate an equal 
amount of good from an enlargement of the 
funds of that Society, as from the zeal and 
the energy of an institution formed on the 
broad and harmonizing principle of unit. 
ing, in one line of exertion, Christians of 
every description, Christians who, 
apart the matters of opinion in which thei 
sentiments may difier, co-operate with hand 
and heart in the grand object mm which they 
are all agreed, the dissemination, through 
this country and through every country, o/ 
the pure word of God. But such speculs 
tions are et they are worse than idle. 
They are idle, because the question is de 
cided: the ritish and Foreign Bible So 
ciety is in existence. ‘They are worse than 
idic: because they delay and discourage 
us from entering instantly on the great and 
glorious work which demands all our exer. 
tions. ‘The British and Fe-ecign Bible So- 
Clety is not in speculation, but mn existence, 
It is not in possibility, but in energetic ope- 
ration. The orn is sown; it has - 
forth its root ; has shot up its stem; i 
has risen into a majestic oak, whose top 
daily ascends nearer and nearer an the skies, 
and whose branches are stretching them: 
selves across the world. The question 1s 
not, whether the tree shall be planted: | 
1s gonage ‘The question is not, whether 
the tree may flourish : It does flourish 
The only question is, whether we shall tisk 
to ourselves a portion of the honour and © 
the delight of watering its roots ; of inst 
mentally forwarding its growth ; of conti'- 
buting to the expansion ‘of its branches, til 
ail the unprovided poor, the scriptural 
unprovided poor, at home and abroad, shall 
rest and rejoice under its canopy.’ 

Mr. Gisborne noticed and disproved the 
unfounded objection which has been raise( 
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to the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge.” 1 understand not,” he 
adds, ** this jealousy between my right 
hand and my left. ‘The two societies are 
tuo sisters, partly having one object in 
common, partly having each of them an ob- 
ject peculiar to herself’ Let them proceed 
throughout the kingdom hand in hand, from 
county to county, from village to village, 
from cottage to cottage, scattering the sa- 
cred volume, And when for a season they 
separate, each for the discharge of her pe- 
culiar office ; when the one, turning inland, 
begins her distribution of the Liturgy, and 
of her smaller religious publications, and 
inspects the state of her schools of charity : 
and the other, bearing to the coast, asceids 
the vessel and crosses the oceun to com- 
municate the Gospel to both hemispheres, 
from the north to the south, from the east 
to the west; each may well bid the other 
God speed ; each may well look after the 
other with a complacent eve ; each may 
well rejoice when again they meet on Bri- 
tish eround, and pursue their united Jabours 
as before.” 

“ The charges advanced against the Bri- 
tisit and Foreign Bible Society at differént 
periods of its progress, were they not like- 
ly to be occasionally mischievous, might 
furnish considerable entertainment. At one 
time it was clamorously alleged ; * Notes 
and comments and interpretations will be 
inserted into your Bibles. You will under- 
mine the Church of England by the expo- 
sitions which you will interweave into the 
sacred volume.’—*It is impossible,’ repli- 
ed the Society. ‘Itis a fundamental law 
of our constitution, that neither note nor 
comment shall ever be added” Then suc- 
ceeds an accusation trom the opposite quar- 
ter of the sky; Why do you send forth 
the Scriptures without an interpretation ? 
The Established Church will be ruined by 
vour dispersion of the Bible without note or 
comment ?’ I Jeave these two classes of ob- 
jectors to settle accounts each with the 
other. For the overthrow of the Bible So- 
ciety both classes are equally anxious. And 
when they have determined whether it will 
be more conducive towards the effecting 
of the shipwreck, that the wind should 
blow from the east, or that it should blow 
trom the west, or that it should blow from 
the east and from the west at once ; it will 
then be sufiiciently early for the pilots of 
the vessel to deliberate what measures may 
be needful, in crder to avoid the rocks on 
the one side, and the quicksands on the 
other. 

“A third objection is, that in the Bible 
ciety members of the Established Church 
Christ. Obsery. No. 124. 
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Staffordshire Auxiliary Bible Society.... Mr. Gisborne. 





Are Dis- 
senters then a body of men with whom no 
communication can be held? Are they a 
body of men with whom a Churchman is 


are associated with Dissenters. 


in no instance to have intercourse ? Are 
they a body of mento be interdicted from 
the use of fire and water? Are they a body 
of men, who, if they engage in a good work, 
pollute it? Are they a body of men with 
whom if a Churchman engayes in a good 
work, he is polluted ? Or is it only in the 
distribution of the Scriptures, that we are 
to flv from the possibility of contact with 
them? Are we to unite with them in sub- 
scribing to an infirmary ; are we to co-cpe- 
rate in establishing a soup-shop ; are we 
to join our exertions in the suppert of all 
local charities ; are we to desire the aid of 
their bayonets in our battles on shore, and 
of their cutlisses on the decks of our ships ; 
are we to go hand in hand with them in 
every circumstance, except in the donation 
of a Bible ? Is this reason, is it equity, 
is it Candour, is it common sense ? But 
this intercourse, it is said, will endanger 
the Church, and forward the progress of 
dissent. Were I a Dissenter, possibly I 
micht think that there is something in the 
argument; butin the mouth of members of 
the Establistiment, the proposition is indeed 
marvellons! Am I to conceive, that, in pro- 
portion as more shall be known of our te- 
nets and of our proceedings by those who 
difler from us, the worse those tenets and 
those proceedings will appear ? Is it by 
keeping ourselves out of the way of obser- 
vation that groundless prejudices against 
us are to be removed !” 

Mr. Gisborne then repels the grand ob- 
jection brought forward by Dr. Marsh in 
respect to the omission of the Praver-book. 
After adverting to the sirictly analogous na- 
ture of the Naval and Military Bible Soct- 
ety, which adopts ‘the identical principle, 
the very priaciple in spirit and letter” on 
Which the Bible Society is founded ; 
“here,” he observes, * is a society, which 
during more than thirty years has been ex- 
isting, has been in active operation, exclu- 
siveiy on that principle, on the principle of 
distributing the Scriptures without note 
or comment, and without the Liturgy ; 
a society so dangerous, according to the 
arguments of those persons who oppose 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
to the Establishment, that after the ex- 
istence and operation of such a society 
during such a period, the matter of sur- 
prise is that our Constitution in Church, 
and in State as connected with the Church, 
should at this moment survive ! And where, 
throughout this long season of peril, have 
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254 Staffordshire Auxiliary Bible Sociely.—Mr. Gisborne. 


been the writers, who of late have pressed 
forward with so much eagerness to exer- 
cise their hostility against the British and 
Foreign Bribie Seciety ? Were they ac- 
quainted with the existence of the Naval 


5 ae Pon 
§ li it Was napown 


+i .a7e 
; iCil 


nnd Military Bible So Ciel 
to them, where hus been their zeal, where 
their watchfulness, where the:r fidelity, 
— their impartiality > How ts it that 
they have slept upon their post? If, as 1 
2 sieve to be the case, it was not known to 
Vv instruct them 


‘ 


hem, the e circumstance may 
ina profitable lesson ; that it is advisable 
to i sae information before we pronounce 
judgment, that it is expedient to inquire 
before we condemn. but | must not yet 
dismiss this tremendous Society. Who is 
its Patron? A brother of the Prence Re- 
gent; His Royal fiighness the Duke of 
York! Whois tts Vice-Patron ? Tame 
strained to state the fact as I find itmano- 
ther Duke of Royal blo ie His Roval 


Highness the Duke of Gloucester! But 
Patrons and Vice -Patrons,tt nie be thought, 


are a sort of sleeping partners in: pubic 


mstitut tunis, © Phe President, ) 
caid, ‘is the organ of the Societv. He is 
the efficient man? Woo then is ihe Presi- 
dent of this Naval and Military Gible Soci. 
ety ? lread the name from theirowa report: 
—His Grace the Archbishop of Canterou- 
ry.” 


’ . . =f ~~ © , , * . 
She seauel of Mr. Gisborne’s — is 


so truly eloquent, as well as exceilent, that 
eure induced to cive it almost na 
“To what event, l wonld ask, is it tha 

we are mde pted lor our Liturgy ? ‘Vo the 

eirculation wl the Bible. Where was cur 


4 ; . i 
Praver- book betore the days of Henry the 
pees - : = aici e ee 
miebth, hii thre seriptur €s were a cc acl 
} : ‘ ) } g* °% ‘ ae 
fetter in the land? Parts cf if uncdoubtediy 


were subsisting’ : for parts of it <i eXist- 
oe * : fa ‘ ° . ™ 
ed irom the early times of Christ eantnys | er- 


haps even from the Apostolical age. Dut 
they were buried under the rubbish of fe 
nerance and superstition, When the ene 


of rerormation appeared, when the Bib 


was circulated, then came forth our Litur- 
‘: then came forth the pure gold, sepa- 


a 
7 . . 
ted from baser metals : then wus it com- 

; ne 
present ele tobe a model 
, 


» ? ? > 
is of that dav, a model for 


ra 
pacted into its 
forthe devotic 
our own devotions, a medel, i trust, forthe 
devotions of distant generations. The 
Prayer-book of the Church of Engiand is 
the daughter of the Bible. The daugliter 
possesses no authority, nor energy, nor efh- 
cacy, besides tliat which she derives from 
the parent. But are we to say that the pa- 


rent cannot sustain itself, cannot be effica- 
cious, unless she is accompanied and up- 
~— by the daughter ? What, however, is 
the real, the simple fact ? Are the 


e men Dcrs 
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of the Society for promo Aang Christian 


Knowledee under at) constraint to cistri- 
bute Prayer-books with their Bibies ? Not 
under the slightest constraint. ‘The si ociety 
f irae" sat certain prices Prayer bouks and 
Relirious ‘Tracts, us well as Bibles, to its 
me i “1's a oapply tor them But ils mem. 
su apply for Bibles without Praver-books, 

‘for Prayer-books \ ithous Bibies, or for 
Re ligious Tracts without either ' 
book or Bi ble, CAac tly as wh y rar Crh ¢ we 
dient. Are the members of the Brit: and 
Foreign Bible Society under any ad bi 
tron, under ANY neers nent, as to acing 
the wil ft ofa Praver-book wh ‘n they bestuw 
ible ? Not under the shadow of a prohi. 
r the smallest impediment, 
Tbe ciftis added continually : and may be 
added wherever it is neeced and will be 
acceptable ! The whole of the dif ‘erence 
ConcecrRINE WV hich this turmoil of pre yu dice, 
this mist of sophistry, has been raised, 
amounts simply to this circumstance—that 
the members of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge procure their Bibles 
and their Prayer-books from the same ware- 
hot se; the members of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society procure their Bibles 
fio! mone Ww ave-house and their Prayer. 
hooks fre another, And that man must 
be ale concerne d for the distribution of 
the I iturey, who, after having obtained 
bil 
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3OieSs from one wa enouse, will not waik 


nVe steps across the street, or writea letter 
OY he es ie . ce i 4 . — “2% , ‘ lea Gee . 
Or hve anes, tO Ourlaln P: AYer-DOOKS Trom 


“Phe qustiication of the British and Fo- 
reien Bible Society is found in its conduct 
its re ninendation, in the immeasurable 


h, under the blessing and the 


good which, Ui 
mrace of God, itis cilecting. Like the first 


i) 

mreachers of that divine word, bearing 
which in its hand, it goes throughout the 
world, it mas be iaisconceived, it may be 


misrepresented, it may be calumniated. 
very accusation it will meet with the re. 
piv which those preachers of the Gospei 
enjoined by precept and by example. It 
will reply, by faithful perseverance in the 
path of Guty : by well doing putting t 
silence the enorance of foolish men, that 
they who are of the contrary part may be 
ashamed, having no evil thing to say 0 
a 
© Tt appears to be the purpose of Provi- 
dence, i its ordinary dispensations, that 
countries and individuals intrusted with 
large portions of its bounty should be its in- 
strumentsto impart its aid from their fulness 

to regions and persons left in need of suppl} 

‘Those parts of the worid, whe: e the know 
ledge ofour great Rede emer has not been 


communicated, or is scanti! y possessed, are 
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to receive spiritual light from others,where 
the beams of revelation are accumulated 
gnd tully displayed. If obedience to this 
purpose of Heaven be an universal duty, 
wits what peculiar force of obligation — 
i press upon ourselves! If England ha 
not only been favoured during many “yong 
dred vears with the Christian religion, but 
has enjoyed since the days of the Reform- 
ers ts purest iumination: how powerlu Lis 
js she required to exert herself in ope ning 
every dark corner at home to the light ; 
nd im makmg known to distant natio nS the 
pre of Tfimn, whom all the ends of the 
earth shail be blessed. If England has been 
mercifully preserved a survivor of the tem- 
pest, which has covered the political ocean 
with shipwreeks: if she stanas not merely 
a column erect among ruins, but a mag- 
nificent edifice, battered indeed, but 
faced, nor shaken to its foundations, amidst 
the surrounding’ overthrow of palaces and 
of temples : 


1/ 
‘ 


cr 
ae. 


Mace 


how loud is the call upen her 
to shew her gratitude for this distinguish- 


rmercyv, by communicating to all man- 
k. ind the best gift with which she is in- 


trusted, the genuine Word of God.” 
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THE CONVERSION OF 
JEWS 


FO HE 
at Ely 
be Ol 


Rev. Mr. 


The next lecture to the Jews, 
Chanel, ey Place, dolborn, will 
‘hursda ‘evening, May 7, by the 
ida, of Ohiey, Bucks. Subject :— 
roots of the Resurrection of Jesus.” 
Service will begin at half past six o’clock. 
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TRACT SOCIETY. 


rof this Soci ety \ 


RELIGIOUS 
“11 


se dae 


The annual meeting 


be held at the City of London Tavern, 
Bishopssate Street, on Thursday, the 14th 
of May, at seven o’clock in the morning. 


HE SOCIETY FOR damian bina THE OD- 


1812.] Soc. for Jews, Tracts, Lord’s Day, Sunday Schools, &c. 
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distributed 26,723 Spelling-books, 5056 
Testaments, and 152 Bibles, ‘That since 
the commencement of the institution (1785) 
they had issued $59,695 Speliing-books, 
70,537 Testaments, and 8001 Bibles, to 53730 
schools, containing upwards of 303,000 
In the course of the past year, 
timonies of the utility of this 

been furnished from various 


scholars. 
httmerous tes 
institution have 


guarters, Many instances of which were 
read by the secretary. Wales appears to 


have te]t the moral influence of sunday 


Schools, throughout the principality; and 
Ireland is making progress by nicans of 
them, in civilization and 1 ‘elivious light. 


Applications have also been mace to this 
country lor r the establishment Sunday 
Schools at St.J s, Anticua ; St.George’s, 
Barbadoes ; Ak Ca of Good Tivpe ; Si- 
civ; and Gibraltar: in consequence of 
vhich, the Socicty resoived to ¢ xte nd their 
patronas may be enabled, 


Gi 


' 
’ 1 
Oill ie 


t 


fa 
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wwe as far as ry 


* thro ugihouut- the British cd veneered and 
have designated themselves accordingly, on 
the presumption, that in prosecuting an ob. 


ject that promises such exiensive benefit, 
both moral and political, the | ried ity of the 
public : will not be found to desert them. So 
meny claims have indeed been made on the 
public by the numerous excellent societies 
which have recently sprung up, and parti- 
cularly by those whien have the education 
of the poor for their object, that it is feared 
the intere the Sunday-school Society 


Vv 
J 


_ . yg 
Sts of 


may be in danger of becomi: 1 linps tired. 
Such a result cannot be too se riously de- 
preeated. ‘Ihe Sunday-school Society pro- 


ms educating those 
sed in the days of la- 


vides so etiectually 
whose time Is engrosse 


bour by their necessary occupations, and 
also for recovering them from vagrancy, 
disorder, aud irreligion, and training them 


1 
‘ 


up to a due observance of the Sabbath day, 
that it must be remarded as an institution 


‘ 


SERVANCE OF THE LORD'S Day, &e, closely connected with the religious wel- 
The annual mecting of this Society will  fure of the coumry. 
be held on ‘uesday, the 12th dav of Mav . 
lext, at the New London Tavern, ae. SSR Se a ee 
side, at six o’clock in the evening. , Some benevolent individuals, who have 
The shuste wilt te token wt half past six been actively engaged in alleviating the bo- 
wecisely dily wants of the poor of Spitaifields, by 
. means of si MD-SHODS ¢ and other char itab le 
PCIETY FOR THE SUPPORT AND EN-  inctitutions, have connected with this ers 
COURAGEMENT OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS of Jove, one of a still nobler kind. The Vv 
THROUGHOUT THE BRITISH DOM have directed their | — to the spiritual 
hatte state of the objects of the agen s ; and 
At the Annual General Meeting of this the result of those inquiries we may shortly 
Socrety, en the 8th day of April, the cem- expect will be given to the public ina de- 
nittee renorted, that since the inst General tached form. in the mean time we have if 
Meeting 239 schools had been nome to t] in our power to state the gwencral result, as 
icty’s list ; and assistance repeatedto 92 it affects one division of this populous dis- 
Nerschools forn nerly establishe velgf uwwhich trict, namely, the north west division: and 
ithe new schools befure st.' ti ha it 1s as } Or ty O11 families, 292 o 
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256 View of Public Affuirs—Spain: Capture of Badajoz. f April, 


which are families of weavers, there were 
found 1072 adults and 1837 children Of 
the adnuits, there proved to be 457 who 
could not read, and of the children there 
Were only 340 who had been taught to read. 
OF the families, 235 stated themselves to be 
of the communion of the Church of Eng 
Jand ; 217 to belong to one or other of the 
various classes of dissenters ; 16 to be of 
the Roman Catholic persuasion ; and 115 
to be cf no religious profession, going, we 
presiime, to no place of worship, and living 
wholly without God inthe world No less 
than 535 of the 611 families were found to 
be westitute of a Bible, being more than 
one halfot the whole number. In this one 
fact, for the correctness of which we pledge 
ourselves, may be found a decisive reply to 
those who ave objected to the institution 
of the Bible Society in as far as respects its 
home purposes. Here are 335 families in 
one small destrict in the metropolis of this 
Chrisuian country, within little more than a 
wile of the spot where the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge has held its 
sittings tor one hundred and fourteen years, 
and the Bible Society for eight years, who 
are yet destitute of the word of life. Is not 
this a fact calculated to make us forego our 
idle and, we must add, sinful jealousies, 
and to unite us in strenuous efigrts to fill 


the immense void which remains to be sup. 
plied with scriptural light and Knowledge ? 
We trust that the discovery which has thus 
been made will lead to important results; 
and that while the British and Foreign Bi. 
ble Society is consulting the interests and 
providing for the wants of the universe, mi. 
nor societies will be formed on its model, 
aud under its auspices, in every parish or 
district of the metropolis and its environs, 
which will watch over, ascertain, and sup. 
ply local deficiencies, and Which wall apply 
to the wealthier members of their district 
for the means of affording the requisite sup- 
ply. We say nothing at present on the la. 
mentable ignerance of the first rudiments of 
knowledge which the above table shews to 
exist within :ess than two miles of St Paul's, 
notwithstanding all the charity schools that 
have been established. Will any man be 
found to quarrel with those benevolent per- 
sons, whatever be their religious denomi. 
nation, who, like the good Samaritan, shall 
stretch forth a helping hand to these neg. 
lected individuals, whether their benevo. 
lence manifest itself in the economy of a 
soup-shop, in the institution of a free-school, 
or in the gift of Bibles from the repository 
of the Bible Society ’ We are ashamed to 
think that there should be any necessity for 
proposing such a question, 


VIEW OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS. 


SPAIN. 
THe important fortress of Badajoz has fal- 
len, afier a siege of twenty days. It was 
invested by Lord Wellington on the 17th of 
March, and was taken by storm onthe night 
of the 6th of April. The exertions made 
and the valour displaved by the assuilants 
during the siege were truly wonderful. The 
defence of the place scems also to have 
bees most ably and bravely conducted. 
The gallantry of ourtroops, however, under 
the Divine blessing, proved to be irresisti- 
ble, and this key of both Spain and vortu- 
gal, with its numerous garrison, is now 
ours. No less than 172 pieccs of heavy 
brass cannon, besides an immense quantity 
of military siores and 4000 prisoners, have 
falien into our hands. ‘The eneimy’s loss 
during the siege, exclusive of those who 
tell in the assault, amounted to 1200) Our 
loss was inferior to this up to the moment 
of the assault. It consisted of 12 officers 
and 907 men killed, and 43 officers and 799 
men wounded, of whom about a fourth part 
were Portuguese. The carnage, however, 
on the night of the assault was very great ; 


she number of Eijlec being no less than 6Q 


officers and 736 non-commissioned officers 
and privates, and of wounded 263 officers, 
and z649 non-commissioned officers and 
privates, the proportion of Portuguese be- 
ing still about one fourth. The whole nu- 
merical loss during the siege was about 
4200 men. It is with sincere satisfaction 
we observe, in x despatch dated the sth at 
April, that our numerous wounded were 
doing well, and that the eventual loss to the 
service is not likely to be great. 

It is hardly possible to calculate all the 
beneficial results which are likely to follow 
this achievement. Marshal Soult broke up 
in front of Cadiz on the 23d of March, 
leaving only 40G0 men there, and arrived & 
Lilerena on the 4th of April, with the inten 
tion, doubtless, of attempting to raise the 
siege of Badajoz. The speedy reductio! 
of that fortress has, however, frustrated his 
purpose. Marmont has made demonstra 
tions of attempting the siege of Ciudad Ro- 
drigo ; but as he did not approach tt til 
the 4th instant, it will be impossible for 
him even to commence the siege before the 
British army is in a capacity to disturb 
operations. A considerable body of Portt: 
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wuese troops, under Gens. Trant and Wil- 
son, were watching his motions on the Coa. 
wo divisions of the allied army, under 
Generals Graham and Hill, had advanced 
ito Mstremadura, with the view of pre- 
venting any interruption of the siege of Ba- 
dajoz. In consequence of this movement, 
Drouet’s corps had retired on Cordova. As 
Soult’s army, however, approached, our two 
divisions gradually approximated to the 
main body, It is expected that the siege 
of Cadiz will be forthwith raised ; and ac- 
counts have been received that the army of 
Ballasteros had entered Sevilie. The 
French, and indeed Spain generally, are 


said to be greatly distressed for want of 


provisions. Lord Wellington, we are sorry 
to perceive, complains loudly of the su- 
pineness of the civil authorities af the Por- 
tiiguese province of Alentejo in performing 
their duty and supplying the army with the 
means of transport. We hope it may be pos- 
sible to bring these recreants to punishment, 

We trust that it will not be easy for Bo- 
naparte, under the existing circumstances 
of Europe, to send any material reinforce- 
ments of men into Spain. Stil) more diffi- 
cult willit be for him, in the great pressure 
which the scarcity of corn has produced in 
France, to furnish his armies with the ne- 
cessury supplies of provisions. If the new 
regency of Spain should happily fulfil the 
expectations which have been formed of 
its efficiency, and should second as they 
ought the exertions of Lord Wellington,we 
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may hope to see the present campaign in 
that country close with fairer prospects for 
Spain and tor Europe than we have yet dar- 
ed to enteriain. We should feel much more 
confidence in the Spanish cause, could we 
witness in their rulers a due measure ot 
that vigour, promptitude, and = decision 
which the present great crisis so peculiarly 
requires ; and at the same time a dispost- 
tion to abate the power of the inquisition, 
and to open the door for the admission of 
moraland religious beht among tie people. 
RUSSIA, SWEDEN, &c. 

It is not yet weil understood what course 
affairs will take in the north of Europe. 
French troops are advancing in large mas- 
ses towards the Vistula, and efforts appear 
tu be making by Russia to collect armies in 
the same quarter. A conference is talked 
of between Bonaparte and his two brother 
emperors of Russia and Austnia. The 
event of war wall probably turn on Alexan- 
der’s refusal to comply with all Bonaparte’s 
demands.—Peace does not appear to be 
finally concluded between Russia and the 
Porte.--The conduct of Sweden continucs to 
be somewhat enigmatical. Gur envoy, Mr. 
Thornton, has arrived at Stockholm, where 
he has had frequent conferences with Ber- 
nadotte and with an ambassador from Rus- 
sia ; but nothing has transpired with re- 
spect either to the subject of the negotua 
tion or its probable issue. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 

1. Tue first great subject of parliamen- 
tary discussion to which we shalladvert, is 
whatis called the Catholic question. This 
question had formed a leading feature in a 
debate which took place in both houses as 
early as the month of February, and to the 
issue of which we have already adverted in 
our number for that month. On the 22d 
ist. the question was brought more di- 
rectly forward in the House of Lords by 
Lord Donough more, and on the 24th in the 
House of Commons by Mr. Grattan, on a 
motion for a Committee to consider the 
state of the laws in respect to the civil dis- 
abilities of the Roman Catholics. The ta- 
bles of both houses had previously been 
loaded with petitions from the Catholics in 
all parts of Ireland, and some parts of £ng- 
‘and, in favour of the Catholic claims. ‘To 
these were added the prayers of many Pro- 
testant petitioners to the same effect. One 
Petition of this description was said, we 


nO} 


W hot with what truth, to embrace more 


vour of inquiry, 67, proxies 35; as 


than one half of the Protestant property of 
Ireland. The counter-petitions were few ; 
—one from cither university, speakine, 
however, by no means, as it would scem, 
the unanimous voice of those bodies, and 
two or three others. The divisions wliici 
took place on the occasion scemed likewise 
to indicate a more favourable disposition im 
the public mind, at least to entertain the 
consideration of the subject with 2 view to 
ascertain what part of the Catholic claims 
might be safely conceded to them. In the 
House of Lords the numbers were, in fx- 
ainst it, 

7 > In 


103, proxies 71; being a majority of 72. 


the House of Commons, 215 voted for the 
motion, and $00 against it, being a majort- 
ty, in a house containing upwards of 300 
members, of only 
the chief speakers in support of the motion 
were Lord 
Sussex, the Earl of Selkirk, the Marguis 
Wellesley, Lord Byron, Earl Moira, Lord 
Grenville, and Lord Holland; against it, 


85. In the former house 
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Lord Redesdale, the Earl of Liverpool, and 
the Lord Chancellor... In the House of 
Commons the Catholic claims were sup- 
ported by Mr. Grattan, Sir J. C. liippesley, 
Lord Binning, Mr. Vernon (son of the 
Archbishop of York), Mr. Marrvatt, Lord 
Milton, Mr. Elliot, Mr. Brougham, Mr. 

Shaw of Dublin, Col.Dillon, Sir S. Romilly P 
Mr, W. Smith, ‘Mr. Whi thread, Mr. Pon- 
sonby, and Mr. Canning : and opposed by 
Dr. Dulgenan, Mr. W. — r Owen, 
Mr. C. Adams, Mr. Sir W. Scott, 
Mr. Yorke, Mr. L. nik Nir : ulicr, Mr, 
merce val, and L, rel Castlereagh, 

Another vreat s subject which h 

ied the attention of Parl iment, lias been 
that of the Orders in Conneil On this sub- 
ject,we continue to think,as we have always 
done, that the Urders in Council were not 
only just, but necessary; that to a certain, 
nd that a considcruble extent, they bave 
ract the operations of Bo- 
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served to counte: 


Naparte’s enti-commercial system; and 
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votes, no less than by the production of 
facts and arguments, abundantly prove 
that these orders have no share in the pre- 
sent distress, bit, on the contiary, have 


revented Is agzravation. 
hinkingy that no great question was everson 
snisunderstoed, even by the more intelii- 
gent part GE i ’ 
The question of the Orders in Council, 
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cles of naval equipment, shall be regarded 
as contraband of war; and that no Ports 
shall be considered as lawfully blockade 
except such as are actually invested and be. 
sieged, and into which a mnerchamt Ship 
cannot enter without danger. ‘* By these 
aid other demands, the enemy, In fact, re. 
quires that Great Britain and all civilized 
nations shall renounce, at his arbitrary plea. 
sure, the ecdinary and indisputable rights 
of maritime war; that Great Britain, jp 
particular, shall forego the advantages o| 
licr naval superioriiy, and aliow the com- 
mercial property, as well as the produce and 
manufactures of France and her confede. 
rales, to pass the ocean in logue Whilst 
the sity} ects of Great Biitam are to be, in 
eflect, proscribed from all commercial in. 
tercourse with other nations, and the pro. 
duee and manufactures of these realms aze 
to be excluded from every country in the 
world to which the arms or the iniluence 
of the cnemy can extend.’ Such is the 
code by which France hopes to render her 
commerce unassatlabie by sea, while she 
proceeds to invade al staics that hesitate 
to adopt this code, by which they are fore. 
ed to exclude, under the prete xt of muni- 
cipal regulation, whatever is British from 
their domuiucis. A hope is expressed, by 
our fsovernment, that as soon as the recent 
geclaration of France shall be known in 
Avevicea, the Government of the United 
States will be disposed to recal those mea 
sures ef hostile exclusion which the y have 
epplicd to the commerce and ships of wat 

To accelerate this 
ehness declares, that 
authentic act of the 
French Government, the Berlin and Milan 
decrees shull be repealed, then the Orders 
try preter from January 1807 downwards, 
shall be whellv and al bsolutels revoked. If 
should prove 


Wwienever, by some 


however, the French repeat 
Hiusory, or be stil practically enforced, 
then Great Britain, however reluctantly, 


afier reasonable notice, will be obliged to 


have recourse to such messures of a 


tion as may then appear to be just and ne 
COsSaTy. 
We greatly admire the tone and temper 


ee 
Oi this state paper. It _ clear, moderate, 
conciliating, and yet ih arid de pi : 
cannot fail toni duce a considerable 
in America, and also on ius unre ngonable 
home, on the st biect of the 
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Berlina and Milan decrees. France hus 
ist weet hr cally declared that she has 


Ine 


not repeated them ; that they are still, and 
er have been, in fuli force and vigour. 
ground, therefore, on Which Ame- 
chose to place her pretensions, is taken 


Se 
fic V ery 


Pied 


rom be eath her. 


4 hird great question, but which lias 
not vet come regularly before Parliament, 


's that whieh respects the renew al of the 
Past India Company’s Charter. Tt seems 


VU 


* 


private trade is to take 


fact, almost the whole of ube trade which Is 
earricd en by the Company, stiall be left 
open to private adveniurers, with the ex- 
A tarther re- 
striction is talked of with respect to impor 
tations from India,which shall confine those 


ception of the China trade. 


imp irtutions to the single poi t of Lendoen, 


Petitions and delegations have come up 
; ym ail the tracing and manutacturmny 
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tie iM; 
! 
: 


e 
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large an unshackied intercourse “ge ‘the 
East. The guestion is u indoubtedly ¢ ‘xten- 
sive and complicated ; and it would * e im- 
nossible for us now to state the reasons 
fhich aiicet our own decision; but cer- 
saintly, on a full view of all the reasonings 
hich have been emploved, with singular 
Lily, i) both }> artic 35 Lil this agers. 
inet ne , and that very spires ‘ tes Cc 

i Libel pPoucy whichis plea od the 


_ 
the petitioners, and resisted on the Com- 
ere is another point of view In 
approaching dis- 
cussions With far more anxiety. When the 
any millions of British India occur to our 
ands, we cannot anticipate detiberations 


. y= 2 } 
wuleh we look to. this 


‘ which their moral dest ae are dec ply 
7 *. : ye 
mpheated, without a sort of trembling soli- 
th) Vo . " ‘ : . ¥ n ? 
tude; and had we not felt a confident 


wope that their claims on our benevolence, 
bot onty as fellow-men, but as our fellow- 
Subjects, and even as our tenants, would 
leet With due attention from the Govern- 
Ment and Parliament of this Christian ccun- 


pS, We should lone since have begun to 


as 
hily, an aceqiuate 


; Our mes 


Beinn 


excite ,in the re lig ious part of the commu- 
lnpres ssion of the vast in- 
pre: ave now at stake. We can- 
not, however, permit ourselves for one mo- 
Ment to believe, that on the eccasion of 
adopting anew code for the Government of 
u) empire, obstacles to the intro- 
“ieee nof Christian light into that country 


: id be contin ued ; obstacles, t o0, W hich 


do 


bd faba 
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not exist in any other instance. We 


— , - * ° , 
-beheve that, while the Hindoo. the 


to be an understood point, that a very 
: ie a ere 

onsiderable enlargement of the right of 

place, and that, tn 


Kiugdom, in order to prevent 
position of these, as they are dcem- 
unnecessary and burdensome restric- 
obtain for the community at 
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Mohammedan, and the Roman Catholic, 
are protected in the exercise of their pecu- 
iat modes of worship, andin their attempts 
Protestant Christianity 
alone shail sufier an interdiction ; Uthat, 
Peninsula the 
hioody avd impure rites of Juseernautdraw 
tovetier, in countless crowcs, his infatuated 
volarnies and victims ; and, on ihe other, the 
relentiess inquisition is sill permitted to 
iL its res, or to stretch its wheel of tor- 
e heralds of the everlastiny Gospel 
iit be dcebarred from unfurlin & the peace- 

fil banner of the cross of Christ, and calling 


the nations of th e hast to repose ancd to re- 


to) proparate i, 


“s : 
whe on one sice of the 


ture 3 th 
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joice im its shagow. ‘Lis monstrous state 
afthanes cannot abice the test of free dis- 
cussion and inquiry. Neither Government 
nor Parhament, we are convinced, will anv 
longer tolerate its continuance. Had we 
f, emerly had any doubton this subject, the 
rreat numbers connected with both the Go- 


O° m : : 
yvernment and tie Parllanjent, who have 


voluntarils ioined theinselves to the British 
and Fore:gu Bible Society, or) who are mem- 


. . ‘ . . ‘ 
bers of the Sucety ior prom Christian 
} 7 
j bf cael ng the 
} laglera 
preare OL 
their attachment to the cause of religion, 
eT a ball : We wedi * 
would have sien t. ‘Phe present is an 
occasion, however, on wiich it behoves the 
friends of Christianity to be vigilant, and 
we trust that no one, who icels the immense 
magnitude of the imteresis at which we have 
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MED: ishment inl 
the navy anal “al iy Las avait ‘oie brought 


4. ‘Phe subiect of corporal 


before ihe House of Cominons, and, “ale 
though the motion male respecting it was 
negauve ad, yet we were most hapj y to per- 
eive a eroy Wing co niction, Oh beth sides 
of the House, that punishments of this de- 
be ought, if possible, to cease, 

. Tbe bill tor the total abolition of rever- 
denies ofitces was thrown out in the House 
of Commons. Another bill has since been 
introduced, for preventing any offices be 
granted in reversion for the space of two 
to which no opposition has been 

Mr Bankes has brought ina bill 


oliuon of sinecure offices. and for 
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ings 
\ Cars, 
made. 
for the al 
the miletinntion of other means of reward- 
merit, Which is now under the 
consideration of Parliamcst. 


ing public 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
The King remains in much the same state 
as he has been in fur some months past 
his bodily health good, but his mental state 
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those of Viscount Sidmouth to the situa- 
tion of President of the Council ; the Earl 
of Buckinghamshire to that of President of 
the Board of Control ; and Col. M*‘Mahon 
to that of Private Secretary tu the Prince 
Regent. ‘The last appointment gave rise 
to a warm discussion in the House of Com- 
mons ; but those who wished to censure it 
were left in a minority of 10U to 176. 

The arrival of a flag of truce from France, 
with a letter from the French Minisier of 
ixternal Relations to our Foreign Secreta- 
rv of State, to which an answer has also 
been sent, has naturally given birth to much 
speculation as to the object of it. On that 
point we have no means of throwing any 
heht. 

The circumstance, in our domestic his- 
cory, Which we regard with the greatest 
pain, is the spirit of riot and turbulence 
that has manifested itself in our great ma- 
nufacturing towns in Yorkshire, Cheshire, 
and Lancashire. The alleged cause of 
these commotions is the high price of bread 
und the want of employment. These are 
evils, however, Which riot, instead of allevi- 
ating, cannot fail to aggravate. The de- 
struction of machines and manufactories, 
and the waste of corn and potatoes, which 
seem to have been the immediate aim of 
the tumultuous assemblages that have ta- 
ken place, if they were not to be utterly 
condemned as a violation of the peace and 
good order of society, would still be to be 
deplored as augmenting the pressure of 
scarcity, and producing an increased indis- 
position and inability in manufacturers to 
give employment to the labouring poor. 
Out of regard, therefore, to the poor them- 
selves, We trust that the most vigorous and 
energetic measures will be tiken by the 
magistracy, in every part of the kingdcm, 
to suppress and entirely put down every 
symptom of riot which may manifest itself. 
If the ordination of Providence has given 
us a scanty harvest, submission is the uni- 
versal duty. We ought all to concur in ju- 
diciousiv husbanding our resources ; and 
those whom the Almighty has favoured 
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with abundance should cheerfully make ¢,. 
ery requisite sacrifice to mitigate the suf 
ferings of the poor. We should rejoice 
also to see some comprehensive plan adopt. 
ed by Parliament, which should facilitate 
the enclosure and cultivation of our wastes 
and commons, and thus furnish additiong) 
means of subsistence to our rapidly increas. 
ing population. 


NAVAL INTELLIGENCE. 


In the Mediterranean our cruizers have 
been actively employed in assisting the 
Spaniards along the coast of Catalonia~ 
Near Lissa three of our frigates, under 
Capt. M. Maxwell, encountered three fi. 
gates of the enemy. ‘lwo were taken, viz, 
La Pomone of 44 guns and 322 men, and 
La Persanne, of 26 guns and 100 men, |: 
den with ordnance stores for Trieste. La 
Pauline, of 44 guns, escaped.—Severil 
French national vessels have been captured 
in other parts of the Mediterranean. 

A flotilla of twelve gun-brigs, attempting 
to get into Dieppe, was attacked on tle 
27th of March by two of our small armed 
vessels, which succeeded, though greatly 
annoyed by the batteries on shore, in gal- 
lantly capturing three and driving two on 
shore. Each was armed with three long 
24-pounders, an 8-inch howitzer, and 3 
men. 

The French squadron, which escaped 
from L’Urient, has got into Brest, after 
capturing in its way five or six English mer- 
chantmen. 

The Southampton frigate, Captain Yeo, 
has captured in the West Indies a 44-gun 
frigate, called the Amethyst,which had be- 
longed to Christophe, but which, deserting 
his interest, had joined a French party (the 
remains, we suppose, of Rigaud’s parti 
zans) in the southern part of St. Domingo. 
She was commanded by a Frenchman, who 
was killed. The action lasted two hours, 
during which 350 menwere killed or wound: 
edon board the Amethyst, chiefly blacks. 
Twelve men were killed or wounded of 
board the Southampton. 
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W.H.C.; T. ¥.; Parens; Mr. Srernkoprr’s communication ; and A Counts 
Vicar will be inserted. 
C.L.; A. H.; Aris; Littie; G.B.; Irenicus; and Pasror, are under consider 


tion. 
We are desired, by a Country CuraTE, to remind a Country Rector that the Eccles: 


astical laws direct that the bells should not be rung but with the consent of the minis- 


ter and churchwardens ; and that in respect to enforcing the observance of fasts, | 


I 


he complain to the bench of justices, they have power to punish the neglect of it a5 @ 
misdemeanor, or offence contra bonos mores. Our Correspondent, however, recom 


mends the use of persuasion in preference to an appeal to the law 





